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A critically evaluation of early intervention for young children
The main focus of the following assignment is to critically evaluate and analyse the advantages and disadvantages of early intervention which is provided for children who have additional learning needs (ALN). According to National Assembly for Wales (2015) approximately one in five children in main stream schools within Wales have additional learning needs. As stated by the National Assembly for Wales (2015) the Education Act 1996 explains that additional learning needs refers to a child with a disability that prevents or hinders the child from developing to their norm age. The assignment will include information on the current legislations and policies that education settings have to follow to ensure that every child with additional learning needs is provided with all the support they need to help them develop. The following assignment will focus on one learning disability which is autism and specific support strategies that help children with autism develop and ensure that they can attend main stream school. 
According to The National Autistic Society (2018a) autism is a lifelong developmental disability which affects how the person communicates with others and how they experience the world around them. According to Zander (2004) autism is known as a behaviourally-defined condition, which is caused by several different known and unknown biologically brain dysfunctions that affect a child’s developing brain ability to handle different information. As stated by Zander (2004) children with autism process information in different ways to other children, by learning new things and behaving in a different way to other children which can lead to the behavioural deviations that can be observed. As stated by The National Autistic Society (2018a) people with autism see and hear the world around them differently to other people. As noted by The National Autistic Society (2018a) autism is a spectrum condition which shows that all autism children share some of the same difficulties however it will affect them all in different ways as no child is the same with or without autism. According to The National Autistic Society (2018a) autism is far more common than people think there are around 7,000,000 autistic people within the UK which is more than 1 in 100. According to Hulme and Snowling (2009) autism is a severe and persistent social impairment that occurs in combination with problems of verbal and non-verbal communication. As stated by Hulme and Snowling (2009) different theories of autism are often regarded as competing explanations for social difficulties are observed however as stated by Hulme and Snowling (2009) it is often accepted that autism is very much a complex disorder that is very unlikely to have a single cause. 
According to Early Intervention Foundation (2018) Early intervention is working with children and families to help them understand and be able to develop even with ALN, early intervention is a collaborative approach that provides effective support to families and children. According to Early Intervention Foundation (2018) early intervention is all about acting as soon as possible to help tackle problems that affect a child’s development to ensure that the child gains access to early intervention. As stated by Early Intervention Foundation (2018) early intervention provides help for families that need help to ensure that children with additional learning needs are provided with effective support to ensure that the child develops to the best of their ability. As noted by Early Intervention Foundation (2018) early intervention aims to enhance parent’s capabilities to ensure that they can provide a supportive and enriching environment for their child to grow and develop within, as this ensures that even children with ALN have the best start in life. As stated by Early Intervention Foundation (2018) early intervention has set out with the purpose to improve children’s lives in a cost-effective way. According to Early Intervention Foundation (2018) early intervention provides a service for families and children which are created individually for each case and the organisation understand that every child can be going through an array of different experiences and problems all at once within their lives. As noted by Early Intervention Foundation (2018) early intervention is required to have a multilevel, holistic approach to the way that they help children with ALN. as stated by Raising Children Network (2018) children who are on the autism spectrum benefit from early intervention and the earlier the better for the child as it is very important that the child can gain access to the help they need as soon as possible. According to Raising Children Network (2018) early intervention is one of the main support strategies that can be offered to a child who has autism. As noted by Raising Children Network (2018) early intervention can mean a number of different things for each child as every child is different. According to Raising Children Network (2018) early intervention is made up of therapies or intervention services. As stated by Raising Children Network (2018) intervention services are different places and organisations that can offer a series of sessions or programmes that offer the child different therapies to ensure that the child is gaining the help they need to develop. According to Indiana University (2018) the therapies that are on offer to children with autism are aimed to provide help with a child’s development which is found to be most effective when started as early as possible. However according to Indiana University (2018) a child may not be diagnosed with autism until they attend school, so therefore early intervention may start later on in the child’s development which depending on the child this may then go on to have an impact on the child’s development if they do not gain access to early intervention as soon as they are diagnosed with autism.  
According to The Alliance for Inclusive Education (2018) inclusive practice is education that includes every child even children with disabilities by learning together within a main stream school. As stated by The Alliance for Inclusive Education (2018) each childcare setting has to adapt the environment, activities and education to ensure that it is suitable for children who have ALN such as autism. However, according to The Alliance for Inclusive Education (2018) the education system should begin to recognise that it is creating barriers for children with autism, as there needs to be extra support for children with autism to be able to access the curriculum within a main stream school as children with autism learn differently to other children around them. According to Autism Education Trust (No date) schools have to provide effective learning opportunities for every child within the setting whatever their additional learning needs may be. As stated by Autism Education Trust (No date) no matter the ability of the autistic child a setting must always provide the same opportunities and experience for the child. As stated by The Alliance for Inclusive Education (2018) Inclusive practice is defined as attitudes and methods within a setting that ensure that all learners even with additional learning needs such as autism can gain full access to mainstream education. As noted by The Alliance for Inclusive Education (2018) professionals within the childcare setting must ensure they minimise barriers when planning lessons and activities for a child with autism. According to Autism Education Trust (No date) for a child with autism to reach their full potential must be provided with an individual educational support that they need to ensure that they can develop, however according to Autism Education Trust (No date) providing individual care for children with autism within a setting can have implications on the curriculum as lessons need to be planned without any barriers for children with autism, so that they can have the same opportunities as all other children within the same setting. 
According to National Assembly for Wales (2015) the Education Act 1993 created a Code of Practice which aims created to provide guidelines on how settings and authorities should understand the function of additional learning needs support. As stated by National Assembly for Wales (2015) the Code of Practice sets out the different procedures for settings to follow when providing an education for a child with additional learning needs. However, as stated by National Assembly for Wales (2015) the Code of Practice has been evolving for many years with many different changes in the way that children’s needs are identified and provided. According to National Assembly for Wales (2015) the Code of Practice is arguably out of date to an extent, as it has not been updated for many years. According to National Assembly for Wales (2015) some of the changes that have been made to the Code of Practice throughout the years include, growing use of the wider idea of Additional Learning Needs. According to National Assembly for Wales (2015) the upcoming legislation which is expected to give settings and professionals a legal foundation to provide care for children with additional learning needs such as autism.
[bookmark: _Hlk513992794]According to The National Autism Society (2018b) there are a number of different approaches to support a child with autism such as, therapies and interventions that aim to improve the child’s lives. As stated by The National Autism Society (201b) there are no two children that are the same which means that choosing the right support strategies for the child can be challenging to ensure that it is the right strategy to help the child develop throughout their lives. As previously stated by The National Autism Society (2018c) there are a number of different support strategies that can help a child with autism, which are SPELL, The SCERTS Model, TEACCH, Social use of language programme and positive behaviour support, all of these support strategies and more are all offered to children with autism to ensure that they grow and develop throughout their education. The support strategy that this essay will critically evaluate is The SCERTS Model. According to The SCERTS Model (2007) The SCERTS Model is a research based educational approach framework that addresses the core challenges that children with autism will face. According to Autism Speaks (2018) SCERTS stand for Social Communication, Emotional Regulation and Transactional Support. As stated by The SCERTS Model (2007) this support strategy focuses on building competence in social communication, the support of children can be offered in a number of places such as at home, in school and community settings. According to The SCERTS Model (2007) SCERTS works with children who are on the autism spectrum and their families, it provides guidelines to help children become competent and self-confident social communicators while trying to prevent behaviours that can interfere with learning and the development of different relationships that the child may encounter throughout life. As stated by The SCERTS Model (2007) SCERTS model is for children with a range of developmental abilities which includes nonverbal and verbal children, this support strategy can be used from the initial diagnosis and all throughout a child’s school years and even beyond. According to The SCERTS Model (2007) it is adapted to meet each child’s unique needs of different social settings for children with autism, it includes a well-coordinated assessment process that aims to help each child throughout the process and it determines the necessary support that each child needs. According to The SCERTS Model (2007) The SCERTS Model works with children in groups and not one to one this can have both a positive and negative effect on a child’s development. As stated by Fontani (2015) the SCERTS system is often considered as an enhanced educational context that help develop every child with autism throughout their education. According to Fontani (2015) SCERTS aims to provide early intervention strategies for children with autism, these strategies are provided to a child these are divided into three sections. As stated by Fontani (2015) these sections are, social communication, this section aims to provide children with autism to development their communication, emotional expression and ensure that children can develop secure and trusting relationships with people around them. According to Fontani (2015) the second section is emotional regulation, aims to develop a child’s ability to maintain a well-regulated emotional state so that they can cope with everyday tasks and be able to take part in everyday activities. As noted by Fontani (2015) the final section is transactional support which aims to help children with autism to help develop parents and professionals understanding of autism and to ensure that they have the knowledge to help a child with autism develop and grow throughout their education. This can be done by teaching parents and professionals to modify and adapt a child’s environment and ensure to provide them with tools to be able to enhance their learning. According to Fontani (2015) examples of support strategies that SCERTS use are picture communications, written schedules and sensory supports. According to Autism Speaks (2018) visual support has many different functions when it comes to providing support for children with autism. As stated by Autism Speaks (2018) the main use of visual support is to develop a child’s communication and understanding of everyday tasks as children with autism also have impaired social interaction. According to Autism Speaks (2018) visual supports also known as picture communication is one of the main strategies used for children with autism to help them develop their communication to ensure that a child’s basic needs are met as children with autism find it hard to communicate. According to Autism Speaks (2015) the main purpose for visual support is that it helps children, parents and professionals communicate better with each other to ensure that everyone has a full understanding of what the child wants to communicate. As stated by Autism Speaks (2015) the visual support can be used for anything that the child needs to communicate from everyday tasks and items to talking about what they are going to do at the weekend, this can have both a positive and negative affect on a child’s life. As stated by Autism Speaks (2015) the most used visual support system that is used widely across childcare settings is called Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS), this system was developed by B.F. Skinner as it was based on the analysis of verbal behaviour. As stated by Research Autism (2017) PECS can have a positive impact on a child’s life as it can encourage parent, professional and peer interaction, as using the visual support can encourage children with autism to be able to ask for what they want when using PECS. However according to Jones (2014) there is insufficient research evidence to determine that PECS provides benefits in other areas of education for children with autism. As stated by Jones (2014) the current research on PECS shows that it is an effective way to increase a child’s social communication. As stated by Ganz et al (2012) PECS was created based on Skinners theory of behaviour as Skinner believes that children with autism can spend time learning new behaviours when working on a reward system. As noted by Ganz et al (2012) Skinners theory indicates that children with autism can be taught behaviours and remember how to carry out the behaviour again and again, as the child will learn that if they carry out the correct behaviour they will be rewarded for it. According to Ganz et al (2012) rewards for certain behaviours can be both positive and negative and can be used to strengthen a child’s behaviours. As stated by Ganz et al (2012) for a child with autism the knowledge of what could happen if the certain behaviour is not carried out the correct way is often enough for a child to stop from acting a certain way. According to Jones (2014) PECS has been found to be one of the best ways a child with autism develops so therefore there has now been an app created for children to use in both settings and at home with parents and professionals, the app is called Grace App. As stated by Jones (2014) can be used on lots of different devices, however this can have a disadvantage for some children as there might not be enough money for the child to be given their own device to take home to develop their communication skills. As stated by Jones (2014) visual support can also be used as a visual schedule as children with autism prefer to know what they are doing every second of the day. As noted by Jones (2014) visual schedules can be used at both home and school. Visual schedules promote independence within the classroom for children with autism as they can carry out the daily task without worrying about what is happening next, as they can use the visual schedule to see what is happening next and they can do this independently throughout the day so that the child can feel at ease while carrying out activities. According to Jones (2014) visual schedules can also be used at home for children with autism to help them understand how their day is going to follow. 
To conclude this assignment, according to Jones (2014) after the research undertaken it is clear that early intervention and different support strategies provided by different settings and professionals for a child with autism is effective. As stated by Jones (2014) it shows that early intervention and the different support strategies can have far more benefits for the child and even more so if the child is provided with support as early as possible, to ensure that the child can develop throughout their education. As stated by Jones (2014) PECS support strategy is one of the most important early interventions for a child with autism as research shows that it has more advantages than disadvantages for a child with autism, to ensure that they have the same chances within education to be able to develop and improve their communication skills within main stream schools. As noted by Jones (2014) after research into early intervention and support strategies for children with autism it shows that most families with a child with autism would prefer them to stay in main stream school to ensure that they can develop and grow. As noted by Jones (2014) this has been made possible for children with autism as schools take on a whole school approach to ensure that the setting and professionals can provide care for children with autism within main stream schools. According to Jones (2014) The benefits for children with autism who have been part of main stream education will display themselves positivity as they become adults and actively participate in society. 
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