Will questionnaire

FORTHCOMING CHANGE: At Spring Budget 2024 on 6 March 2024, the government announced its intention to move to a residence-based regime for the purposes of liability to IHT, rather than the current system which is largely based on domicile. The government will publish a consultation later in the year, followed by draft legislation. Questions to be considered will include a ten-year exemption period for new arrivals and a ten-year ‘tail-provision’ for those who leave the UK and become non-resident. No changes to IHT will take effect before 6 April 2025. For more information, see News Analysis: Spring Budget 2024—Private Client analysis — International. See also Practice Note: Domicile.

This questionnaire is to help us to make an initial assessment of your needs and to enable us to give you the best advice in the light of your circumstances. It is also advisable for us to have a meeting to discuss the details. If there is anything specific that you feel may affect the distribution of your estate on your death which is not covered by this questionnaire, please include it in section 5 or 6 of this document.
It may be helpful for you to read the 'Making a Will—client guide' before you complete this form.
Even if you are married or in a civil partnership, your spouse or civil partner should complete their own separate questionnaire.
All names should be written in full as well as any variations of names or any other name used either now or in the past.
Your details

Personal details
Full Name(s): 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Address and postcode: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Telephone Numbers:

Home: ..................................................................

Work: ……………………………………………..

Mobile: ...............................................................

E-mail address: ……………………………………………………………………

Date of birth: ……………………………………………………………………

Occupation: ……………………………………………………………………

Marital status (delete as appropriate):

Single / Married / Civil partnership / Cohabiting / Widowed or widower / Divorced / Dissolved civil partnership / Separated / Contemplating marriage or civil partnership.

Have you previously been married / in a Civil Partnership?

Yes    No    N/A
If yes, when did that marriage / civil partnership end: ………………………………………………

Is there any continuing financial obligation?

Yes    No    N/A
If yes please give full details: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

If your spouse or civil partner has died, please answer the following:

· When did they die? 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

· What was the value of their estate at death? 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

· Was their estate distributed just to you     Yes    No    N/A
· If no, please give details of the distribution of their estate: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Do you have any children? Yes    No    N/A
If yes, are any of them step-children? Yes    No    N/A
If yes to either of the above two questions, please provide details of their names and ages and, where appropriate, if they are step-children: 

…………………………………………………. …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Are all of your children the children of your current relationship? Yes    No    N/A
If no, please give details: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Are any children maintained by a former spouse / civil partner or person with whom you were in a relationship?  Yes    No   N/A
If yes, please give details:

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Your background
Do or did either of your parents come from somewhere other than England and Wales?  Yes    No 
Were you born in England or Wales?  Yes    No 
What nationality are you? (If you have more than one nationality, please state all the countries of which you are a national) 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

If you are married or in a civil partnership, does your spouse or civil partner and their parents come from England or Wales?  Yes    No 
Do you have any strong connections to any countries outside of England and Wales (for example, countries that you intend to live in perhaps on retirement)?  Yes    No 
If yes, please give details: 

……………………………………………….........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Your assets
Do you have a pension? Yes    No 
Are these written in trust/nominated? Yes    No 
If yes to either or both questions, please give details: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Do you have any life assurance policies? Yes   No 
Are these written in trust? Yes    No
If yes to either or both of the above two questions, please provide details

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Do you own any property (of any nature) outside England and Wales? Yes    No
If yes, please complete section 6 below.

Do you own or run a business or do you farm or own any agricultural land? Yes   No
If yes, is this in conjunction with another person or persons? Yes     No 
If yes, please provide details: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

If yes, can this continue without you after your death? Yes    No
What is the (approximate) value of your business interest or land?

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Do you own your own home? Yes    No
If yes:

· Do you own it with anyone else? Yes    No
· If yes, is it owned by you as joint tenants or as tenants in common?  Joint tenants     Tenants in common
· What is your house worth (approximately)? 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

· Is there a mortgage? If so, how much is outstanding (approximately)? 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

· Are there any policies of life assurance linked to the mortgage? If so, please provide details: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

What is the approximate value of any other assets (land and properties, investments, bank and building accounts and policies, valuable house contents, collections or personal possessions) which you own:

· in your own name?

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

· jointly with others?

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Please provide further details of these assets (including whether held as joint tenants or tenants in common, if known): 

………………………………………………..............................................................................................……………………………………………… .………………………………….

Is there any other information regarding your assets that you feel is or may be relevant to your Will?

………………………………………………..............................................................................................……………………………………………… .………………………………….

Please provide details if any of the following apply to you or to your spouse or civil partner:

· You own assets in a different name

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

· You benefit or could benefit under an existing trust or a power of appointment in a trust

.......................................................................................

· You have made gifts in any of the last 7 years 

.......................................................................................

· You have established any trusts 

.......................................................................................

What WOULD YOU LIKE YOUR will TO DO?

1 Appointment of executors and guardians
1.1 Executors
These will be the people who administer your estate according to the terms of your Will. It is not advisable to appoint more than four executors and usually advisable to appoint at least two. There is no relevance to the order in which they are appointed.
If married, in a civil partnership or other relationship, do you want the person with whom you are in that relationship to be your sole executor?            Yes     No
If yes, please provide their name and address if different to yours: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

If no, do you want them to be a joint executor with another person? Yes    No
If yes, please provide details of the other executors:

(1) Name: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Relationship (if any) to you: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Address: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

(2) Name: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Relationship (if any) to you: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Address: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

3) Name: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Relationship (if any) to you: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Address: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

1.2 Guardians
If you have parental responsibility for any minor children (ie those under the age of 18), it is advisable (in case you are not survived by anyone else who also has parental responsibility for those children) to appoint guardians who could look after them until they are 18 years old. Children in this context includes illegitimate children and adopted children but not step children (unless adopted or specifically included by name). If appointing more than one guardian, we will need to discuss the practicalities of any appointment if the guardians are not of the same household.
Please provide details of the guardians:

Name: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Relationship to you: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Address: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Name: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Relationship to you: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Address: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

2 Funeral wishes
Would you like to express any particular desires concerning your funeral and the disposal of your body? Yes    No
If yes, please briefly indicate those wishes: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

If you have a pre-paid funeral plan, please provide details: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

3 Specific gifts and legacies
Note that, generally speaking, an asset held jointly cannot be left by your Will (this is because it passes automatically to the other joint owner on your death, so you cannot leave it to a third party). If you would like any jointly held property to be left by your Will and not pass automatically to the surviving joint owner, we can discuss further how to achieve this.
Please detail below any specific gifts or sums of money that you would like to leave:

Gift 1
Name of beneficiary: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Relationship to you: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Is this beneficiary at least 18 years old? Yes    No
Address of beneficiary: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Description of gift / sum of money: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Is this to be free of inheritance tax? (If yes, the tax will be paid out of rest of the estate (known as the residue)) Yes    No
Gift 2
Name of beneficiary: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Relationship to you: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Is this beneficiary at least 18 years old? Yes    No
Address of beneficiary: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Description of gift / sum of money: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Is this to be free of inheritance tax? (If yes, the tax will be paid out of rest of the estate (known as the residue)) Yes    No
Gift 3
Name of beneficiary: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Relationship to you: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Is this beneficiary at least 18 years old? Yes    No
Address of beneficiary: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Description of gift / sum of money: 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................

Is this to be free of inheritance tax? (If yes, the tax will be paid out of rest of the estate (known as the residue)) Yes    No
If you are married or in a civil partnership, would you like the above gifts to be made on your death even if you are survived by your spouse or civil partner? Yes    No   N/A
4 Gift of the rest of your estate (residue)
When completing this section please bear in mind anything you may have already given away in section 3 above.
If you are married or in a civil partnership, what would you like to happen to your estate if you are the first to die?

….……………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

What would you like to happen to your estate if your spouse or civil partner has died before you? 

………………….……………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………...……………………………………… …………………………………………………………………………..………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………..………………………

If you are not in a formalised relationship or not in any relationship, what would you like to happen to your estate? 

………………….……………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………...……………………………………… …………………………………………………………………………..………………………………… ………………………………………………………………………………..………………………

5 Any further relevant information which may be relevant
This may include:

5.1 any family difficulties that may impact the way you wish your assets to be distributed

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5.2 whether you would like to grant Lasting Powers of Attorney so that members of your family (or others whom you choose) could deal with your affairs should you be unable to deal with them yourself in future

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5.3 anything else (eg somebody who you specifically do not want to benefit)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6 Overseas property
If you do own property outside England and Wales, please give full details

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Have you taken advice from a local lawyer on how this property will pass on your death? Yes    No
If yes, please give any details you have of how that property is to be distributed on your death and, if possible, enclose a copy of any advice given by that lawyer and any Will made in respect of that property 

………………………………………………………………………………………….............................................


