



	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Student ID Name

	 Florin Baituc

	Student ID Number
	 
2114268


	Module Title
	 
Academic Skills


	Module Code 
	 
LCBB4000


	Assignment Title
	 
Academic Report



	Word Count
	 
1250

	Date Submitted
	 

	
	
	
	






Table of Contents

Introduction	3
Online study methods	4
Learning channel	4
Time and Preferences	4
Create a dedicated study space	5
Actively taking and using notes	6
Talking about the subject	6
Conclusion	7
References	8



[bookmark: _Toc85555902]Introduction

I have chosen to discuss about the ‘Effective online study methods’ as a subject for this assignment because in the last one and half years this was the main alternative of teaching in schools and universities, and it was perceived by the entire world as method of coping during these difficult times. Learning activities migrate online at un unprecedented rate, including activities that were traditionally believed to be effective only if carried out in person. (Colombari, et al., 2021) The assignment is divided in a brief description about online studing, brief description on some of the effective online studying methods along with my perspective about the subject.
Studying is represented through a wide variety of forms and methods. The reason why studying is such controversial is because every individual is defined by a specific way of approaching and managing this very common subject. For instance, straightforward questions as household income could be perceived differently by random people, either understating or overstating the amount. Therefore, errors are not based on wrong inaccurate answers, but are related to more abstract or theoretical concepts such as psychological construct, personality, motives, and others. (Marks, et al., 2005)
Online learning covers a variety of technologies, including world wide web, emails, texts, or conferences delivered over computer networks for educational purposes. It is very convenient and liberating and nowadays is very innovative and interacting in providing content. It has been proved that it is more appealing among student in contrast with the traditional ways. (Arora, 2019)
[image: ]
Figure 1 – Online learning (Source: E-learning vector illustration)
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Based on the strategies used for online studying, the academic performance can be improved or decreased. Researchers are pointing to three critical interactions in defining effective online stud methods. As shown in Table 1, these are: instructor-student, student-student, student-content. (Marks, et al., 2005)
	Interaction
	Description
	Example

	Student-Content
	-Defined by pedagogical tools

	PowerPoint, Streaming Media, Hyperlinking

	Instructor-Student
	-This is perceived as the most important interaction for learning
	Teaching face to face or online

	Student-Student
	-Presents the interaction between students
	Consists in the knowledge evaluation through teamwork


	
Table 1 – Critical interaction that constitute the base for an effective online learning
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As stated above, learning online is more referred as an individual way, therefor it is very important to know your personal learning preference in order to develop effective study methods. Due to online variety the software and materials nowadays learning comes more easily. Most of the time the students can choose their favorite learning channel: visual (by sight), auditory (by hearing) or hand on (by doing).
[image: Diagram
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Figure 2 – Hearing, Seeing, Doing (Source: Suspect Dyslexia or Learning Problems? - Bonnie Terry Learning)
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Another effective online learning method is prioritizing tasks and managing studying time. Procrastination is the main cause of the delaying online studying and it affects most of the students. Allocating time for studying and sticking to a program it is difficult, as it requires enormous amount of will power to stick to a program. The questionnaire illustrated in Figure 3 could help students to develop an idea about their studying preferences and setting daily goals. Therefor an efficient method of study would be when ‘I find it easiest to study’, combined with the ‘least like to study ‘. (Anon., 2002)
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Figure 3 - Prioritizing Tasks (Source: Microsoft Word - Study Habits.doc )
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According to Coursera (2020), it is easier to remember information if you are in the same space where you first learned it, therefor, this method could make online studying more effective. It is very important to remove distractions and separate is from the bed or sofa, if possible. Knowing that a certain area is designed only for studying can help people focus more. 
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Figure 4- Dedicated space for learning
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Synthesizing the key points and writing them down can promote active thinking, boost comprehension, and make you more aware of the content. This method is very good in either online or class lessons. Reviewing the notes can serve in learning process or in refreshing our memory when needed. 
[image: ]
Figure 5- Taking notes (Source: The Real Reason You Should Be Taking Notes By Hand)











[bookmark: _Toc85555908]Talking about the subject

Joining course discussion, forums or study groups mostly involves all three types of interactions between student-teacher-content.  It can be the most effective means of studying as it combines the effort of different minds in sharing resources, increases your learning efficiency and it is a great way to make friends. Researches show that the people participating in discussion forums are 37% more likely to complete a course. (Coursera, 2020)
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Figure 6- Discuss about the learning subject (Source: How Joining Online Forums Can Boost Your Local Business Email List)
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Online studying can be seen as a great opportunity for several reasons. Some of them may be due to accessibility, personalized learning, cost effectiveness. From my perspective I prefer face to face learning as for me, nothing compares to the student-teacher and student-student interaction. But in some circumstances online learning is necessary and we have to make the best of it. In theory should be easy to study online, but loss of interest and involvement could affect the performance of a student or a teacher, but this is only a subjective prospective that reflects my experience until now.
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Exercise: Fill in the blanks with the first thought that comes to mind.

1. I find it easiest to study when

2. If a subject is really hard, I tend to

3. The subject I most like to study is

4. The subject I least like to study is
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