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Introduction

We found over selves in atypical times where all our habits had to be changed, staying at home became essential to reduce spreading of the virus.
Mostly everyone who was able to modify the system of the stationary work and education brought functioning outside of it and mainly into an online reality.
If there is such a possibility, managing workplace duties from home may not seem extremely difficult, but is it really same with studying?
Universities continued teaching to bring out an incredibly prepared graduate to the market finally. It was a big challenge for the good of the economy because not proof of the degree, but appropriate education can handle world requirements.
So, were online lectures suited to meet these needs?
What are the impacts of online studying, and can we afford such a university future?
In this report, I will present the most important issues according to the student’s experience with the virtual learning environment at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.


Aims and Objectives

Online learning is not a novelty cause by COVID-19. But because the virus has become number one in education.
Having the opportunity to study at UWTSD, I did an in-depth analysis of the virtual learning environment and investigated how the students perceived the e-learning.
In order to achieve this, I made the purposive sampling by questionaries and supported the result with various sources based on population, in that case, online students.
With above, primary and secondary data, I have proved that in today’s world, we can not only flexibly move from stationary to interactive studying, but also get many benefits to our personal life.


Virtual Learning Environment- Background


Virtual Learning is a practical and effective alternative that covers the lack of being physically at school (Rogers-Estable, 2020).
According to Rogers-Estable (2020), online course can fascinate and keep constant attention if it is correspondingly well prepared, clear and supported with a tutor who explains the subject in an interesting manner. Activities during virtual lectures require students to be more involved (Rogers-EStable, 2020). Consequently, students are not bored and gather more knowledge (Rogers-Estable, 2020).

Based on “Introduction to Virtual Learning Design & Delivery” by Rogers-Estable (2020), Gilly Salmon introduced that nicely planned web course to attract learners should cover the following:
1. Entry and inspiration.
2. The process through which students fit into the online class and communicate with all members.
3. Help and assistance provided by the university.
4. Study program appropriates adapted to e-learners needs.
5. List of extra support sources to investigate for broaden the knowledge


Positive impacts
I can say the list of positive impacts of virtual learning is already long. Certainly, acquiring time management skills and controlling self-discipline (Burns, 2020). In my opinion, this change is comparable to gaining work experience.
In accordance with Burns (2020), many students love gadgets, and that was the pleasure for them of being a part of e-world (Burns, 2020). Advanced technology should be used more often if it brings convenience and simplification.
At some universities, lectures were recorder to re-access by students (Burns, 2020). Can you imagine the greater value of the lesson?
Raji Srinivasan (2020) in “The Positives of Virtual Learning That Nobody Is Talking About” draws attention to an extremely important issue. Through the e-learning platform people had a limited ability to get to know each other and to visual impression, which very often evokes all kinds of prejudices (Srinivasan, 2020). Racism, frustration and judgments of someone were practically absent (Srinivasan, 2020). Thanks to this, nobody was distracted, did not get any negative emotions and could easily focus on learning (Srinivasan, 2020).
Another significant aspect- people finally stopped rushing around (Srinivasan, 2020). It is undoubted that it was easier to organise the time for online classes at home than attending a campus, sometimes quite far away (Srinivasan, 2020). Especially for studying parents (Srinivasan, 2020). Another benefit relates to this, the biggest dream of the twenty-first century- saving time and money (Srinivasan, 2020). No travel expenses and time spent on it (Bashshar, 2017, p.46).
Negative impacts
In agreement with Bashshar (2017), cooperation is essential to the effective development as requires improvement of academic skills (p. 33) such as flexibility, perception, investigation, concluding, exchange information and updating the issue with other team members, managing difficulties and disagreements (Indeed, 2020).
Working together is vital on the level of knowledge acquired as well as self-interpersonal intelligence (Bashshar, 2017, pp. 33-34).
Unfortunately, virtual surrounding slightly affected the collaboration in terms of time (Bashshar, 2017, p. 34). Everyone has communicated in their preferences and availability (Bashshar, 2017, p. 34). That led to frustration, and students were closed to ‘lose the track’. There were left to themselves to build a bond with people that they have never met before (Bashshar, 2017, p. 35).

Lack of connection and technical issues of devices were also crucial negative impacts of VLE. That involves additional costs- covering the access to the excellent quality of the internet, repairing the equipment and purchasing various software (Bashshar, 2017, p. 48).
Students began to express their dissatisfaction with VLE (Shulman, 2020). As mention by Toothman (Shulman, 2020), a lot of people especially came to the country for the exact study, to improve language, to get new friends, to take an active part of studying at the university of their dream, at the city they wanted to be (Shulman, 2020).

VLE dominated the market
Apart from all the pros and cons, virtual learning has one dominant factor providing the strength of it (Shulman, 2020). In agreement with Shulman (2020), the environment of online learning is suitable mostly for everyone, regardless of geographic location because it does not require direct facing contact with tutors. Thanks to this, VLE can attract masses of people to move forward in education (Shulman, 2020) or raise attendance.


Research Method

Beyond the depth of knowledge from published sources mentioned above, I have done my survey using questionnaires as the best quantitative data for the research.
From the whole online studying population, I have chosen UWTSD students to be sampled under the London Campus sample frame.
My sampling size was 200 participants, of whom 150 sample units answered all questions honestly.
Sampling turned out to be satisfactory in relation to the secondary data, which only proves the value of VLE.



Results and Analysis

The questionnaires have been completed by students aged between 20 and 40, both women and men.
87% of respondents admitted that VLE was very comfortable. That includes 13% of those who feel convenient with sorting new learning experience and 12% for whom there was no difference.
Because half of them worked during the pandemic, I am assuming online learning fit perfectly into their weekly schedule. It would be questionable whether they would manage work and on-campus activities without stress.
Only 13% of students from the sample stated that learning from home gave them tension for some reason.

As the significant disadvantage of virtual learning participants chosen limitation of social life. So again, the restriction of freedom has a greater predominance than the technical issues, which only 30% of respondents complained. Exactly 5 sample unit lost motivation because VLE and 20 students were unhappy because of the understandable lack of specialised classrooms- some courses require continuous practice.


Such as 98% of respondents were agreed that flexibility is the biggest advantage of online lectures. Individuals had an independent choice of where at a given moment, they would take part in the classes. Three-quarters of them enjoyed the weather studying in the garden when the rest were listened to tutors with full attention while at work.
Sample unanimously stated that they saved a lot of time and money when swapped to virtual learning. In a student’s life, it is an extraordinary privilege to have more free time and an extra ‘penny’.
As another positive impact of VLE students (80% of sample size) pointed a quiet life, without rush and pressure. It is sufficiently stressful to work on all assignments and to make every effort to complete them within the set time limit. So, any reduction in potential stress is a huge benefit.

I included a question in the survey regarding the willingness to keep online learning for the rest of the current studies. And to my surprise- I remind that most of the students complained about the limited socialisation- almost three-quarters were happy to continue their online learning. They probably considered the possibility of contact with colleagues outside the university when all restriction would be over. Adult people have the ability to select values appropriately.


Personal Recommendation

I am a student as well, and maybe because of the first year at university, I do not feel any inconvenience related to virtual studying.

But as I noticed, problems with devices such as a broken camera or microphone can be extremely frustrating for students and carry the consequences. Therefore, everyone should be properly equipped and well prepared against unwanted events. That includes lack of connection under the amount of internet provided by the mobile network. Fixed-line broadband at home or having easy access to it is extremely important.
Another issue- not everyone lives alone, in a quiet environment. Some of the students have families to look after or flatmates who do not care about everything around. The survey showed that to give full attention to the online lectures; there cannot be any distraction. Childcare must be organised during this time, and the house should have a pleasant atmosphere.

But in the end, VLE gives more positives than negatives.
I recommend every University bring more online programs or to change some for ‘blended learning’ courses (Studyportals, 2021). That would be a good compromise, and a perfect solution for indicated drawback of VLE as include both, e-learning and on-campus activities (Studyportals, 2021).


I recommend everyone to study online. As soon as you do not lose motivation- and you will not lose it if you are fully engaged- that would be the best you can do to keep your life calm and secure in terms of mental health, time and money. Possibility to work full-time and to gain an education at the same time is a wonderful discovery of the modern world.


Conclusion

Overall, primary and secondary data showed how beneficial and luxury the virtual learning environment was for students.
Of course, it had disadvantages, but nothing is ever 100% perfect. Something at the expense of something, I can confidently say.
The times of the pandemic have highlighted all aspects of VLE so it can be modified for improvement. I am sure that such advanced technology gives many opportunities to reduce the negative impact of virtual classes.
But even if online learning were to function as already done, it is still worth sticking with this learning system because it gives more benefits than stationary lectures. That only applies to activities that do not require medical or laboratory practices.
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IMPACT OF VIRTUAL LEARNING
ENVIROMENT (VLE) SURVEY AT UWTSD

In Times of the pandemic, we have been forced to change our current lives.
Virtual learing replaced remote on-campus studying.

This questionnaire will allow me to analyse the impact of distance learning at
UWTSD.

Please fill it carefully, giving the most compatible answers.

Please highlight your answer.

Part One. Personal information:

1.Age:

A) less than 20
B) 20-30

C) 30-40

D) more than 40

2. Gender:

A) Male
B) Female
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3. Employment:

A full time

B) part-time

C) | do not work because the COVID-19 situation
D) | do not work at all

4. The cument stage of studies at UWTSD:

A) this is my first year
B) I'min the middle of my studies
C) this is my last year

Part Two. Virtual Learning Survey Question:

1. Which ARE positive impacts of VLE from your experience as a student of
uwisD?

A flexibility

B) save money and fime

C) less stress- you do not have to rush anymore
D) safety
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2. Which is the most negative impact of VLE from your experience as a
student of UWTSD?

A) connection/ technical issues

B) social live affected

C) drop in mofivation

D) no access fo specialised classrooms

3. Where your VLE takes place?

A) home
B) home- mostly garden if the weather is OK
C) whenever | am- work/shop/car.

4.Is VLE comfortable for you?

A) yes, it is very comfortable

B) yes, same as at campus

C) yes. it is easy to manage

D) no, it is not comfortable- feel stress

5. If you said NO in No.4, can you tell why VLE is not comfortable for you?

A) I do not feel comfortable when household take part of VLE
B) I do not feel comfortable in front of the camera
C) other reason
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4. Have you been disturbed during your VLEZ

A) yes, al the time
8) sometimes

C) rarely

D) not at all

7. Is anyone offected because of your VLE?

A) yes- | must ask for quiet or leaving the room
B) no- | live alone/ | have a spare room

8. How much in percentage are you satisfied with UWTSD VLE? Please thick
in the scale given below.

100% - fully satisfied, 50% - moderately safisfied, 0% - not safisfied
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9. Level of education on VLE at UWTSD- please thick in the scale given
below:

1=high 2=average 3= sufficient 4= low

10. We all believe to get back to normal. But if you would have the
chance to study online, would you like to keep VL at UWTSD?

A) Yes
B No

Thank you for your time and
cooperation.
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1,15 VIRUAL LEARNING COMFORTABLE FOR YOU?
@) yes, very comfortable b) yes, same as at campus c) yes, easy to manage

d) no, it is not comfortable- feel stress
No. 1s VLE comfortable for No. of Responders
al yes, very comfortable 100
b) yes, same as at campus 12
o) yes, easy to manage 18
d) is not comfortable- feel stress

Is VLE comfortable?

s} yes, very comfortable
wb) yms, same =@ az campus
®c) yas, easy to manage

ed} 2o, it s net comfortable- feel stress




image8.jpg
2. WHAT IS THE MOST NEGATIVE IMPACT OF VLE FROM YOUR EXPERIENCE

AS A STUDENT AT UWTSD?
a) connection/ technical issue b sacial life affected
) drop in motivation d) no access to speciakzed classrom

No. The most. i No. of
al connection/technical issue

b) socal life affected

] drop in motivation

d) no access to specialized classroom

The most negative impact of
VLE

=a) connection/technical issue

sb) social life affected

sc) drop in motivation

®d) no access to specialized classroom

RO
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3. WHICH ARE POSITIVE IMPACTS OF VLE FROM YOUR EXPERIENCE AS A STUDENT AT UWTSD:
3} flexibility b) save money and time
©) less stress- you do not have to rush anymore d) safety

(a) Alexibility No. of Respondents
option highkghted as Yes 147
option no highlighted 3

Positive impact of VLE- (a)
flexibility

»

sopticn highlighted as Yes soption no highlighted
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save m and time
option highlighted as Yes.
i ted

No. of Resj

Positive impact of VLE- (b)
save money and time

0%

soption highlighted as Yes soption no highlighted

c) less stre do not have to rush

No. of Res;
option highlighted as Yes 120
oﬁon no hlilll jhted 30

Positive impact of VLE- (c)
less stress, no rushing
anymore

soption highlighted as Yes
soption no highligjhted
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No. of
-

Positive impact of VLE- (d)
safety

»option highlighted as Yes soption no highlighted
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4. IF YOU WOULD HAVE A CHANCE TO STUDY ONLINE, WOULD YOU LIKE TO KEEP

VL AT UWTSD?
a) Yes b) No
No. Would like to VL at UWTSD for futu No. of
a Yes 110
bl No 40

Willingness to keep VL at
UWTSD

*a) Yes sb) No
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