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Introduction
Blended learning describes learning activities that involve a systematic combination of co- present (face-to-face) interactions and technologically mediated interactions between students, teachers and learning resources. (Alammary, A. et al. (2014).
Some researchers claim that the traditional classroom is a combination of relationship between teacher and students, relationship between students and both subjects and method of learning, interpersonal relationship among students, and also students’ thoughts on the classroom structure (Anderson, 1970; Jou, 2010).
Aim of report
The focus of this report is to compare blended and traditional class room learning.
Overview of topic 
Due to the Covid -19 pandemic we have been forced to rethink the way we approach students learning in comparison to the past. This is primarily down to the fact that traditionally, students were purely based in a physical classroom environment. However, fast forward to today’s world; educational managers have had to reevaluate the way they teach, as students are now able to study online through a variety of digital tools and technologies- this is referred to as blended learning 
Pros and cons of blended learning
Procs 
One of the advantages of blended learning is flexibility. Flexible learning refers to the ability to customize one’s pace, place and mode of learning. Its gives students the choice to learn wherever they want. For example students who have children are able to work and still do online learning because of its flexibility and are able to dedicate more time to their families and other activities.
Furthermore, another aspect for blended learning is that students have access to helpful online materials anywhere and at any time. Students don’t have to wait to go into physical classroom to have useful information that they need for any assignment.
Moreover, teachers can see the progress of students through assignments and homework provided to students via online apps and have access to it at any time. Teachers don’t have to wait until students bring their work physically to have access to it. This means, that teachers are able to be more flexible when it comes to marking student’s work, they will also be able to provide feedback at a quicker rate as opposed to having to wait for physical copies to be handed in. It also can provide the students with the possibility to submit and edit work once feedback has been provided.

Additionally, blended learning provides benefits from all the comforts of digital materials. These can include scholarly libraries to online essay databases at any time that they need. This is useful for students who don’t have the time to go into physical libraries. This is positive because students have access to researched papers which they can tap into and use for their studies for references and they do not need to access information via reading physical books anymore and even then e-books are now provided online which is another useful resource.
Cons 
On the flip side, blended learning does have its drawbacks because technology can be challenging rather than useful. One of the key issue is technological literacy, which can be a real problem for teachers. Not all digital resources are reliable and easy to use. Especially if teachers are not trained properly to use these digital resources. Teachers will have to do training which they may not be able to do or afford. They possibly may not be able to effectively teach a classroom or provide online classes which consequently, will affect their students negatively and won’t possibly allow for the greatest teaching experience from the teacher.
Not only this but also, blended learning makes teachers over work. Teachers have to broaden their outlooks, choose the apt tools and apps and put in effort to execute a well-balanced and effective lesson plan. Also teachers have to create PowerPoint presentations for every lesson which take up a lot of time and dedication.
Another impact that blended learning can have on students is that it can increase cognitive load for students. Teachers may begin to provide more assignments and educational activities which can make students lose interest in learning. Also this can increase failing grades.
 

Pros and cons of traditional learning 
Pros 
 The first advantage of traditional learning is Motivation. Before college and university classes, students are used to going to school and learning in a classroom surrounded by classmates. Even if they don’t need to do that anymore after high school, to combine a place traditionally meant for acquiring knowledge with the environment of their homes is confusing for them. The learning atmosphere of the traditional classroom helps them to stay focused and keeps them motivated; unlike virtual classrooms, where procrastination can become a common attitude, traditional classrooms preserve a feeling of “now and here” all through the learning process.
Second advantage would be accessibility. Some students don’t have access to technological devices, so online classes are out of the question. Some don’t know how to use them, and some don’t care about them. In a traditional classroom environment, learning begins with the teacher sharing his knowledge with students, proceeds with discussions between the teacher and the students and ends with the new information written in notebooks. For students of specializations that have nothing to do with technology, printed courses and books from the library are, in most cases, enough.
Furthermore, another positive for traditional classroom learning is that it provides students with a fixed schedule and specific periods dedicated exclusively to learning. Most adults lead busy lives these days, whether they have a demanding job or children in school. It’s difficult to find time for personal study between working hours and PTA meetings, and there is always something more important to do. Students in this situation prefer to be “forced” to schedule classes first and then plan other activities around them.
Additionally the traditional teaching is the most direct and effective method. Teachers control and inspire students effectively when the students encounter problems or arise conflicts, they take flexible teaching method adjusting the content according to actual requirement under the general teaching arrangement, which is not only conductive to cultivate the basic technique but also for the good habit in forming students’ self-study ability. Teachers’ action and language become the target imitated by learners, whose outlook towards right and wrong, attitude, value orientation and academic level have great impact on students.
Cons 
Traditional learning also has its downsides like No flexibility. A campus-based learning experience means the class schedule is predetermined and not subject to change. Students must shape their personal schedules around school instead of the other way around. If plans unexpectedly change or an emergency comes up, the student cannot adjust the class schedule to turn in the work at a different time. If a scheduling conflict arises between work and school, students are forced to choose between getting an education and getting a paycheck.
Another impact of traditional learning is travel considerations. With classroom learning, students must physically attend the courses to get credit for attendance. Those who must travel long distances to get to school must allot enough time to arrive on time, particularly in instances in which inclement weather is involved. A long commute may also mean spending more money on gas over a long period of time which, when combined with the cost of education, may present an issue to financially challenged students.
Additionally traditional classroom learning can make or cause students to be less focused. Although in traditional education systems students have many opportunities and activities to attend, as well as the chance to socialize, this can be a drawback for some students--causing a lack of focus and other problems. Some school environments may be filled with distractions, such as too much socializing, a loud room, or an uncomfortable atmosphere for students. Although many students become accustomed to distractions over time, others may improve their work output and focus dramatically when an alternative solution is offered, such as an alternative schooling option.

Evaluation 
Based on the evidence presented above; blended learning and traditional learning, both have their positive and negative aspects. On the one hand, the traditional approach to learning offers a more accessible and engagement enhancing experience for both the student and the teacher. This can also serve as a motivational approach when students are in class with more students working on the same task and teachers supporting using multiple relevant resources to involve the students learning. On the other hand, we have a more modern approach to teaching and learning that provides more flexibility.
Not only this, but it allows for students to access resources at any given time. This method, could be seen as disruptive because some teachers may need training on blended learning and may not feel comfortable in using technology. We also need to acknowledge that some teachers may not be able to afford certain technologies to participate in blended learning.

There are many examples where we can see which method of learning is preferred. A good example, is students at the University of Wales Saint Trinity who were given the option to either have online classes or visit physical classes. If we take into consideration group work, online activities or engagement rate; we can state that it won’t be as high as for those student that attend a classroom. Ultimately, the online presence may result in less discussions that could potentially be carried out in a classroom.

Both blended and traditional forms of learning serve a positive purpose. However, if we look into how the world is evolving, how classrooms are becoming more digitized and the fact that there’s a constant increase in technology; blended learning will remain the way forward in our new age when It comes to teaching and learning. Many countries around the world have also realized how they need to invest heavily in technology and incorporating them into classrooms due to the pandemic. The pandemic has allowed for much flexibility when it comes to “home learning” and being able to learn virtually, without interrupting the students learning experience.

In my opinion, I believe that the traditional form of learning is now outdated. We are living in very unpredictable times where things are constantly changing. This has an impact for both students and teachers; hence why there needs to be much more agility and flexibility to learning as times aren’t as they were in the past.

Conclusion 
Blended and traditional learning are both excellent methods of teaching but due to the Covid-19 pandemic students have had to adapt to online teaching. It is recommended that students have the option to choose whether they want to study online or in physical classroom.  Universities should invest in training teachers to use more technologically based apps and also provide training for students to use those apps.  With how the world is going and technology is upgrading some students will definitely choose to do online classes and some to do present class because every student has their own way of leaning so there should be an option.
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