
Workshop: Poster 
preparation
Pompeii: The life, death and rediscovery of a Roman 
town (HPAH5078/HPAH6078)



The poster 
presentation 
(element 2)

• Worth 30% at L5, 24% at L6.
• Building on element 1 – a 

critical overview of your 
chosen building site.

• 10 minutes followed by 
questions.
• Timing is assessed.

• Date of presentation: 
12/3/24.



What goes in a poster

• Think of it as a short story.
•Describing a few major points.
•Have a good balance between text 

and graphics.
•Give it graphics and a title that will 

grab the reader’s interest.



Poster design
All posters should have two main elements
1. Simple and clear data  or graphic or design 

images/displays
• Make it easy for people to see.

2. Small supporting blocks of text
• Consider stating the: Who, what, where, when, 

why?
• Brief clear and concise descriptions. Don’t make 

people stand in front of your poster reading for 
too long.

Important: you may find that there is a 
countervailing tensions between clarity 
and brevity vs. depth of analysis.



Poster 
design 
options

• Depending on your area of study, 
choose a poster design tool you feel 
you would be most comfortable 
using.

• There are many poster design 
tools, here are some 
examples:

• PowerPoint.
• MS Publisher.
• Illustrator.
• Google Slides.

Your poster 
orientation 
can be 
either 
portrait or 
landscape.



Styles of presentation

Educationally focused

Didactic: convey knowledge of a topic

Broader in focus (but not exhaustive).

May present contrasting scholarly 
interpretations (as part of overview).

May be more empirical

Research focused

Argumentative: presenting a more specific 
argument or position.

Narrower in focus (assumed basic knowledge).

Arguing for or against specific interpretations.

Adopting a specific methodology (or a few) 

Both styles of presentation should draw upon relevant ancient evidence and scholarship. 
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