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Reflection of learning online

For the purpose of this reflection, I will be using Gibbs (1988).
Description
In this course of May 2021 I am learning about learning online. It is my first time being a student, so this is a very different experience for me that I have ever practised before. The course is two times a week for three hours every Monday and every Wednesday with two different lectures who names are Laura and Shelha. Some weeks the lectures are online with Shehla and other weeks the lectures are at the Swansea bay campus. Every Lecture with Laura is online. We use all different apps which include Microsoft word, Microsoft teams, moodle and student hub online libraries and what’s app groups with my peers from the group. All these apps help to complete our work and to be able to attend the zoom meetings.
Feelings
It has taken me a bit of time to get used to using all the different apps and also my laptop as for many years I have only needed to use my mobile phone for work purposes. It has also taken me time to get my time management correct with my busy personal life and full time job. It has been a little stressful taking in all this new information given to be able to put it all together and then be able to write an assessment about everything we have learned the last few weeks in campus and with our online lectures. I did feel quite frustrated when I fell behind one or two of the lectures which was due to not attending the full lectures online, so I felt abit confused on what exactly needed to be done and by what times and dates they needed to be completed by. It has left me feeling worried that this would impact my performance through the rest of the course. Looking back now I’m happy with online learning and feel a lot more confident going forward.



Evaluation
The things that worked well was that we had a lot of online help with all the different apps which included online libraries and we had example work to look up for tips and suggestions to use in our assignments and also our two lecturers Laura and Shelha were always there is we had any questions or queries. For the purpose of this reflection, I have used Gibbs (1988).  I found that this reference worked with how I learn new things and found it easier than the Kolb reference. I also found that because we had a what’s app group with other peers to speak and help each other out to the run ups to our assignments and if anyone felt they needed that extra help. I did find that I struggled with getting my head around learning online and using everything online, also managing my time and getting the written assignment done with a full time job and also being four months pregnant but with a bit of time scheduled in and patience I got around to finishing the assignment.

Analysis
I think the reason that my assignment went well was because I decided to take some time and thoroughly read and research up about what needed to be done and in time. I got in to a flow of working through the assignment and recognising my strengths. From my experience working this way is the best way for me when I’m working by myself. Once I know what I need to do and manage time around the task I enjoy working in areas that match my strengths.
I initially thought that this approach would save me time when piecing together the sections in the end, and therefore I didn’t think the time management through. In reality to missing out a small part of one of the lectures, it ended up costing me far more time than expected and it also made me stressed and I found myself rushing through parts of it.  I think the fact I hadn’t planned how we I was going to be writing and structuring the sections led me to this situation




Conclusion
I have learned that when or if I fall behind on a lecture again to follow up with peers and lectures straight away taking notes and reading and watching as much tutorials as possible to be able to feel confident in what I’m doing and sending in for my assignment and not having to feel stresses out the whole time. I will want to divide my personal life work life and university life. I must plan how I want each section to look and feel – having done this I would of likely have made it possible to put the sections together and submit without much or any rewriting. I learned that we sometimes have to challenge the decisions I make with time keeping and to ensure feeling uneasy about the given assignment that is needed to be completed by a certain dead line.
Action plan
So my action plan for my next lecture would be to make sure I prioritise my lecture times online and at the campus to ensure that I get the full help provided for any future given assignments. I will help research more online and research through every available app that can help me with my task. I will also take more part in the what’s app groups with my fellow peers and with the online lectures. I will also speak out more openly if or when I feel I am a bit stuck or confused on anything we are learning.
I will pick certain days when to study so that I’m ready for my next lecture and assignment. Whether that be in work on my lunch hour or at home one evening to do an hour or so each night to feel fully confident in what needs to be done.
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