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Title Independent Project 
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Level 6 

Credits 40 

Pre-Requisites None 

 

 
AIM(S) 

 To develop the ability of students to engage critically and innovatively with theory 
and/or practice relevant to their studied subject areas in order to produce a 
discipline specific in-depth project. 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 

 Demonstrate intellectual skills in the identification of an appropriate topic, problem 
or challenge for investigation pertinent to their field of study and formulate a 
suitable plan for further research utilising relevant investigative methods in order 
to produce a response. 

 Evidence in-depth knowledge and critical understanding of principles necessary 
to underpin their education within their chosen field of study and problem solving 
techniques applicable to this.  

 Evidence independence of thought and critical evaluation in the production of an 
independent piece of work, demonstrating transferable skills through exercising 
initiative and personal responsibility in planning own learning and self-
management. 

 Organise their knowledge and learning through use of a range of media, and 
present their work appropriately in a manner that can be understood by specialist 
and non-specialist audiences.  

 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 

 Research paradigms, methods, and techniques of research and enquiry.  

 Conducting and writing literature reviews. 

 Ethical concerns and the research process. 

 Resource, project, and skills management processes and techniques.  

 Presenting and illustrating data and information. 

 Communication of general, specialist, technical ideas and results. 

 Problem solving, creative, entrepreneurial thinking and approaches. 

 Collaboration, adaptability and reflection. 



Study Time Allocation 
 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 
 

Activity type Hours Percentage 

Scheduled learning 36 9% 

Independent learning 364 91% 

Placement learning   

TOTAL 400 100% 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 
Assessment Component 1 
(Tick one) 

☐ Written exam ☒ Coursework ☐ Practical 

 

Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Portfolio   Minimum of 3 elements  (equivalent to 
10,000 words) 

100%  

 
 
Assessment Summary 

Activity type Percentage 

Written exam  

Coursework 100% 

Practical  

TOTAL 100% 

 

 
INDICATIVE READING LIST 
This will be guided by the student’s individual project. 
 

Module Code  

Module Title Independent Project  

Classification Reading List entry Electronic* 

Essential Cottrell S, (2015) Skills for Success Personal 
Development and Employability, 3rd edition, Palgrave. 
London.   

☒ 

Essential ASET, 2013 Good Practice Guide for Workbased 
Learning and Placement Learning in Higher Education 

☒ 

Essential Gray, D.E. (2018) Doing Real World Research, 
London: SAGE.  

☐ 

Further Gallagher K, (2016) Essential Study and Employment 
Skills For Business and Management Students, Oxford 

☐ 

Further Gottschall, Jonathan (2013), The Storytelling Animal: 
How Stories Make Us Human, Houghton Mifflin 

☐ 

Further Storr, Will (2020), The Science of Storytelling, William 
Collins 

☐ 

Further Cohen, L. Manion, L. and Morrison, K. (2017) 
Research Methods in Education, 8th edition London: 
Routledge. 

☒ 

Further Flick, U. (2014) An Introduction to Qualitative 
Research, London: SAGE.  

☐ 



Further Aubrey, K. & Riley, A. (2017) Understanding and Using 
Challenging Education Theories, London: SAGE. 

☒ 

Further  Brinkmann, S. and Kvale, S. (2018) Doing Interviews 
(Qualitative Research Kit). Sage 

☐ 

 

Further  Gibbs, G. (2018) Analysing Qualitative Data 
(Qualitative Research Kit). Sage 

☒ 

 

Further Creswell, J. W. (2012). Qualitative inquiry and research 
design: Choosing among five approaches. Sage 

☐ 

Further Obschonka, M., Hakkarainen, K., Lonka, K. et 
al. Entrepreneurship as a twenty-first century skill: 
entrepreneurial alertness and intention in the transition 
to adulthood. Small Bus Econ 48, 487–501 (2017). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11187-016-9798-6 

☒ 

 

Further  https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/entrecomp ☒ 
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