Choose one country in the majority world (low- or middle-income country) and critically explore the barriers to accessing good quality, consistent education for children and young people in your chosen country. Refer to national, regional, and international policies and reports; and apply theory throughout.

This Essay will look at a variety of barriers children in Zimbabwe face compared to children in Wales. It will compare education standards for children in Zimbabwe and reflect on how children have different rights in different countries.

In Zimbabwe, several barriers impede access to quality education for children and young people. Economic challenges, exacerbated by high levels of poverty and unemployment, hinder families' ability to afford school fees, uniforms, and other essential educational resources. Additionally, inadequate infrastructure, especially in rural areas, creates physical barriers to accessing schools, while teacher shortages and low-quality instruction further undermine the educational experience. Political instability and unrest disrupt schooling, and gender disparities persist, particularly affecting girls' education due to cultural norms and early marriage practices. Health challenges, such as HIV/AIDS and malnutrition, also impact students' ability to attend school regularly. Inadequate education policies and governance further exacerbate these barriers, resulting in disparities in educational outcomes across the country. Addressing these challenges requires concerted efforts from the government, civil society, and international partners to improve infrastructure, invest in teacher training, mitigate economic disparities, and promote gender equality, ultimately ensuring equitable access to quality education for all Zimbabwean children and youth.
Education in Zimbabwe has a complex history and has faced various challenges over the years. The country has made significant efforts to prioritize education as a fundamental right and a key driver of development. Education in Zimbabwe faces numerous challenges, reflecting broader socio-economic and political issues within the country. While strides have been made to improve access to education since independence, significant disparities persist, particularly between urban and rural areas. Economic constraints, infrastructure deficiencies, teacher shortages, and gender disparities all contribute to hindering the quality and inclusivity of education. Despite these challenges, education remains a priority for the government and stakeholders, with ongoing efforts to address barriers and improve educational outcomes. Initiatives such as free primary education, teacher training programs, and curriculum reforms aim to enhance access and quality of education. However, sustained investment, innovative approaches, and effective governance are needed to overcome these challenges and ensure that all Zimbabwean children have access to a quality education that equips them with the skills and knowledge needed to thrive in an increasingly competitive global landscape.
Education in Wales is characterised by a commitment to inclusivity, innovation, and excellence. The education system in Wales places a strong emphasis on promoting the holistic development of learners, nurturing their intellectual, social, and emotional growth. Underpinned by the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), education in Wales prioritizes the well-being and rights of children, ensuring that they have access to quality learning experiences that enable them to reach their full potential. The Curriculum for Wales, introduced in 2022, embodies a forward-thinking approach to education, emphasizing creativity, critical thinking, and digital literacy. Furthermore, initiatives such as the Foundation Phase for early childhood education and the Welsh Baccalaureate for secondary school students offer innovative and experiential learning opportunities. Collaboration between schools, communities, and government agencies is central to the success of education in Wales, fostering a culture of collaboration and shared responsibility for the success of all learners. As Wales continues to evolve its education system, it remains committed to promoting equity, excellence, and empowerment for all learners, ensuring that every child has the opportunity to thrive and contribute to society.
The education system in Zimbabwe follows a 7-4-2-3 model, consisting of seven years of primary education, followed by four years of secondary education (Ordinary Level), two years of upper secondary education (Advanced Level), and three years of tertiary education The education system in Wales follows the National Curriculum, which is tailored to the specific needs and priorities of Welsh learners. The Welsh Government sets educational policies and oversees the curriculum, which includes subjects such as Welsh, English, mathematics, science, and humanities. Zimbabwe follows a similar structure, with a national curriculum that covers core subjects such as mathematics, science, English, and social studies. However, the curriculum in Zimbabwe may have different emphases and priorities compared to Wales, reflecting cultural, historical, and economic factors.
The government of Zimbabwe introduced free primary education in 1980, following independence. However, while tuition may be free, there are still associated costs such as uniforms, books, and exam fees, which can be prohibitive for many families, particularly in rural areas. Educational outcomes in Wales are monitored and assessed through various measures, including standardized testing, school inspections, and national assessments. The Welsh Government uses this data to inform policy decisions and drive improvements in educational quality and performance. Similarly, educational outcomes in Zimbabwe are assessed through national examinations such as the Zimbabwe School Examinations Council (ZIMSEC) examinations. However, challenges such as teacher shortages and infrastructure deficiencies may impact educational outcomes in some regions.

Education in Zimbabwe is provided by both public and private institutions. Public schools are funded and managed by the government, while private schools are operated independently and often charge tuition fees. Zimbabwe's education system has faced numerous challenges, including economic instability, teacher shortages, inadequate infrastructure, and political unrest. These challenges have impacted the quality of education and access to schooling, particularly for marginalized communities and rural populations. Children in Wales have a right to free primary and secondary education, with efforts made to promote access and inclusion for all learners. The Welsh Government has implemented policies to support disadvantaged students and address barriers to education. While Zimbabwe also provides for free primary education, access to quality education can be hindered by economic challenges, infrastructure deficiencies, and teacher shortages. Disparities in educational access persist, particularly in rural and marginalized communities.

Teacher training and professional development are key priorities in Wales, with initiatives aimed at equipping educators with the skills and knowledge necessary to deliver high-quality instruction. The Welsh Government provides support for ongoing professional development and teacher training programs.
Teacher shortages and limited training opportunities are challenges faced by the education system in Zimbabwe. Efforts to address these issues may be hindered by economic constraints and resource limitations.
Zimbabwe has experienced a brain drain of qualified teachers due to economic challenges and low salaries. This has led to understaffed schools and compromised the quality of instruction. The curriculum in Zimbabwe emphasizes academic subjects such as mathematics, science, English, and social studies. However, there have been calls for reforms to make the curriculum more relevant to the needs of students and the country's development priorities. Zimbabwe has several universities and colleges offering tertiary education. However, access to higher education remains limited, and there are disparities in enrolment rates between urban and rural areas.  Welsh and English are official languages in Wales, and both languages are used in education. Efforts have been made to promote bilingualism and preserve the Welsh language within the education system. Whereas in Zimbabwe,
English is the primary language of instruction. Reflecting the country's colonial history and linguistic diversity. Indigenous languages may also be taught as part of the curriculum, depending on the region.
The government of Zimbabwe has launched various initiatives to improve access to education, including the construction of new schools, provision of scholarships, and efforts to address gender disparities in education.
The Welsh Government has implemented policies aimed at promoting access to education and reducing disparities in educational outcomes. Initiatives such as the Pupil Development Grant and the School Effectiveness Framework focus on supporting disadvantaged learners and improving overall educational attainment.
Access to education in Zimbabwe can be affected by economic factors, with disparities existing between urban and rural areas. Efforts have been made to promote universal primary education, but challenges such as poverty, infrastructure deficiencies, and teacher shortages persist.

Like many countries, Zimbabwe's education system has been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, leading to school closures, disruptions in learning, and challenges in implementing remote learning initiatives, particularly in rural areas with limited access to technology. 
Children in Wales have access to healthcare services through the National Health Service (NHS) Wales, which provides free or subsidized healthcare to all residents. Efforts are made to promote child health and well-being through preventive care and support services. Healthcare services in Zimbabwe face challenges such as underfunding, shortages of medical supplies, and inadequate infrastructure. These challenges can impact children's access to healthcare, particularly in rural areas where healthcare facilities may be scarce.
Children in Wales are protected from harm through legislation such as the Children Act 1989, which outlines duties and responsibilities for safeguarding children and promoting their welfare. Social services and law enforcement agencies work to investigate and address cases of abuse, neglect, and exploitation.
Zimbabwe has laws and policies in place to protect children from harm, including the Children's Act and the Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act. However, implementation and enforcement may be hindered by factors such as limited resources and gaps in the justice system.

While there are similarities in the structure and objectives of education in Wales and Zimbabwe, there are also differences shaped by historical, cultural, and socio-economic factors. Both countries face challenges in ensuring equitable access to quality education, but their approaches to addressing these challenges may vary based on their respective contexts and priorities.
Comparing children's rights in Zimbabwe and Wales reveals differences in legal frameworks, implementation, and societal attitudes toward child welfare.
Children's rights in Wales are protected by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), which has been incorporated into Welsh law through the Children's Rights Measure 2011. This legislation places a legal duty on public bodies in Wales to consider children's rights in decision-making processes. Zimbabwe is also a signatory to the UNCRC and has taken steps to align its laws with international standards on children's rights. However, challenges remain in fully implementing and enforcing these rights due to factors such as resource constraints and political instability. 
For children in Wales, Efforts are made to promote children's participation in decision-making processes and ensure their voices are heard. Mechanisms such as children's councils and youth forums provide opportunities for young people to express their views and influence policies that affect them.
While Zimbabwe recognizes children's rights to participation, challenges exist in ensuring meaningful participation due to societal norms, cultural attitudes, and limitations in resources and infrastructure.
While both Zimbabwe and Wales have legal frameworks and policies in place to protect children's rights, challenges remain in fully realizing these rights in practice. Economic, social, and political factors influence the implementation and enforcement of children's rights in both countries, highlighting the need for continued advocacy and investment in child welfare.
In Zimbabwe, promoting gender equality among children is an ongoing challenge that requires multifaceted approaches. While efforts have been made to ensure equal access to education for boys and girls, gender disparities persist, particularly in rural and marginalised communities. Cultural norms and practices often prioritize boys' education over girls', leading to higher dropout rates among girls and limiting their opportunities for advancement. Early marriage and teenage pregnancy further exacerbate gender inequalities, affecting girls' health and educational outcomes. Addressing these challenges requires comprehensive strategies that involve not only improving access to education but also challenging harmful gender norms, providing support for vulnerable children, and empowering girls to fulfil their potential. Civil society organizations and government initiatives play a crucial role in promoting gender equality among children, but sustained efforts are needed to create an environment where all children, regardless of gender, can thrive and realize their rights.
In Wales, efforts to promote gender equality among children are embedded within broader initiatives to advance human rights and social justice. The Welsh Government has implemented policies and programs aimed at fostering inclusive environments where children of all genders can thrive and fulfil their potential. Educational institutions play a crucial role in promoting gender equality by implementing curriculum frameworks that challenge stereotypes, promote diversity, and encourage critical thinking about gender roles. Additionally, initiatives such as the Welsh Government's "Gender Equality in Schools" program provide training and resources to educators to support gender-sensitive teaching practices and create safe and inclusive learning environments. Beyond education, children's rights organizations and advocacy groups work to raise awareness about gender-based discrimination and empower children to advocate for their rights. While progress has been made, challenges remain in addressing deep-rooted societal norms and systemic inequalities. Continued efforts to promote gender equality among children in Wales are essential for building a more equitable and inclusive society for future generations.
Education barriers in Zimbabwe have a profound impact on children, affecting their present well-being and future opportunities. Economic constraints, such as poverty and high unemployment rates, often force families to prioritize basic needs over education-related expenses, leading to limited access to learning materials, uniforms, and transportation. As a result, many children, particularly those from disadvantaged backgrounds, are unable to enroll in school or are forced to drop out prematurely. Furthermore, infrastructure deficiencies, including inadequate school facilities and long distances to travel to school, create additional barriers to accessing education, particularly in rural areas. The shortage of qualified teachers exacerbates these challenges, compromising the quality of instruction and limiting students' learning outcomes. Gender disparities further compound the issue, as cultural norms and practices often prioritize boys' education over girls', leading to higher dropout rates and reduced opportunities for girls to reach their full potential. These barriers not only deprive children of their right to education but also perpetuate cycles of poverty and inequality, hindering Zimbabwe's overall development and prosperity. Addressing education barriers is therefore essential for ensuring that every child in Zimbabwe has the opportunity to receive a quality education and build a brighter future for themselves and their communities.
UNICEF Zimbabwe's 'Quality Learning and Skills Development' programme is a comprehensive initiative aimed at improving the quality of education and skills development for children and young people in Zimbabwe. The program encompasses various strategies and interventions designed to address key challenges in the education sector and ensure that every child has access to a quality education that prepares them for future success. 
UNICEF works with the Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education to provide training and support for teachers, equipping them with the necessary skills and knowledge to deliver quality instruction. This includes training in innovative teaching methods, classroom management techniques, and child-centred approaches to learning.
UNICEF supports efforts to review and update the national curriculum to ensure it is relevant, inclusive, and aligned with international standards. This may involve incorporating new subjects, such as life skills education and digital literacy, and promoting gender-sensitive and culturally responsive teaching practices.
The programme aims to improve infrastructure and facilities in schools, particularly in rural and underserved areas. This may include constructing new classrooms, providing furniture, and learning materials, and ensuring access to clean water and sanitation facilities, creating safe and conducive learning environments for children.
UNICEF works closely with communities, parents, and local stakeholders to promote active participation in education and decision-making processes. This may involve establishing school management committees, conducting community awareness campaigns, and mobilizing resources to support school development initiatives. In addition to academic education, the programme emphasises the importance of skills development and vocational training for adolescents and young people. UNICEF supports initiatives that provide technical and vocational education and training (TVET) opportunities, equipping young people with the skills they need to pursue sustainable livelihoods and contribute to economic growth.
UNICEF conducts regular monitoring and evaluation of the programme to assess progress, identify challenges, and inform future interventions. This includes collecting data on key education indicators, conducting assessments of learning outcomes, and soliciting feedback from stakeholders to ensure accountability and transparency.
UNICEF Zimbabwe's 'Quality Learning and Skills Development' programme represents a holistic and collaborative approach to improving education outcomes for children and young people in Zimbabwe. By addressing the multiple dimensions of quality education, the programme aims to empower children and youth with the knowledge, skills, and opportunities they need to thrive and reach their full potential.

Barriers to education persist in both Wales and Zimbabwe, albeit in varying forms and degrees. Economic constraints, infrastructure deficiencies, teacher shortages, and cultural norms all contribute to limiting access to quality education for children and young people in both countries. While Wales benefits from more robust infrastructure and resources compared to Zimbabwe, disparities in educational outcomes and opportunities still exist, particularly for marginalized communities. In contrast, Zimbabwe faces additional challenges stemming from political instability, health crises, and economic hardships, which further exacerbate barriers to education. 
Improving education in Zimbabwe requires a multi-faceted approach that addresses the various challenges facing the education system. First and foremost, increasing investment in education is essential to provide schools with the necessary resources, including infrastructure, learning materials, and qualified teachers. Additionally, prioritising teacher training and professional development programs can enhance the quality of instruction and ensure that educators are equipped with the skills needed to effectively engage and inspire students. Curriculum reforms that promote relevance, critical thinking, and practical skills are also crucial to preparing students for success in a rapidly changing world. Moreover, efforts to address gender disparities and promote inclusivity in education are paramount, including initiatives to empower girls and remove barriers to their access and retention in school. Collaborative partnerships between government agencies, civil society organizations, and international stakeholders are essential for driving systemic change and ensuring that education remains a top priority on Zimbabwe's development agenda. By working together to address these challenges and implement evidence-based solutions, Zimbabwe can create an education system that empowers every child to fulfil their potential and contribute to the nation's prosperity. Despite these challenges, efforts are underway in both countries to address these barriers and promote equitable access to education. By investing in infrastructure, teacher training, curriculum development, and community engagement, policymakers can work towards overcoming these barriers and ensuring that every child has the opportunity to receive a quality education, regardless of their socio-economic background or geographic location. Ultimately, achieving this goal requires collaborative efforts from governments, civil society organizations, and international partners to create inclusive and supportive learning environments that empower children to reach their full potential and contribute to society.
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