WORKSHOP QUESTIONS: ASSIGNMENT 2
Question 1
Explain the factors taken into account by the courts to determine if an occupier of premises has breached the common duty of care owed to a lawful entrant.
Question 2
In respect of the following incidents consider the principal issues of law which will arise under the Occupiers’ Liability Acts of 1957 and 1984 if the injured parties attempt to recover their losses.
(a) Skylon Hotel commenced a major refurbishment of the hotel and put up a large notice at the entrance warning guests to take care on the premises. Ria was checking her email on the guest computer in the hotel lobby when Daniel, her 2-year-old son, strayed away. Daniel was discovered soon afterwards lying badly injured at the bottom of the hotel swimming pool, which had been emptied for maintenance.
(b) Ronan, the electrician, forgot to check that the main power supply was switched off before he started work on replacing the electric cables. As Ronan removed the first electric cable, he suffered a severe electric shock because the cable had perforated.
(c) James, a freelance gardener working at the hotel, began to feel unwell. He decided to have a sleep in one of the Skylon’s unoccupied rooms so he waited until the receptionist was busy checking in new guests to sneak upstairs into one of the bedrooms. The vibration of the drills on the construction work caused the ceiling in the room to collapse and cause James a broken arm.
(d) Kathryn, a salesperson, misread her Satnav and mistakenly drove her car into the Skylon car park. She ignored the large ‘No Parking’ sign around the outside construction area as she stopped to make a phone call. As Kathryn was making the call a piece of negligently erected scaffolding fell onto her car and smashed the windscreen.

