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AIM(S)
· To prepare the student to integrate academic research, scholarly discussion and professional practice


LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· critically reflect on the role of theory, epistemology, ontology and axiology in shaping and interpreting practitioner research;
· critically discuss approaches to reliability, validity and bias in social research;
· examine fully the ethical considerations in social research and develop research designs that meet a high standard of ethical practice;
· critically analyse communications and communicate scholarship effectively.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· The philosophy, practice and communication of applied academic research: theory, paradigms, epistemology and ontology – the philosophical underpinnings of practitioner research.
· Positionality and bias in research.
· Reading and evaluating literature as a practitioner-researcher.
· Designing studies: qualitative and quantitative methodology; measurement; experimental, quasi-experimental and naturalistic studies; causality and causal inference; sampling; common pitfalls and problems.
· Making sense of data: approaches to data analysis, using theory to interpret data.
· Generating theory.
· Ethics in social research.
· Making a contribution: what makes an original and important research question? Linking to other research; applied social research; developing recommendations for evidence-based practice.
· Academic communication – academic conventions and styles of communication; conference presentations; journal and report writing; peer reviewing; presenting academic research to non-academic audiences.


Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	10%

	Independent learning
	270
	90%

	Placement learning
	--
	--

	TOTAL
	300
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 (Tick one)

	☐
	Written exam
	☒
	Coursework
	☐
	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Portfolio (to include oral and written components)
	12 elements
	100%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	--

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	--

	TOTAL
	100%




INDICATIVE READING LIST  

	Module Code
	BMDP7000

	Module Title
	Approaches to Research and Academic Communication

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Costley, C., and Fulton, J. (2018) Methodologies for Practice Research: Approaches for Professional Doctorates. London: Sage
	☒

	Essential
	Costley, C., Elliott, G. and Gibbs, P. (2010) Doing Work based Research: approaches to enquiry for insider-researchers London: Sage
	☒

	Essential
	Grix, J. (2018) The Foundations of Research. Red Global Press.
	☒

	Essential
	Schwartz, S.J. (2022). The Savvy Academic: Publishing in the Social and Health Sciences. Oxford University Press. 
	☒

	Further
	Huang, L.S. (2010) Academic Communication Skills: Conversation Strategies for International Graduate Students: University Press of America.
	☒

	Further
	Hatcher, T.S., and Rocco, T.S. (2011) The Handbook of Scholarly Writing and Publishing. Wiley
	☒

	Further
	Dodd, S-J., and Esptein, I, J. (2012) Practice-based Research in Social Work. Routledge.
	☒

	Further
	Babbie, E. (2020) The Practice of Social Research, 15th edition. Wadsworth: Cengage Learning.
	☒

	Further
	Blaxter, L., Hughes, C. and Tight, M. (2010) How to Research. Buckingham: Open University Press.
	☒

	Further
	Bryman, A. (ed.) (2015) Doing Research in Organisations. London: Routledge.
	☒

	Further
	Campbell, A. and Groundwater-Smith, S. (2007) An Ethical Approach to Practitioner Research. London: Routledge.
	☒

	Further
	Easterby-Smith, M., Thorpe, R. and Jackson, P (2012 4th ed) Management Research, London: Sage.
	☐

	Further
	Gill, G and Johnson, P. (2011) Research Methods for Managers, London: Sage.
	☐

	Further
	Robson, C. (2015) Real World Research (4th edition). Chichester: John Wiley and Sons.
	☐

	Further
	Thomson, A. (2009) Critical reasoning: A practical introduction. London: Routledge.
	☒






