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J.R. Lloyd Thomas Principal Report 1965-66
These principal’s reports have a tendency to open with the students enrolled in the year. This year that number is one hundred and twelve.[footnoteRef:1] However, there is something to note this year before we make our comparison to the past two. This year, for the first time since we started enrolling students in 1827, that number is not just of enrolled male students, but enrolled female students as well. The 1963-64 year had one hundred and eleven students enrolled and last year, 1964-65 there were one hundred and three students enrolled. As can be seen, this year’s number of one hundred and twelve is relatively in line with our recent enrollments. The number is expected to make an increase in the coming years as we add more accommodation for female students.[footnoteRef:2] As mentioned before, there are two groups having been enrolled this year, male and female. Ninety of this year’s students are men, and the remaining twenty-two are our new female additions (see Figure 1).[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  Roderic Bowen Library and Archives: University Archive UA/A/19 Tutors' Register,  1960-73 ]  [2:  RBLA UA/SP/4/42 Gownsman, 23rd October 1964 ]  [3:  RBLA UA/A/19 Tutors' Register,  1960-73 ] 
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Figure 1: list of female students from Tutor's Register
Saint David’s College was founded in 1822 by Bishop Thomas Burgess, and officially opened in March of 1827[footnoteRef:4]. This academic year marks the centenary of the charter that enabled us to start granting Bachelor of Arts degrees. When Saint David’s College opened it was amongst only Cambridge and Oxford and followed in their footsteps as a theologically focused campus with the Bachelor of Divinity being granted starting in 1852. The intention of the college’s founding was to give the clergy an opportunity to receive a liberal education.[footnoteRef:5] For the Welsh clergy before this time this was a much more difficult task as it could only be undertaken by traveling to attend either Oxford or Cambridge.[footnoteRef:6]  The study has now diversified with offerings varying from history to philosophy to classics, as well as languages such as Welsh, English, French, and German. [footnoteRef:7][footnoteRef:8] This year marked the centenary of something other than just the awarding of Bachelor of Arts for this institution, but also that of Rugby in Wales.[footnoteRef:9][footnoteRef:10] Rugby got its start in Wales here in Lampeter at this college one hundred years ago in a game against Llandovery[footnoteRef:11]. [4:  RBLA UA/SP/4/(unnumbered) Gownsman, 12th November 1965 ]  [5:  David T. W Price. 1990. A History of Saint David’s University College Lampeter: 1889-1971 (University of Wales Press), II]  [6:  ‘St. David’s College, Lampeter’. 1865. The Welshman, p. 6 <https://newspapers.library.wales/view/4352954/4352960/31>]  [7:  RBLA  UA/A/41 Examination and scholarship lists, 1904-71 ]  [8:  RBLA UA/A/20 Admissions Register,  1964-7 ]  [9:  Dai Smith, and Gareth Williams. 1980. Fields of Praise (University of Wales Press)]  [10:  RBLA UA/SP/4/53 Gownsman, 11th March 1966 ]  [11:  University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 2023. ‘Honouring a Man of His Community’, University of Wales Trinity Saint David <https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/news/press-releases/press-2023/honouring-a-man-of-his-community.html>] 

	On the topic of rugby, many sports teams have represented our humble campus over the years. This year we were represented with a notable turnout. Our Rugby team managed some wins during this important year in Welsh rugby’s history. Moving to our association football team has been impressive this year, especially in the defense. Three of our footballers have been celebrated consistently this year so my commendation to Alan Jenkins[footnoteRef:12], Ken Davies, and D.J. Hurst[footnoteRef:13][footnoteRef:14]. Our club of harriers has greatly improved since last year’s revival of the club. Last year our cross-country runners placed in the bottom seven overall[footnoteRef:15] but this year we’ve been in the top two spots for multiple races. [footnoteRef:16] Our hockey team particularly impressed us in their win against the All Arms Junior Leaders’ Regiment. Our lawn tennis team had a very skilled group of newcomers, the club often noted for how promising these new faces were.[footnoteRef:17][footnoteRef:18]While our wrestling, cricket and badminton clubs have not been mentioned in detail they are equally as important as our other sports clubs. [12:  RBLA UA/SP/4/51 Gownsman, 4th February 1966 ]  [13:  RBLA UA/SP/4/52 Gownsman, 18th February 1966 ]  [14:  RBLA UA/SP/4/(unnumbered) Gownsman, 12th November 1965 ]  [15:  RBLA UA/SP/4/49 Gownsman, 22nd October 1965 ]  [16:  RBLA UA/SP/4/52 Gownsman, 18th February 1966 ]  [17:  RBLA UA/SP/4/49 Gownsman, 22nd October 1965 ]  [18:  RBLA UA/SP/4/54 Gownsman, 13th May 1966 ] 

A great number of students have been involved in social clubs as well this year. Our chess club impressed us in the beginning of the season with a win against Llandrindod Wells’s chess team.[footnoteRef:19] The debating union had some truly memorable moments, the freshman leaving quite the impression[footnoteRef:20]. The dramatic society made their first ever entry to the National Union of Students drama festival with their production of ‘The Fire Raisers’. [footnoteRef:21] Another club for the arts, our jazz club, livened up the town this year with the guests they invited to their meetings. Both the soloists and groups alike received good reviews.[footnoteRef:22] [19:   RBLA UA/SP/4/52 Gownsman, 18th February 1966 ]  [20:  RBLA UA/SP/4/50 Gownsman, 3rd December 1965 ]  [21:  RBLA UA/SP/4/52 Gownsman, 18th February 1966 ]  [22:  RBLA UA/SP/4/(unnumbered) Gownsman, 12th November 1965 ] 

On to this year’s prize winners and scholarship students Our new female student population is already impressing us with their high performance. Amazing job Miss Alison-Faith Hutchings on being awarded the Pughe Jones scholarship[footnoteRef:23]. The same scholarship as well as the Ferne Bates prize being awarded to Mr. J. L. Tomkinson, who has also impressed us with being awarded the Evan Jones Greek Testament Prize. We are very pleased with both of the winners of the Evan Jones Greek Testament Prize for their impressive performance, so congratulations to Mr. D. R. Curry as well. I would also like to congratulate Mr. John Williams on his winning the Rev. J. Evans Thomas Welsh Reading Prize, and Mr. R. D. Fenwick on winning the English Reading Prize. [23:  RBLA UA/A/41 Examination and scholarship lists, 1904-71 ] 

I want to take this next moment to bid some colleagues farewell as well as introduce you to some new staff you can expect to see around campus. A heartfelt goodbye to night porter Mr. Hughes. [footnoteRef:24]Though in contrast to these goodbyes we should extend some warm welcomes to new staff as well. We’ve added a new marshal as well as a new porter, so hopefully Mr. Davies and Mr. Peristine have experienced a good first year. Another new addition is that of the new library building that opened this July (see Figure 2).[footnoteRef:25] The opening of this new library building brought to our campus  a royal visit from His Royal Highness, Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh. Such a significant event for the university also warranted a visit from the Mayor of Lampeter, Counceller David Jones.[image: ] [24:  RBLA UA/C/1/10 Minutes of the College Board, 1959-71 ]  [25:  Roderick Bowen Library and Archives: Photograph Archive P/138  Visit of HRH Duke of Edinburgh. Photograph of HRH the Duke of Edinburgh, Cllr. David Jones, Mayor of Lampeter, and some other university dignitaries inside the new library building. On the occasion of the opening of the new library building. 7 July 1966. ] 

Figure 2: Photograph of HRH the Duke of Edinburgh, Cllr. David Jones, Mayor of Lampeter, and some others inside the new library building
While there has been a lot of positivity there were a couple of disappointments worth mentioning. One of the largest being a fire that was started in one of the rooms in Harford building due to a lit firework having been thrown in through a window.[footnoteRef:26] Ten Pounds worth of damage was done but luckily no one was injured, this was an incredibly dangerous stunt, and this sort of behavior will not be tolerated. We also do not recommend the repetition of some of this year’s rag stunts. For example, removing an incredibly heavy chair, weighing sixteen stone, from the courts through a window is quite dangerous, both for the valuable furniture and fixtures but also to anyone lifting it (see figure3).[footnoteRef:27] It is also not recommended to place any cars in the foyer of any building, let the Austin be the last.  [26:  RBLA UA/SP/4/(unnumbered) Gownsman, 12th November 1965 ]  [27:  RBLA UA/SP/4/50 Gownsman, 3rd December 1965 ] 

[image: A newspaper article of a car

Description automatically generated]
Figure 3: taken from the 03/12/1965 edition of the Gownsman, a photo of an Austin 7 in Canterbury Building's foyer
Let us not dwell on the negatives for too long though, as I would like to conclude this report with a positive moment from this year. A highlight of this year was the victory of St Davids College on University Challenge. Harvey Cox led fellow students, Frank Davies, David Clegg, and William Callaghan into a tight race against the Cambridge scholars of Pembroke college for their first match (see Figure 4)[footnoteRef:28]. They then proceeded to defeat Oxford’s Exeter College students. The boost from winning those past two matches was even more heightened as they beat Cambridge’s Corpus Christi college in the third. Congratulations on making it to the Semi-finals boys, you’ve done the university proud. Such is an optimal note to leave this principal’s report on one of celebration for this year’s students, may you continue to do great things. [28:  RBLA UA/SP/4/49 Gownsman, 22nd October 1965 ] 


[image: A group of men sitting on a podium

Description automatically generated]
Figure 4: taken from 22/10/1965 edition of the Gownsman, SDC's University Challenge team on University Challenge
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From Student Register for 1965 (list of first female students enrolled at Lampeter)

Student no. 5045 Susan Elizabeth Aldridge
5050 Anne Marie Beardsley
5055 Jennifer-Jane Bowers

5058 Valerie Ann Hilary Brown
5061 Sally Carter

5062 Carol Ann Clarkson
b0y Daphne Winifred Dredge

5074 Elizabeth Daphne Evans
5084 Elaine Hanks

5085 Anne Elizabeth Heath
5090  Alison Faith Hutchings
5091 Susan Jane Jenkins
5094  Eirlys Mair Jones

5095  Jacqueline Jane Emma Jones
5096  Patricia Jones

5097  Susan Elizabeth Jones
5099  Christine J oyce

5103 Catherine Anne Layton
5129  Patricia May Smith
5131  Sharon Sotheran

5132  Jennifer Elizabeth Southgate
5134 Felicity Katherine Anne Tharme
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