Rationale for your literature review. (Section 1 of the assignment)-15 March 2024.

The purpose of a literature review is to collect relevant, timely research on your chosen topic, and synthesize it into a cohesive summary of existing knowledge in the field. This then prepares you for making your own argument on that topic, or for conducting your own original research. 

Of course use the key texts.
Creswell, J. W. & Creswell, J. D. (2018). Research design, (5th ed.). Sage Publications, Inc.
Galvan, J. L. (1999). Writing literature reviews : a guide for students of the social and behavioral sciences. Los Angeles, CA: Pyrczak.


Most universities have advice sections:
This is a pretty good guide from Oxford Brookes University with links to other universities and samples.
https://www.brookes.ac.uk/students/academic-development/online-resources/literature-reviews 
Charles Sturt University. https://libguides.csu.edu.au/review/Types
Teeside University. https://libguides.tees.ac.uk/business_research/literature_review#:~:text=A%20literature%20review%20is%20not,in%20the%20area%20of%20research.
Cambridge University. https://www.ifm.eng.cam.ac.uk/uploads/Research/RCDP/Resources/Working_with_literature_for_Cambridge.pdf
University of Sydney. https://www.unsw.edu.au/content/dam/pdfs/unsw-adobe-websites/business-academic-communication-essentials/writingaliteraturereview.pdf 
University of West Florida. https://libguides.uwf.edu/c.php?g=215199&p=1420520

There are many YouTube videos.
This one is not good, but I like the music!!!!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8B_PzLtX47A

This one is better from an American Prof: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R3pNZ349HSg 
Check out what she says about:
· Importance
· Background
· Memory
· Bridge
· Compare
· Build
[image: ]

https://www.tees.ac.uk/depts/lis/learninghub/literature_reviews/story_html5.html

NC State https://www.lib.ncsu.edu/videos/literature-reviews-overview-graduate-students 

You can synthesise your sources topically, organizing your paragraphs according to how your different sources discuss similar topics. 

You might discuss each source in individual paragraphs, covering various aspects in that single article, chapter, or book.

Within your review of a given source, you can cover many different aspects, including (if a research study) the purpose, scope, methods, results, any discussion points, limitations, and implications for future research. Will you be concluding (Giving a verdict on what data collection method is most appropriate?)

Therefore what sort of literature review are you going to write?
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You do need academic backup even for Section 1 of the assignment. There is debate on the rationales for doing your literature review.

Brennan ML, Arlt SP, Belshaw Z, Buckley L, Corah L, Doit H, Fajt VR, Grindlay DJC, Moberly HK, Morrow LD, Stavisky J, White C. Critically Appraised Topics (CATs) in Veterinary Medicine: Applying Evidence in Clinical Practice. Front Vet Sci. 2020 Jun 26;7:314. doi: 10.3389/fvets.2020.00314. PMID: 32695798; PMCID: PMC7333781.
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Schematic of the main differences between the types of literature review.

(Grant & Booth, 2009).  
	REVIEW TYPE
	DESCRIPTION

	Traditional (narrative) literature review
	Identifies and reviews published literature on a topic, which may be broad. Typically employs a narrative approach to reporting the review findings. Can include a wide range of related subjects.

	Rapid review
	Assesses what is known about an issue by using a systematic review method to search and appraise research and determine best practice.

	Scoping review
	Assesses the potential scope of the research literature on a particular topic. Helps determine gaps in the research. 

	Systematic review
	Seeks to systematically search for, appraise, and synthesise research evidence so as to aid decision-making and determine best practice. Can vary in approach, and is often specific to the type of study, which include studies of effectiveness, qualitative research, economic evaluation, prevalence, aetiology, or diagnostic test accuracy.



Most of these notes are influenced by:

Fisch, C., Block, J. Six tips for your (systematic) literature review in business and management research. Management Review Quarterly. 68, 103–106 (2018). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11301-018-0142-x 

Here, we outline six suggestions that we think are crucial for every literature review: 
1. Motivate the topic and state the research question. The abstract and introduction are crucial elements of any research article. 

2.  Identify the relevant literature in a systematic way. A distinguishing feature of a systematic literature review is that the review process should be transparent and reproducible. 

3. Choose the right balance between breadth and depth. When conducting a systematic literature review, authors often face the dilemma of choosing between breadth and depth when identifying and describing prior studies. In general, a good systematic literature review is characterized by the right balance between breadth and depth by including all relevant studies but only describing important studies in more detail in a structured way. 

4. Focus on concepts, not studies. Authors need to decide how to summarize and categorize the literature identified. While it is possible to summarize literature in a chronological or even alphabetical order, we believe that literature reviews should be concept-centric. 

5. Derive meaningful conclusions. Closely connected to the previous point, we want to reiterate that a systematic literature review must go beyond a mere descriptive summary of prior literature. 

6. Follow a coherent article structure.

Hannah Snyder (2019) Literature review as a research methodology: An overview and guidelines. Journal of Business Research. Volume 104, November, Pages 333-339. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0148296319304564
However this goes further than you need for this assignment.


Benefits of Literature Reviews
· Literature reviews allow you to gain familiarity with the current knowledge in your chosen field, as well as the boundaries and limitations of that field.
· Literature reviews also help you to gain an understanding of the theory(ies) driving the field, allowing you to place your research question into context.
· Literature reviews provide an opportunity for you to see and even evaluate successful and unsuccessful assessment and research methods in your field.
· Literature reviews prevent you from duplicating the same information as others writing in your field, allowing you to find your own, unique approach to your topic.
· Literature reviews give you familiarity with the knowledge in your field, giving you the chance to analyse the significance of your additional research.

Choosing Your Sources
When selecting your sources to compile your literature review, make sure you follow these guidelines to ensure you are working with the strongest, most appropriate sources possible.

· Topically Relevant
· Find sources within the scope of your topic.
· Appropriately Aged
· Find sources that are not too old for your assignment.
· Credible
Find sources whose authors have authority on your topic.

Appropriately “Published”

Find sources that meet the guidelines (academic, professional, print, etc.)

Organizing Your Literature Review

Synthesizing Topically
Some assignments require discussing your sources together, in paragraphs organized according to shared topics between them.

For example, in a literature review covering 

Co-opetition.

Look for authors who discuss various topics including:
· Competition theory- perfect, monopolistic, monopoly, etc.
· Conditions for success
· Case analysis
· Legal and regulatory rules
· Ethical v Business pressures
· Stakeholder management
· Consumer impacts
· Training and education implications
In this case, you would cluster your sources on these topics. One paragraph would cover how the sources you collected dealt with the classics e.g. Brandenberger and Nalebuff (1996).

Each of these paragraphs would discuss how the sources you found treated these topics in connection to one another. Basically, you compare and contrast how your sources discuss similar issues and points.

To determine these shared topics, examine aspects including:
· Thesis/models/theories/concepts
· Definition of terms
· Common ground
· Issues that divide.
· Rhetorical context

Summarizing Individually

You may discuss each source in your literature review individually (in their own, separate paragraphs or sections). For example:
If your sources are all primary research studies, here are some aspects to consider covering:
· Purpose
· Scope
· Participants
· Methods
· Results
· Discussion
· Limitations
· Implications
· Significance
Each section of your literature review, in this case, will identify all of these elements for each individual article.

You may or may not need to separate your information into multiple paragraphs for each source. If you do, using proper headings in the appropriate citation style (We are using Harvard).

This modules assignment literature review is a standalone assignment, it is a good idea to include some sort of introduction and conclusion to provide your reader with context regarding your topic, purpose, and any relevant implications or further questions. 

Your literature review will conclude with a full reference list of your sources. 

Section 3 of the assignment is more like a bibliography with all sources that are relevant to your study even those you have not referenced in the literature review.

Use the style HARVARD STYLE.











Conducting the Literature Review. Stages taken from Creswell and Creswell (2018)

“Chocolate is addictive: an analysis of marketing tools to promote unhealthy eating.”
[image: ]
· Identify Keywords.

Definitions of chocolate
Marketing strategies
Promotional/communications tools
Unhealthy lifestyles
Eating disorders
Regulation and regulation: Sugar Tax
Physiological background


You can start a section on Definition of Terms.

· Search databases.
See library advice list.

· Identify a large number of research reports in articles or books.
Be consistent and use Harvard Referencing style.

· Collect those that are central to your topic.
Paper copies.
Digital copies
Backup
Email yourself
· Design a literature map.
[image: ]
See this Princeton guide.
https://libguides.princeton.edu/litmapping 
· Draught summaries of relevant papers.

Therefore this module. Helps you navigate through these six stages.
Stage 1. The rationale for doing the literature review is covered above.
Stage 2. The literature review. Forces you to search the databases and collect articles.  We might use the Prisma Model to recognise certain papers, but also to eliminate some as not being directly relevant. 
The literature map might come into your literature review itself, or it might be kept separate for your own guidance.
Stage 3. Asks you to draught summaries of the relevant papers. Bear in mind that we are asking for 100+ papers. We don't expect a huge essay on each one. In a systematic way on your spreadsheet, you should be linking them together, identifying the classics, identifying the most current applications, synthesizing the range of models and applications to evolve a workable model for your research.

The structure of a literature review
A literature review should be structured like any other essay: it should have an introduction, a middle or main body, and a conclusion.
Introduction
The introduction should:
· define your topic and provide an appropriate context for reviewing the literature;
· establish your reasons – i.e. point of view – for
· reviewing the literature;
· explain the organisation – i.e. sequence – of the review;
· state the scope of the review – i.e. what is included and what isn’t included. For example, if you were reviewing the literature on obesity in children you might say something like: There are a large number of studies of obesity trends in the general population. However, since the focus of this research is on obesity in children, these will not be reviewed in detail and will only be referred to as appropriate.
Main body
The middle or main body should:
· organise the literature according to common themes;
· provide insight into the relation between your chosen topic and the wider subject area e.g. between obesity in children and obesity in general;
· move from a general, wider view of the literature being reviewed to the specific focus of your research.
Conclusion
The conclusion should:
· summarise the important aspects of the existing body of literature;
· evaluate the current state of the literature reviewed;
· identify significant flaws or gaps in existing knowledge;
· outline areas for future study;
· link your research to existing knowledge.
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