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HPCA7002 - 4000 Word Research Project

Word Count: 4842


Personal Cosmologies: ‘A Mormon Perspective on the Cosmos’


I. Introduction
According to Freya Matthews (1991), “Cosmologies are not of course pulled out of the air to suit the convenience of the communities to which they are attached. They are conditioned by many historical, environmental, technological, psychological and social factors. A flourishing community is likely to evolve a bright, self-affirming cosmology, and a languishing community is likely to see the world in darker shades…. A good cosmology, in other words, is good for its adherents”.[footnoteRef:1] Moreover, Campion (2012) refers to concepts such as cosmogony, cosmophilia, cosmophobia and cosmovision in his development of the idea that all of us have a personal cosmology, or cosmovision, a set of beliefs about the way the cosmos is and works, and how we fit into it.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Freya Matthews, The Ecological Self (London: Routledge, 1991), p.109. ]  [2:  Campion, Nicholas, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions (New York and London: New York University Press, 2012).] 

In order to investigate the claims made by Matthews and Campion, this study will explore the beliefs of a small group of people who attend the Wharfe Valley Ward of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, in Menston, Leeds. The followers of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are also known as ‘Mormons’. 
Through a thorough study of the scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, it can be argued that there are clear, underpinning, relationships between the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Cosmos. In The Pearl of Great Price, God declared that,
“worlds without number have I created…...for mine own purpose; and by the Son I created them, which is mine Only Begotten” (Moses 1:3, 33).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price, Authorised Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Version (Salt Lake City, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, n.d.), Moses 1:3, 33.] 

In Doctrine and Covenants, God revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith that the Cosmos contained worlds whose,
 “inhabitants…are begotten sons and daughters unto God” (D&C 76:24).[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  The Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price, Authorised Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Version (Salt Lake City, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, n.d.), D&C 76:24.] 

In clear divergence from the traditional Christian theological concept of a geocentric, Aristotelian Cosmos, the scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints welcomed the philosophical belief of Cosmic pluralism. Although a greater understanding of the relationship between scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Cosmos would take a much larger remit, there is room to investigate the relationship as it relates to the daily life of adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Furthermore, a study investigating the relationship between the scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Cosmos is welcomed by scholar and former member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, Neal A. Maxell (2002), who suggested that a “greater appreciation of the universe will also help us to live more righteously in our own tiny universes of daily life. Likewise, a better understanding of God’s governance of the vast galaxies can lead to our better self-governance”[footnoteRef:5] Maxwell’s suggestion signals potential acceptance of the concepts of personal cosmologies, or cosmovision, within the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, whilst also associating the Cosmos, personal cosmology and Church doctrine.  [5:  Neal A Maxwell, ‘Our Creator’s Cosmos’, Religious Educator: Perspectives on the Restored Gospel. 3(2) (2002), 1-17.
] 

It can be argued that there are important questions to be investigated. As the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has clear theological and philosophical associations with the Cosmos, this study will prove to be an important and vital insight into this relationship. Furthermore, as this study will provide questionnaire and interview data from members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, it will be a rare, standalone piece of academic literature from which further studies may follow. 
Consequently, it was decided that this study should investigate, 
How the Cosmos is viewed by adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints?
 and, 
the extent to which an understanding of the links between the Cosmos and the doctrine of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints affects the lives of practitioners? 
These specific research questions were chosen as they encompass a move from the descriptive associations of scripture, to qualitative metadata. They will aim to provide an awareness into the personal cosmologies of members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, whilst founding academic literature that investigates the links between the doctrine of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, members of the faith, and their cosmological perspective. 


II. Literature Review
In terms of research that has been conducted within the remit of this study, it was concluded that there has been no previous research that included fieldwork of any kind. However, there is a substantial body of scholarly work that suggests an association between the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the Cosmos.  
The primary sources that attribute a relationship between the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Cosmos is the Book of Mormon, alongside The Pearl of Great Price and The Doctrine and Covenants. These sources were referred to in the Introduction section of this study, highlighting two specific passages of scripture.
Secondary sources make up a substantial volume of literature for which an association between the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the Cosmos, is proposed. At the forefront of the literature are Givens (2015;2012), Ingebretsen (1999), and Paul (1992). Building on his (2012) introductory work No Small and Cramped Eternities: Parley Pratt and the Foundations of Mormon Cosmology, in which the foundations of Latter-day Saint cosmology are laid out.[footnoteRef:6] Givens (2015) work Wrestling the Angel is considered the most comprehensive piece of Latter-day Saint literature, regarding scripture of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Church theology, and Cosmology. Givens investigates the Latter-day Saint train of thought, as it pertains to the Cosmos, across all two-hundred years of Church history. Exploring concepts such as the plurality of worlds, and the nature and origins of the Cosmos. Givens suggests clear links between the scripture, theology and ontology of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the Cosmos.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Terryl L Givens. ‘Introduction: No Small and Cramped Eternities: Parley Pratt and the Foundations of Mormon Cosmology’, in Parallels and Convergences: Mormon Thought and Engineering Vision, ed, by A. Scott Howe and Richard L. Bushman, pp. vii-xvii (Salt Lake City: Greg Kofford Books, 2012). ]  [7:  Terryl L Givens, Wrestling the Angel: The Foundations of Mormon Thought: Cosmos, God, Humanity (New York: Oxford University Press, 2015).] 

Prior to Givens work, academic literature on Latter-day Saint cosmology was a rarity. However, two specific sources stand out. Ingebretsen’s short work Joseph Smith and Modern Astronomy draws upon the scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, pinpointing scriptural references, whilst linking them to astronomical data, time, and stellar phenomena.[footnoteRef:8] A work unrivalled at its time, Ingebretsen stated that he observed “amazing parallels of this work (The Pearl of Great Price) to concepts that modern science, particularly astronomy and physics, have only recently begun to realise”.[footnoteRef:9] In a similar work, Erich Robert Paul’s Science, Religion, and Mormon Cosmology aimed at exploring associations between scripture and modern science. In his second chapter, Paul devotes time to exploring the concepts of the plurality of worlds, the origins of the Cosmos, the ‘Big Bang’ model of the Universe, and even engages in investigating the search for extra-terrestrial intelligence.[footnoteRef:10]  [8:  Richard Ingebretsen, Joseph Smith and Modern Astronomy (Springville, Utah: Bonneville Books, 1999).]  [9:  Richard Ingebretsen, Joseph Smith and Modern Astronomy, p. vii. ]  [10:  Erich Robert Paul, Science, Religion, and Mormon Cosmology (Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 1992).] 

As is the case with much of the literature available, current discussion has also come from inside the Church and its academic institutions. Allred’s (2007) paper Bounds and Conditions: A Kolob in Our Solar System? along with Maxwell’s (2002) paper Our Creator’s Cosmos both look to scientific aspects of Cosmology, using them as examples of God’s ‘cosmic power’ and divine nature.[footnoteRef:11] Furthermore, Maxwell cited the relationship between the scriptures and theology of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Cosmos as a key tenant of understanding for all Church members.[footnoteRef:12] There are also academics such as Kirk. D Hagen (2006) who have looked to a deeper understanding of astrophysics and scientific cosmology to support aspects of Church theology; in Hagen’s case, Universal Eternalism.[footnoteRef:13] [11:  Allred, David. D, ‘Bounds and Conditions: A Kolob in Our Solar System?’, All Faculty Publications. 269 (2007), 58-61; Maxwell, Neal. A, ‘Our Creator’s Cosmos’, Religious Educator: Perspectives on the Restored Gospel. 3(2) (2002), 1-17.]  [12:  Maxwell, Neal. A, ‘Our Creator’s Cosmos’, p. 3.]  [13:  Hagen, Kirk. D, ‘Eternal Progression in a Multiverse: An Explorative Mormon Cosmology’, Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought. 39(2) (2006), 1-45.] 

III. Methodology
Although previous scholarly literature asserts a strong correlation between the doctrine of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Cosmos, this is only presented as a descriptive, yet detailed, theological breakdown of the correlation. Fundamentally, the evidence provided in the literature review suggests that thorough inquiries into the relationships between the adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and Church theology are scarcely found in academic literature. 
Consequently, I decided to inquire into how the Cosmos is viewed by adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Furthermore, I was also interested in the extent to which an understanding of the links between the Cosmos and the doctrine of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints affects the lives of its adherents. 
Hennink, Hutter and Bailey (2011) suggest that the purpose of qualitative research is to understand or explain behaviour and beliefs within the context of people’s experiences.[footnoteRef:14] Furthermore, in order to gain this understanding they suggest that only a few participants are required, when working with the tools of in-depth interviews.[footnoteRef:15] However, Judith Bell (2010) advocated a mixed method approach of using questionnaires with interviews to gain an overview, via the questionnaire , but more in depth opinions via the interviews.[footnoteRef:16] Moreover, Bryman (2001) echoes Bell, in suggesting a dual structured methodology, combining questionnaires with semi-structured interviews.[footnoteRef:17] [14: Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter, and Ajay Bailey. Qualitative Research Methods (Los Angeles; London: SAGE, 2011) pp. 8-10.]  [15: Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter, and Ajay Bailey. Qualitative Research Methods.]  [16: Judith Bell. Doing Your Research Project: A Guide for First-Time Researchers in Education, Health, and Social Science (Buckingham: Open University Press, 2010) pp.12-14, 233.]  [17: Alan Bryman. Quantity and Quality in Social Research (London: Routledge, 2001) pp. 46-49.] 

As suggested by Bryman, it was decided that the use of questionnaires and semi-structured interviews would be the most effect method of gaining the level of understanding proposed by Hennink, Hutter and Bailey. In order to conduct the questionnaires and interviews, twenty participants, aged between twenty-three and fifty-five, were chosen, at random, from the Menston, Leeds, Ward of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Sixteen participants identified as white British, with three white Americans, and one white Irish. The participants were recruited via face-to-face contact, and social media platforming; as an announcement was made on the Ward Facebook page and during a Sunday Church service. All participants are currently active members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
During April 2019, participants were provided with an information sheet, outlining the nature of the study and what I was asking them to complete. It was explained that all data gathered would remain confidential and that any participation was voluntary. Rather than completing a consent form, a statement of consent was included on the questionnaire. Questionnaires were then handed out during a Church service, others that could not attend or preferred an electronic copy of the questionnaire were sent one. The questionnaires were designed to encompass a series of short demographic questions, outlining the age, gender, and ethnicity of the participant. These questions were followed by a set of twelve, multiple choice questions. 
Semi-structured interviews were then planned around the analysis of the questionnaire data. It was decided that participants for interview would again be chosen from the entire sample group. However, as the interviews were designed to investigate the questionnaire data in more detail, a level of ‘comfortability’ was required on the part of the participant. Therefore, interview selection was not performed randomly, and was rather performed via a selection process through personal contact with the sample group. 
In April 2019 I conducted four semi-structured interviews over the period of a week. Each participant had given their consent to the interview via an Interview Release Form and were made aware that all interview data would remain confidential and anonymous. Interviews were conducted via two face to face meetings, and two Facebook Messenger calls. Interview data was recorded via the use of a mobile phone for the purposes of data collection. 
Interviews were conducted with a phenomenological approach, as I sought to “describe and analyse the culture and behaviour of humans and their groups from the point of view of those being studied”[footnoteRef:18]  [18:  Alan Bryman. Charisma and Leadership in Organizations (London: SAGE, 1992) p. 46.] 

Finally, all data gathered was input into SPSS and QDA Miner. It was decided that gaining basic quantitative data from SPSS would allow for specific targeting of correlations and patterns. This data could then be explored during the interview stage, at which point interview data would be collected and ‘mined’ through QDA Miner software. This would then collate the findings of this study thematically for in-depth interpretation. 
Reflexive Considerations
In considering the position of the researcher in this study, I looked to the knowledge, assumptions and nuances that I shared with the participants of the study, and those that I did not. I concluded that as I had at one time shared a belief system with the participants, including their knowledge, assumptions and nuances, I was indeed researching from an emic, or insider’s perspective. Hennink, Hutter, Bailey outline “the concept of the emic perspective” as associating “closely to the concept of Verstehen....the emic perspective provides information on the insider’s point of view, the insider’s perceptions, beliefs, and meaning system”[footnoteRef:19] In exploring the strengths of an emic perspective, I considered that knowing and being trusted my subject group to be a critical strength of my position in the research. Furthermore, having a shared foundation of knowledge, assumptions, and nuances, warrants a study with more depth than an etic, or outside perspective, would allow.[footnoteRef:20] However, there are also weaknesses that an emic researcher may encounter. Echoing McCutcheon (1999), I considered the potential that I could damage my relationship with the participants in the study. Moreover, researching from an emic perspective could lead to a loss of trust with the entire congregation of members at the Church, if I either presented shared knowledge poorly, or if I misrepresent the opinions and beliefs of the participants in this study.[footnoteRef:21] Finally, I also considered the research distance, that I the researcher, inquired from. As this study design used questionnaires and semi-structured interviews, it was concluded that this study enquires from a Practice-distant perspective. Froggett and Briggs (2012) describe this as using ‘experience-distant methods’ such as questionnaires, semi-structured interviews, or social media canvassing to gain data. [footnoteRef:22] [19:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter, and Ajay Bailey. Qualitative Research Methods. p. 18.]  [20:  Russell McCutcheon (ed.), The Insider/Outsider Problem in the Study of Religion (New York: Continuum, 1999).]  [21:  Russell McCutcheon (ed.), The Insider/Outsider Problem in the Study of Religion.]  [22:  L Froggett and S Briggs, ‘Practice-near and practice-distant methods in human services research’, Journal of Research Practice. 8(2) (2012), http://jrp.icaap.org/index.php/jrp/article/view/318/276 ] 

As a former member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and a current attendee of Church services, the need to approach this study with “conscious self-reflection”[footnoteRef:23] has been an imperative aspect of this study, from the creation of a research question to the design method. Moreover, Hennink, Hutter, and Bailey suggest that “through reflexivity, qualitative researchers reflect on their subjectivity, on how their ‘social backgrounds, assumptions, positioning and behaviour impact the research process”.[footnoteRef:24] During the research process I expected to encounter a number of challenges that reflected my own assumptions and biases. As a former Church member, I was aware that gaining the appropriate level of permission from Church authorities would be key to the success or failure of the study. I was also aware that as this study could be interpreted as a ‘critical study’ of Church theology, I may be denied access to Church members. Furthermore, I was also mindful of the sensitive nature of exploring belief and faith. I was uncertain that I would receive any response from Church members, even if I was granted permission from the Ward Bishop, due to potential conflict that might arise from inquiries into such a personal understanding of Church theology.  [23:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter, and Ajay Bailey. Qualitative Research Methods. p. 19.]  [24:  L. Finlay and B Gouch. ‘Reflexivity: A Practical Guide for Researchers in Health and Social Sciences’ (Oxford: Blackwell, 2003) p. ix, cited in Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter, and Ajay Bailey (eds), Qualitative Research Methods (Los Angeles; London: SAGE, 2011) p. 19.] 

IV. Findings
Conforming to the established phenomenological approach that was stated in the Methodology section. Questionnaires were conducted to discern potential links between how the Cosmos is viewed by adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the extent to which an understanding of the links between the Cosmos and the doctrine of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints affected the lives of practitioners. 
Questions 1-5 (see Appendix 6)
Questions 1 to 5 were designed to understand and establish how Cosmology, and the Cosmos, was viewed by adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. A thorough understanding of Church theology presents God as the ‘eternal creator’, as such, it was important to place a ‘belief’, or series of ‘belief premises’ about the relationship between God, and the Cosmos. A high percentage of 95% answered that they believe in God, with 90% establishing a belief that God created the Cosmos. It can also be suggested that as 95% believed that the Cosmos is eternal, a link between the theological doctrine of ‘Eternalism’, and the Cosmological Origins story of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, can be established. 
Question 3 sought to determine an understanding of Cosmology by presenting three choices (one scientific, one theological, and one sociological). Here, there was a less clear-cut distribution of understanding, with 55% viewing Cosmology as a scientific discipline, 45% as a theological tool, and 0% choosing a sociological way of structuring our own beliefs. This finding was curious, given the response to questions 10, and 11, that sought to see whether adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints might validate the potential for personal cosmologies, rather than a doctrinal, or scriptural one. 
Question 5 established the potential for a cosmological ontology for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, with 100% of participants choosing to believe that the Cosmos contains ‘complex’ life. Again, this links to the theological doctrine of the Church. 
Questions 6-9, 12 (see Appendix 6)
Questions 6 to 9, and 12, were designed to investigate how understanding the Cosmos influences, or does not influence the daily life of adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Furthermore, these questions also sought to explore belief in a scriptural basis for associations between the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the Cosmos. Insofar as adherents understanding of the Cosmos having a direct influence on their daily life, a rather even distribution of answers were given, with 45% stating that their understanding of the Cosmos influenced their daily life, 20% of participants stating that their understanding of the Cosmos did not influence their daily life, and 35% stating they were unaware of such influences. However, a scriptural and doctrinal basis for an association between the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the Cosmos, was more clear-cut. 100% of participants stated that they believed in a link between scripture and the Cosmos, with 70% answering that scripture from The Pearl of Great Price provided a cosmological ontology for the Church. Moreover, 65% of participants stated that scripture from The Doctrine and Covenants affected their view of the Cosmos. There was some uncertainty over these three questions, with 8 of 60 possible responses declaring uncertainty, and only 5 of 60 responses stated they saw no correlation, related to the affects of revelation, on their view of the Cosmos. 
Question 12 sought to ask whether participants thought that a greater understanding of the Cosmos, might influence their personal cosmology, or their daily life. In correlation with the answers related to influence and association, 95% of participants agreed that a greater understanding of the Cosmos would influence their personal cosmology, or daily life, with only 1 respondent stating otherwise. 

Questions 10-11 (see Appendix 6)
Questions 10 and 11 were designed to question participants views on personal cosmologies. This was undertaken to see if it might be possible to have multiple influences that shape an individual’s personal cosmology, whilst holding a singular doctrinal cosmology. Rather than asking whether any direct personal cosmological belief structures were present, participants were asked to state the level of credibility that they gave to statements from Freya Matthews, and Nicholas Campion. The questionnaire data shows that 85% of participants viewed Campion’s position on personal cosmologies to have credibility, whilst 80% stated that Matthews views on personal cosmologies were credible. 
Interview Questions
Following the questionnaires, I asked four participants to take part in semi-structured interviews. In order to better answer the first part of the research question, I asked whether the interviewee could elaborate on their belief that the scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints had an association with the Cosmos. Interviewee Samantha told me, 
‘with Cosmology being the science of the origin and development of the Universe, we see the association both in the Bible and in modern scripture. Genesis informs us of the creation of the Earth, which suggests that the creators of the Universe then created the Earth. The Book of Moses in the Pearl of Great Price also speaks of God creating worlds without number’.
This sentiment was also shared by interviewee Amy who added,
‘the heavens, or Cosmos, is mentioned throughout scripture. It is also seen through story and tale within Church history, with the Prophet Joseph Smith’s testimony of a Pillar of Light from the heavens. The Cosmos as you call it, or the Heavens plays a huge part in scripture’.
This initial question was followed by asking whether the interviewee could explain their view of the Cosmos, based upon their understanding of revelation. Interviewee Samantha stated,
‘there are other Universes created in co-existence with the one we currently live in and know about…. the Cosmos was organised by God and organised exactly as needed’.
Interviewee Paul was also asked this question, he told me that,
‘the Cosmos is an eternal manifestation of God’s power, the fact that scripture and revelation through the Prophet Joseph Smith tells us this, places us in a unique position’.
Finally, in order to better understand and answer the second research question, interviewees were asked if they could explain how their view of the Cosmos influenced or did not influence their daily life. If so influenced, they were also asked why they believed that Elder Neal A. Maxwell’s proposition of a better understanding of the Cosmos might influence their personal cosmologies. Interviewee Lisa stated that,
‘the fact that God has created multiple worlds, with mankind being his priority encourages me that God is there in the details and is helping out even the smallest person with the smallest thing. If he can create the Cosmos, he can help me with what I go through and challenges I face so that I become better’.
On Elder Maxwell’s proposition she added,
‘my view of the Cosmos is based on what I have learnt and believe from the religion I have chosen to follow. This influences how I act and the things I chose to believe, the people I choose to be around, political choices, environmental choices. As I make choices based on what I believe is best for us as mankind and the centre of creation, and the planet we have been given to inhabit’.
V. Discussion
The aim of this study is to investigate how the Cosmos is viewed by adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and explore the extent to which an understanding of the links between the Cosmos and the doctrine of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints affects the lives of practitioners. Church scholar’s such as Ingebretsen, Maxwell, and Givens make it explicitly clear that there is relationship between Church scripture, and doctrine, and the Cosmos. However, as stated in the methodology of this project, much of the secondary literature offered a descriptive layer of scripture, revelation and scientific proof of the Cosmological power and workings of God, rather than the any Cosmological influences on the personal belief structures of Church members. It is rather taken as a given by much of the literature that the Cosmos is only a theological tool to bring out when questions of ontology and teleology are at stake. 
It is quite remarkable that despite the academic literature, and Church scripture, only clinging on to the descriptive, this appears to have been enough to filter through at some level to the members of the Church. Scripture, revelation, and Church doctrine have influenced the participants of this study enough to present an argument for a Cosmological Ontology for the Church. It was most telling during the interviews that although participants faith centred on God’s plan for humankind, God was not just the God of the Earth, but a Cosmological ‘entity’ that has responsibility that extends far beyond the machinations of human philosophers and scientists. In a complete break from ‘traditional’ Christian theology, the data collected in this study can also be used to argue that Church members are far more aware of the theological and doctrinal aspects of their faith. Elder Neal A. Maxwell alluded to this in his belief that to learn knowledge of God’s Cosmological power was to enhance one’s own personal faith and belief.[footnoteRef:25] It can be suggested that Elder Maxwell was the first Church scholar to infer the concept of a ‘personal cosmology’.  [25:  Maxwell, Neal. A, ‘Our Creator’s Cosmos’. ] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]After establishing the How adherents of the Church viewed the Cosmos, another key finding was that of the effects of this understanding. It appears from both the questionnaire data and the interview data that understanding the Cosmos and its relationship to Church scripture and doctrine strengthens the faith of those who have a deep understanding. This finding supports Elder Maxwell’s proposition of strengthening knowledge in the Cosmos, whilst also supporting Givens, Allred, Paul and many other scholars who use the Cosmos as a tool for explaining God’s power on the grandest scale. As alluded to in the interviews, ‘if God can create the Cosmos, then of course he can influence the daily life of all humankind’. This seems to be the main premise of Cosmological influence(s) on the lives of Church members. 
Finally, it can be suggested from the data that although scripture and doctrine are an absolute belief system, there is position for acknowledging the kind of personal cosmology described by Campion, and community cosmology that Matthews presents. Participants seemed willing, although not conclusively, to give validity to the impact of other factors, including their view of the Cosmos, that might also influence their belief structures. 
VI. Conclusion
In summary, this study has found a clear and present link between the doctrine and scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the Cosmos. Furthermore, the evidence presented in this paper suggests that adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints view the Cosmos through a doctrinal and scriptural lens. However, there is also the notion that greater understanding of the Cosmos may lead to a stronger personal cosmology. Moreover, the findings of this study suggest that there may also be a subtle link between understanding and influence. It has been suggested that knowledge of the cosmological ontology of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints leads to traceable influences that affect the daily life of the adherents of the Church. The findings of this study have also vindicated previous literature that suggests a strong correlation between scripture, doctrine, and the Cosmos. Although this study provides a small glimpse into the relationship between the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, its adherents, and the Cosmos. Crucially, it has presented data that has explored and investigated the lives, beliefs and cosmologies of Church members, something previously unexplored.  
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Appendices
Appendix 1 Questionnaire
Questionnaire
Personal Cosmologies: ‘A Mormon Perspective on the Cosmos’
A Questionnaire conducted by Anthony Mann as part of his Masters studies at the University of Wales Trinity St. David
Please read this first.
According to Freya Matthews (1991), “Cosmologies are not of course pulled out of the air to suit the convenience of the communities to which they are attached. They are conditioned by many various historical, environmental, technological, psychological and social factors. A flourishing community is likely to evolve a bright, self-affirming cosmology, and a languishing community is likely to see the world in darker shades…. A good cosmology, in other words, is good for its adherents”[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Freya Matthews, The Ecological Self (London: Routledge, 1991) p.109.] 

In order to investigate the claims made by Matthews, this project will explore the beliefs of a small group of people who attend the Wharfe Valley Ward of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, in Menston, Leeds. The followers of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are also known as Mormons. 
God declared that “worlds without number have I created…...for mine own purpose; and by the Son I created them, which is mine Only Begotten”.[footnoteRef:27] There are clear, underpinning, relationships between the scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Cosmos. In clear divergence from the concept of the Earth as the centre of all things Cosmic, the scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints welcomed the concept of the plurality of worlds. Although a greater understanding of the relationship between scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Cosmos would take a much larger remit, there is room to investigate the relationship as it relates to the daily life of adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. According to Maxell (2002), “greater appreciation of the universe will also help us to live more righteously in our own tiny universes of daily life. Likewise, a better understanding of God’s governance of the vast galaxies can lead to our better self-governance”[footnoteRef:28] [27:  Richard F Haglund, ‘Science, Religion, and Mormon Cosmology by Erich Robert Paul’, BYU Studies Quarterly. 33(1) (1993), 175-184.]  [28:  Neal A Maxwell, ‘Our Creator’s Cosmos’, Religious Educator: Perspectives on the Restored Gospel. 3(2) (2002), 1-17.
] 

It can be argued that there are important questions to be investigated. This project will explore: 
How the Cosmos is viewed by adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints? and 
the extent to which an understanding of the links between the Cosmos and the doctrine of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints affects the lives of practitioners? 
I thank you for your contribution to this project in advance. Your answers will be stored in a database and analysed, along with answers from fellow participants. The results of this data will form the findings of my research study. 
Please be assured no information will be stored which can identify you. 
PLEASE BE AWARE THAT FILLING IN AND COMPLETING THIS QUESTIONNAIRE WILL COUNT AS CONSENT TO USING THE INFORMATION FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE RESEARCH STUDY. 




Age:              
What Gender do you identify as:       
What is your ethnicity: 
	White – 
		British  ☐
		Irish  ☐
		Other – please specify…………...
	Mixed / Multiple Ethnic Groups – 
		White and Black Caribbean  ☐
		White and Black African  ☐
		White and Asian  ☐
		Any other mixed / multiple ethnicity – please specify…………...
	Asian / Asian British – 
		Indian  ☐
		Pakistani  ☐
		Bangladeshi  ☐
		Chinese  ☐
		Any other Asian background – please specify…………...




	Black / African / Caribbean / Black British – 
		African  ☐
		Caribbean  ☐
		Any other Black / African/ Caribbean background – please specify…………...
	Other ethnic group –  
		Arab   ☐
		Any other ethnic group – please specify…………...
Please answer each question by placing a tick next to the answer of your choice.
Key Terms
Cosmos: ‘The Universe as a whole’.
Cosmology: ‘An account or theory of the origins of the Universe’.
‘Complex Life’: ‘Life such as our own, or that of any complex organism’.
‘Simple Life’: ‘Life that has not reached the stage of a complex organism’.
Eternal: ‘Lasting or existing forever, without end’.
Linear: ‘Existence from position A to position B’.
Cyclical: ‘Occurring in cycles, repetitive’.
Ontology: ‘A set of concepts and categories in a subject area or domain that shows their properties and the relations between them’.




1. Do you believe there is a God?

a) Yes
b) No
c) Uncertain

2. Do you view the Cosmos as?

a) Eternal
b) Linear
c) Cyclical

3. Do you think Cosmology is?

a) a method of understanding ‘the mind’ of God
b) a scientific discipline
c) a means of structuring our own beliefs

4. Do you believe that God created the Cosmos?

a) Yes
b) No
c) Uncertain

5. Excluding the Earth, do you believe that the Cosmos?

a) Contains ‘complex’ life
b) Contains ‘simple’ life
c) We are alone


6. Your understanding of the Cosmos?

a) Influences your daily life
b) Does not influence your daily life
c) Unaware of any influences on your daily life

7. Do you believe that the scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have an association with the Cosmos, and Cosmology?

a) Yes
b) No
c) Uncertain

8. Do you believe that scripture from the ‘Pearl of Great Price’, that refers to “worlds without number”,[footnoteRef:29] reflects a Cosmological ontology of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints? [29:  The Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price, Authorised Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Version (Salt Lake City, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, n.d.), Moses 1:3, 33.] 


a) Yes
b) No
c) Uncertain

9. [bookmark: _Hlk7625114]In Doctrine and Covenants, God revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith that the Cosmos contained worlds whose “inhabitants … are begotten sons and daughters unto God”.[footnoteRef:30] Do you believe that this revelation affects your view of the Cosmos? [30:  The Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price, Authorised Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Version (Salt Lake City, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, n.d.), D&C 76:24.] 


a) Yes
b) No
c) Uncertain

10. According to Freya Matthews (1991), “Cosmologies are not of course pulled out of the air to suit the convenience of the communities to which they are attached. They are conditioned by many various historical, environmental, technological, psychological and social factors. A flourishing community is likely to evolve a bright, self-affirming cosmology, and a languishing community is likely to see the world in darker shades…. A good cosmology, in other words, is good for its adherents”.[footnoteRef:31] Do you believe Matthews position on Cosmologies to be credible? [31:  Freya Matthews, The Ecological Self (London: Routledge, 1991) p.109.] 


a) Yes
b) No
c) Uncertain

11. Nick Campion (2012) suggests that all of us have a personal cosmology, or cosmovision; a set of beliefs about the way the Cosmos is and works, and how we fit into it.[footnoteRef:32] Do you believe Campion’s position on personal cosmology to be credible? [32:  Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions (New York, NY: New York University Press, 2012) ] 


a) Yes
b) No
c) Uncertain

12. According to Elder Neal A. Maxell (2002), “greater appreciation of the universe will also help us to live more righteously in our own tiny universes of daily life. Likewise, a better understanding of God’s governance of the vast galaxies can lead to our better self-governance”[footnoteRef:33] Do you believe that a greater understanding of the Cosmos might influence your personal cosmology, or ‘tiny universe’ of daily life? [33:  Neal A Maxwell, ‘Our Creator’s Cosmos’, Religious Educator: Perspectives on the Restored Gospel. 3(2) (2002), 1-17.
] 


a) Yes
b) No
c) Uncertain












Appendix 2 Interview Questions
Interview Questions
Personal Cosmologies: ‘A Mormon Perspective on the Cosmos’
For those that answered yes to the relevant question on the questionnaire:
I. Can you elaborate on your belief that scriptures of the Latter-day Saints have an association with the Cosmos, and Cosmology?

II. You stated that your view of the Cosmos influences your daily life. Can you explain how your view of the Cosmos influences your daily life?

III. You stated that your understanding of revelation and of scripture affects your view of the Cosmos. Can you explain your view of the Cosmos?

IV. You believe, as Elder Maxwell proposes, that a better understanding and appreciation of the Cosmos would assist in our daily universes. Why do you believe that a greater understanding of the Cosmos might influence your personal cosmology?
For those that answered no to the relevant question on the questionnaire:
I. You stated that your view of the Cosmos does not influence your daily life. Can you explain why your view of the Cosmos does not influence your daily life? 

II. You stated that your understanding of revelation and of scripture does not affect your view of the Cosmos. Can you explain your view of the Cosmos?




Appendix 3 Participant Information Sheet
Participant Information Sheet
Personal Cosmologies: ‘A Mormon Perspective on the Cosmos’
Investigators:
Anthony Mann
University tutor overseeing the project: 
Dr Bernadette Brady
Invitation to participate:
You are being invited to take part in a research study. Taking part in this study is completely voluntary, it is up to you to decide whether or not to take part.  It is important for you to understand what the research is about and what it will involve. Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish. If anything is not clear to you or you would like more information, please ask.
What is the project about?
According to Freya Matthews (1991), “Cosmologies are not of course pulled out of the air to suit the convenience of the communities to which they are attached. They are conditioned by many various historical, environmental, technological, psychological and social factors. A flourishing community is likely to evolve a bright, self-affirming cosmology, and a languishing community is likely to see the world in darker shades…. A good cosmology, in other words, is good for its adherents”[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Freya Matthews, The Ecological Self (London: Routledge, 1991) p.109.] 

In order to investigate the claims made by Matthews, this project will explore the beliefs of a small group of people who attend the Wharfe Valley Ward of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, in Menston, Leeds. The followers of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are also known as Mormons. 
God declared that “worlds without number have I created…...for mine own purpose; and by the Son I created them, which is mine Only Begotten”.[footnoteRef:35] There are clear, underpinning, relationships between the scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Cosmos. In clear divergence from the traditional Christian view of an Aristotelian geocentric Cosmos, scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints welcomed the concept of Cosmic pluralism. Although a greater understanding of the relationship between scripture of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the Cosmos would take a much larger remit, this research investigates this relationship between scripture and the cosmos for a group of adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. According to Maxell (2002), “greater appreciation of the universe will also help us to live more righteously in our own tiny universes of daily life. Likewise, a better understanding of God’s governance of the vast galaxies can lead to our better self-governance”[footnoteRef:36] [35:  The Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price, Authorised Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Version (Salt Lake City, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, n.d.), Moses 1:3, 33.]  [36:  Neal A Maxwell, ‘Our Creator’s Cosmos’, Religious Educator: Perspectives on the Restored Gospel. 3(2) (2002), 1-17.] 

It can be argued that there are important questions to be investigated. This project will explore:
How the Cosmos is viewed by adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints? And, 
the extent to which an understanding of the links between the Cosmos and the doctrine of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints affects the lives of practitioners? 
This project will make use of questionnaires and interviews to explore these questions. As a Qualitative study on personal cosmologies of adherents of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is lacking in the literature, this will be the first project to employ such methods.
What will I be asked to do in the study?
You will be asked to fill in a questionnaire that should take no longer than 10 minutes to complete.  Firstly, you will be asked a set of standardised questions relating to age, gender and ethnicity. 
Secondly, you will be asked to answer 12 multiple-choice questions related to personal cosmologies. 
Finally, you may be asked to participate in an open question, one-to-one, in-depth interview. This is expected to last for between 20 and 30 minutes. Here, questions are designed to probe into the belief structures of the participants, in order to provide in-depth data for the research study. 
Please be aware that participation is voluntary, and you are free to withdraw from (i.e. stop taking part in) the study at any point and you may also choose not to respond to any of the individual questions on the questionnaire. You do not have to give a reason for withdrawing or not responding to a question.
What are the advantages and disadvantages of taking part?
You may enjoy the experience of taking part in this study, and you will be contributing positively to the learning of the student researcher whose project you are participating in.
Taking part in this study is not expected to cause any discomfort or emotional distress, but if such feelings do arise as a consequence of taking part, please contact the researcher as soon as possible. 
How will my information be used? 
The information is being collected for a research project that the researcher must undertake as part of their course. They will analyse the collated data and write-up a research report of this data analysis as part of an assignment. Although the information collected during the study may be used for these purposes, you will not be identifiable in any way through these activities.  All information will be stored securely and only the researcher will have access to your individual data.
Will my information be confidential?
All the information you provide will be treated in confidence. This means that your name will not be used at any time and your information will be used solely for research purposes only.
Can I change my mind and withdraw from the project? 
Yes, you can stop taking part in the study at any time. After the study, you can also withdraw part or all of your data up.  You do not need to give a reason for doing this.  If you do decide to withdraw part or all of your data, please let the researcher know as soon as possible.  

Who can I contact for further information?
1) The investigators:

· Anthony Mann: 1803415@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

2) The tutor overseeing the project:
· Dr Bernadette Brady: b.brady@uwtsd.ac.uk.

What happens next?
Please think carefully about whether or not you wish to take part in the study. If you do wish to take part, please complete the attached consent form.

Thank you for considering participating. 
















Appendix 4 Debrief Sheet
Debrief
Personal Cosmologies: ‘A Mormon Perspective on the Cosmos’
Thank you very much for taking part in this research study. The purpose of this study is to investigate relationships between personal cosmologies, also known as world-views or belief structures, and beliefs about the Cosmos. 
As noted in the Participant Information Sheet, taking part in this study was not expected to cause you any discomfort or emotional distress, but if such feelings have arisen as a consequence of taking part, please contact the researcher as soon as possible. 
If you would like to withdraw your data from the study, please tell the researcher as soon as possible. You will not be able to withdraw your data after the research study is submitted. 
Thank you once again for taking part.

















Appendix 5 Interview Release Form
Interview Release Form
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]MA in Cultural Astronomy and Astrology
Faculty of Humanities and the Performing Arts
University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Ceredigion, Wales, SA48 7ED, UK.

STUDENT NAME ADDRESS AND E MAIL HERE:
INTERVIEWEE DETAILS HERE:
Name: ________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________________
Tel:________________________     
Email:_______________________________________
This form has been drawn up to respect in order to ensure that the material in your interview with STUDENT NAME is used only in accord with your wishes.
1. May we use your contribution: 
a. for public reference. 						Yes       No 
b. for research purposes. 					Yes       No 
c. for academic presentations, e.g. in seminars and lectures. 	Yes       No 
d. in research material which may be published at a future date 	Yes       No 
2. May we use your name? 					Yes       No 
NB. Even when permission is given to use your name, all material will be cited anonymously unless explicitly requested otherwise.


Signature of interviewee _______________________________  date __________
Signature of interviewer _______________________________  date __________
Note to interviewee: if you have any questions or concerns, please address them to Dr Nick Campion, Director, Sophia Centre for the Study of Cosmology in Culture, Faculty of Humanities and the Performing Arts, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Ceredigion, Wales, SA48 7ED, UK.  E mail:  n.campion@uwtsd.ac.uk
























Appendix 6
Table of Questionnaire Data
Cumulative Table

	[bookmark: _Hlk7626617]Question 

	Yes
	No
	Uncertain

	Q1. Do you believe there is a God?


	95%
(19/20)
	0%
(0/20)
	5%
(1/20)

	Q.4 Do you believe that God created the Cosmos?


	90%
(18/20)
	5%
(1/20)
	5%
(1/20)

	Q.7 Do you believe that the scriptures of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have an association with the Cosmos, and Cosmology?


	100%
(20/20)
	0%
(0/20)
	0%
(0/20)

	Q.8 Do you believe that scripture from the ‘Pearl of Great Price’, that refers to “worlds without number”,[footnoteRef:37] reflects a Cosmological ontology of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints? [37:  The Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price, Authorised Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Version (Salt Lake City, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, n.d.), Moses 1:3, 33.] 



	70%
(14/20)
	0%
(0/20)
	30%
(6/20)

	Q.9 In Doctrine and Covenants, God revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith that the Cosmos contained worlds whose “inhabitants … are begotten sons and daughters unto God”.[footnoteRef:38] Do you believe that this revelation affects your view of the Cosmos? [38:  The Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price, Authorised Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Version (Salt Lake City, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, n.d.), D&C 76:24.] 



	65%
(13/20)
	25%
(5/20)
	10%
(2/20)

	Q.10 According to Freya Matthews (1991), “Cosmologies are not of course pulled out of the air to suit the convenience of the communities to which they are attached. They are conditioned by many various historical, environmental, technological, psychological and social factors. A flourishing community is likely to evolve a bright, self-affirming cosmology, and a languishing community is likely to see the world in darker shades…. A good cosmology, in other words, is good for its adherents”.[footnoteRef:39] Do you believe Matthews position on Cosmologies to be credible? [39:  Freya Matthews, The Ecological Self (London: Routledge, 1991) p.109.] 



	80%
(16/20)
	5%
(1/20)
	15%
(3/20)

	Q.11 Nick Campion (2012) suggests that all of us have a personal cosmology, or cosmovision; a set of beliefs about the way the Cosmos is and works, and how we fit into it.[footnoteRef:40] Do you believe Campion’s position on personal cosmology to be credible? [40:  Nicholas Campion, Astrology and Cosmology in the World’s Religions (New York, NY: New York University Press, 2012) ] 



	85%
(17/20)
	5%
(1/20)
	10%
(2/20)

	Q.12 According to Elder Neal A. Maxell (2002), “greater appreciation of the universe will also help us to live more righteously in our own tiny universes of daily life. Likewise, a better understanding of God’s governance of the vast galaxies can lead to our better self-governance”[footnoteRef:41] Do you believe that a greater understanding of the Cosmos might influence your personal cosmology, or ‘tiny universe’ of daily life? [41:  Neal A Maxwell, ‘Our Creator’s Cosmos’, Religious Educator: Perspectives on the Restored Gospel. 3(2) (2002), 1-17.
] 












	95%
(19/20)
	0%
(0/20)
	5%
(1/20)

	Question

	Eternal
	Linear
	Cyclical

	Q.2 Do you view the Cosmos as?


	95%
(19/20)
	0%
(0/20)
	5%
(1/20)

	Question




	A method for understanding the ‘mind of God’
	A Scientific Discipline
	A Means of structuring our own beliefs

	Q.3 Do you think Cosmology is?



	45%
(9/20)
	55%
(11/20)
	0%
(0/20)

	Question



	Contains ‘complex life’
	Contains ‘simple life’
	We are alone

	Q.5 Excluding the Earth, do you believe that the Cosmos?
	100%
(20/20)
	0%
(0/20)
	0%
(0/20)

	Question





	Influences your daily life
	Does not influence your daily life
	Unaware of any influences on your daily life

	Q.6 Your understanding of the Cosmos?
	45%
(9/20)
	20%
(4/20)
	35%
(7/20)
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