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Fabiana (1819)
This project shall focus on the voyage of the Fabiana (1819) recorded in the Slave Voyages databases website. Two voyages are recorded that year; the focus here is on the one for which there is biographical data available about the 13 captives on board, not least to give such detail the import it unquestionably deserves, but also because it is another data set to use to broaden the historical picture of this voyage. This is also the only voyage which for which the tonnage of the ship is recorded (117 tons).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Fabiana (1819), search on Transatlantic Database, Slavevoyages.net, https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/database,  accessed 05/12/24] 

Itinerary and Captain
First, from the entry on the Transatlantic [voyages] database (found using name and date filters on the search tool): the ship’s voyage began on 4th June 1819, from its home port of Havanna, under the command of Captain Juan Garcia. It departed Trade Town, Liberia on 18th September 1819 with 13 captives. It was captured by the British and on 3rd October made port in Freetown, Sierra Leone, where the captives were released.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Fabiana (1819), Transatlantic Database, Slavevoyages.net.] 

Flag and ownership
Fabiana sailed under the Spanish Flag and principally delivered captives to Havana from the West African coast (understood from data of previous voyages). 
It appears there were two schooners (the other is called a goleta, the Spanish term) called Fabiana active around the same time. This can be deduced thus: voyages logged in 1816 name two different owners; Martin Hernandez and Gaspar Hernandez (it was worth checking whether they could be the same person, but they are listed separately on the Enslavers database);[footnoteRef:3] Gaspar’s ship is first named Nueva Fabiana (though by 1819 it is simply the Fabiana); the dates of the 1816 voyages do not allow them to be completed by the same ship – arrivals in Havana are logged in February, then March, and then two in August; and finally, a voyage is recorded in 1823, after the ship of focus here was intercepted and captured (though this later voyage ended in the same way). Since the other 1819 voyage names Gaspar as the owner, it is reasonable to conclude that the owner of our Fabiana was Martin.  [3:  Fabiana, search on Enslavers database, Slavevoyages.net, https://www.slavevoyages.org/past/enslavers, accessed 6/12/24] 

Captives
What is interesting is the number of captives aboard – only 13. Compare this with what was most likely the same ship’s voyage in 1816, where it debarked West Africa with 234 captives (of which only 205 would tragically arrive, it seems).[footnoteRef:4] This would suggest that the Fabiana was only part-way through an initial journey across several west African ports to grow its cargo for the Middle Passage when it was intercepted and captured. [4:  Fabiana (1816), on Transatlantic Database, Slavevoyages.net.] 

Martin Hernandez’s entry in the Enslavers database attributes 409 captives to voyages undertaken by vessels he owned. The database shows that along with the Fabiana, which transported 234 captives (not including the 13 in this final voyage) he owned the Sirena and the Estrella.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Martin Hernandez, on Enslavers database, Slavevoyages.net, https://www.slavevoyages.org/past/enslavers, accessed 7/12/24] 

A search on the African Origins database for Fabiana, 1819, returns insightful biographical information about all 13 captives. They are all young, between the ages of 15 and 30, with most being men in their 20s. This is unsurprising given the gruelling manual labour they were heading to. All but one, in fact, are men or boys: there is one 15 year old girl listed – ‘Fugra.’ It is disturbing to see these details laid out in records. There is some information, also, about the backgrounds of the captives. For 8 of them, their language group is listed. Four are from a Crue (Kru) background, while the other 4 are Mende, Kono, Fula and ‘Multiethnic’ – the designation suggests language group can be understood as something like ethnicity. The Kru people today mainly live in what is now Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire;[footnoteRef:6] it is therefore noteworthy that the captives are recorded as settling in Sierra Leone; despite being rescued from the transatlantic passage, it seems possible that they never returned to their original homes. The names recorded for the other passengers are Flam (30), Dee (28), Bau (22), Mufa (16), Latty (22), Cho (20), Tua (30), Tou (18), Kuakuo (23), Teagu (30), Mai (25) and Bai (23).[footnoteRef:7] [6:  Pauls, E.P. (revisions and updates), ‘Kru,’ in Encyclopedia Briannica online, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Kru accessed 8/12/24]  [7:  Fabiana (1819), search on African Origins, People of the Slave Trade database, https://www.slavevoyages.org/past/database/african-origins, accessed 10/12/24.] 

The Slave Trade at this time
The explanatory notes for the Oceans of Kinfolk database explain that after 1807 transporting captives to be slaves in the United States or British colonies was more complicated, since it was technically banned by those countries. Therefore, most voyages at this time seem to be to French or Spanish colonies in the Americas and Caribbean, with all of Fabiana’s being to Havana (with occasional intermediate stops in Puerto Rico).[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Fabiana (all dates), search on African Origins, People of the Slave Trade database, https://www.slavevoyages.org/past/database/african-origins, accessed 10/12/24.] 

From 1808 Britain’s West Africa Squadron was actively disrupting the slave trade around West Africa,[footnoteRef:9] which ultimately saw Fabiana captured. She was condemned and sold by a Court of Mixed Commission (a type of multinational tribunal established to decide the fate of captured slave ships)[footnoteRef:10] and the record for the sale exists and is featured on an the Liberated Africans website (not quite a full database in the same way as slave voyages, but it is useful for additional research such as this; it was found through secondary literature).[footnoteRef:11] The captives settled in Bathurst, Sierra Leone (while it is a topic of debate, Sierra Leone is often described as a colony established in part for the settlement of liberated slaves and captives from both sides of the Atlantic).[footnoteRef:12] [9:  Voices from the Royal Navy's anti-slavery patrols in the Atlantic Ocean, blog, Royal Museums Greenwich, https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/blog/voices-royal-navys-anti-slavery-patrols-atlantic-ocean accessed 11/12/24.]  [10:  Martinez, J.S., ‘The Courts of Mixed Commission for the Abolition of the Slave Trade’ in The Slave Trade and the Origins of International Human Rights Law (Oxford University Press, 2012),  pp. 67–98, abstract at https://academic.oup.com/book/2512/chapter-abstract/142805010?redirectedFrom=fulltext accessed 20/12/24.]  [11:  London, National Archives, FO84-9 f230-240, Expense report for the sale of Fabiana, digitised version with notes at Liberated Africans Database,  https://www.liberatedafricans.org/databases/source_details_LA.php?ObjectID=257 accessed 18/12/24.]  [12:  Beyan, A.J., Reviewed Work: Abolitionists Abroad: American Blacks and the Making of Modern West Africa by Lamin Sanneh, The Historian, vol. 63, no. 4, (2001), pp. 819–20. JSTOR, http://www.jstor.org/stable/24450509 Accessed 20/12/24. p. 819.] 

Concluding notes
The breadth of information about this topic was surprising. It seems astonishing that so much biographical information is available for slaves in particular; tens, perhaps hundreds of thousands of names, many of which are also paired with data on ethnicity. Documents such as receipts from the sales of seized ships build a rich picture for our historical understanding. The databases provide good access to these archival sources. In the case of Fabiana, the majority of sources appear to be Parliamentary Papers (Great Britain); these should be themselves quite searchable, and it would be interesting to view them and see the manner, tone and context of those records.
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