Dissertation – Intro

This dissertation will critically evaluate youth crime in England and Wales, and analyse the rehabilitation services available to offenders to reduce reoffending. According to section 34 of the crime and disorder act (1998), the age for criminal responsibility in England and Wales is 10, meaning that a child under the age of 10 can’t be arrested or charged with a crime. However, they can be subjected to a Child Safety Order which puts them under the supervision of a social worker (Nidirect, 2023). There is a wide range of types of crimes that young people commit, including theft, criminal damage, drug offences, violence against a person, public order, and many more. In the year ending March 2022, summary offences and possession of weapon offences were the two most common offences committed by a child (GOV.UK, 2023).

This dissertation will focus on 3 main objectives. The first objective is what are the root causes of crime within young people, concentrating on family backgrounds, poverty and peer influence (NIdirect.gov, 2023). The HM Inspectorate of Probation (2023) suggest that parenting styles, family or parental conflict, alcohol or substance misuse amongst family members, or a history of family involvement in the criminal justice system are all circumstances that have commonly been found to increase the probability of children committing crimes. 

The second objective is the facts and figures of the crimes, including the types of crimes that are being committed, cases of these crimes, the frequency, as well as the statistics behind the crimes over recent years. In the year ending March 2022, there was an 18% increase in arrests due to violence against a person since March 2021, while there was a 3% decrease of arrests for the offence of robbery. This indicates that there are aspects of youth crime that are still increasing and are in dire need of attention to tackle these offences (Youth Justice Board, 2023, figure 1.4). 

Finally, the third objective is to examine and analyse the rehabilitation and early intervention services that are available to young people that offend or have a history of offending in order to reduce the risk of reoffending occurring. Youth offending teams are multi-agency teams that specifically support young offenders to create personalised rehabilitation plans that suit them best. They provide many different services, ranging from counselling, educational services, and work placements (Youth Justice Board, 2023 Pp.4)

The chosen survey method for the summary of research is a questionnaire which the author will share to social media platforms, through email, text message and by asking people to engage in a questionnaire for the purpose of the research study. The author has decided to direct the questionnaire to a wide range of different age groups in order to gather lots of different perspectives and opinions on the topic, and to gain more information on the knowledge and understanding of youth crime as a community, rather than as a single age category. 
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