Writing an Academic 
Book/ Chapter Review 
Reading the Book/Chapter
It is best, when writing a book/Chapter review, to be an active reader of the book. Sit at a desk with pen and paper in hand. As you read, stop frequently to summarize the purpose, to note particularly clear statements of the book’s argument or purpose, and to describe your own responses. If you have read in this active way, putting together the book review should be quick and straightforward. Some people prefer to read at the computer but if you’re a good typist, you often start typing up long quotes from the book instead of analyzing it. Paper and pen provides a little friction to prevent such drifting. Take particular note of the title (does the book deliver what the title suggests it is going to deliver?), the table of contents (does the book cover all the ground you think it should?), the preface (often the richest source of information about the book), and the index (is it accurate, broad, deep?). 

· Active reading, not passive reading

· Chapter-by-chapter approach

· Note taking – summarise arguments in sections; note your responses

Questions to ask yourself

· Does the content of the book/Chapter strongly relate to the title?

· What is the main argument/purpose of the book/Chapter?

· Is the book/chapter clearly written – how effective is the author’s style?

· Is the book/chapter relevant to current issues and arguments?

· How does the author support their viewpoint – are clear examples or evidences given?

· To whom is the book/chapter aimed – do you think it is helpful to its target audience?

· How accurate is the content of the book/chapter (factual and theoretical)?

· How does the book compare to other related titles?

· Did you understand the book/chapter (!) – would you recommend it to a wider readership?
It can be worthwhile to do an on-line search to get a sense for the author’s history, other books, university appointments, graduate advisor, and so on. This can provide you with useful context.

Making a Plan

Book review for level 5 is 2500 words and for level 6 it is 3000 words in length.  You should try to outline your book review before you write it. This will keep you on task and stop you from straying into writing an academic essay.

Traditional Structure

· Give full author name, title, publishing details, and price.

· Very brief author biog / standpoint.  Succinctly outline the main thrust of the book – judging whether or not author succeeds in your view. 
· Restate thesis / main arguments of book. 
· Align with other relevant works. (Always reference)
· State strengths – 

· State weaknesses –

· Assess in your own words the strengths and weaknesses (1 paragraph)

· Conclusion

Avoid Five Common Pitfalls

1. Evaluate the text, don’t just summarize it. While a succinct restatement of the text’s points is important, part of writing a book review is making a judgment. Is the book a contribution to the field? Does it add to our knowledge? Should this book be read and by whom? 

2. Do not cover everything in the book. In other words, don’t use the table of contents as a structuring principle for your review. Try to organize your review around the book’s argument/purpose or your argument about the book. Don’t just summarise the book – evaluate it!  You need to restate the main contents; the review should be about judgement, not repetition.

3. Judge the book by its intentions not yours. Don’t criticize the author for failing to write the book you think that he or she should have written. 

4. Don’t use too many quotes from the book. It is best to paraphrase or use short telling quotes within sentences.
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