
The Teaching Toolkit Part 2


Over this assignment, I will evaluate my experience in writing my curriculum proposal ‘Importance of Early Education for Parents’, my findings during this process and what I learned from them, and what I learned from the whole process of writing the proposal. I will also look at how I found reviewing curriculum proposals written by my peers and how I found reading a peer’s review of my curriculum proposal, considering what I took away from it and my opinions or reservations on their review. Do support me in this reflection; I will use Kolb’s reflective cycle (Kolb, 1984). As Kolb says, I first concrete experience of creating my curriculum proposal, he then suggests that you need to reflect on the experience, looking at how you felt during and what you thought of the process. Next, he says it is important to have ‘abstract conceptualisation’ to look at the learning gained as a result of the experience and the reflection of it, finally, Kolb explains you need to put that learning into action to improve practice. This is an ongoing cycle, so once you have tried out what you have learned, you can continue to reflect and learn. 

So, when looking at this particular experience, it was not something that I had done before, and as a result, went in with a lot of apprehensiveness, unsure of the steps to take to organise and present it in the best way. However, the topic is a strong interest of mine, being based on reducing the number of NEET (Not in Education, Employment or Training) in the long term by trying to teach parents of young children the importance of encouraging schooling and ensuring good education from a young age. As a teacher, working with NEET young people to try to support them in finding employment, I have seen first-hand the large amount of parents who do not support education or encourage attendance, having said this, I understood that I may have had a biased attitude towards this, as this often comes with having a particular interest in something (Yang et al., 2020). However, I also saw this as an advantage as I had a lot of experience with directly working NEET young people, so I felt I understood the main reasoning behind them being NEET and how this could have been prevented. Being in this position, I can see first-hand how difficult it is to change the perspectives of young people who do not have the drive to work or gain further education and am a firm believer that prevention would be an easier option in the long term, rather than interventions after compulsory education.  This is the reasoning behind educating parents, as they usually have the largest influence in a child’s life and therefore education, as Yin et all., (2024) explain, specifically pointing out that any anxiety the parents have towards education is easily passed to the children. The feedback I had from my peer’s review, agreed that the target audience for my curriculum was appropriate, given the justification I had provided, they also stated the reasoning for the course overall was relevant, which made me feel reassured in my aims for this course. 

When considering the aims and objectives of this course, I wanted to ensure they were all relevant to the overall goal of the course and worked directly towards this. To do this, I made sure to look to relevant literature to back my reasoning for setting these aims and outcomes, this is something that my peer feedback found that I did well, however, they did recommend that I improve on these is to discuss how the promote transferable skills and discuss in more depth how else they would be beneficial. I completely agree with this observation and feel, in would have enhanced the whole idea of the curriculum to not just focus on the specific goal, but to investigate and discuss other learning opportunities and how this would support them elsewhere. For example, in my objective for learners to work in teams to share ideas and experiences, I could have talked about how this would support teambuilding skills, which is essential in many day-to-day activities, including interacting with family, friends, neighbours and in the workplace for working parents or parents looking for work. 

Another part of my peer’s feedback is to specify teaching strategies, I think this is something I unfortunately overlooked, potentially due to overthinking the deadline and focusing more on other areas. If I had the opportunity to redo this assignment, I would definitely consider this more and talk about the teaching style throughout the course, using literature to back my decision, I also would have included this more in my lesson planning. I feel my lesson plans were a little rushed, and I would have liked to add more detail into them and spend some time creating resources for the course, as I had run out of time and therefore submitted without attaching resources, I had spoken about using including PowerPoint slides. 

This experience has been really beneficial to my personal and career development, before this I was unsure on how to create a curriculum proposal, what to include or how to lay it out. As this was new to me, I went into the experience knowing that I would make mistakes but appreciating that it would give me a much better understanding of not only how to create a curriculum proposal, but a give me a greater appreciation for those who have done this, gaining further understanding of how much planning and preparation goes into them. 

Another potential barrier I recognise from this experience is my ability to teach a new course based solely on my curriculum proposal, bearing in mind, that the teaching aspect would be another new role, specific to the course, that I would need to learn and adapt to. As Ashwin (2020), explains, we may have vast experience in our subject area, but a new role or setting may require additional learning before beginning. This role, although the subject area would be a topic I have researched a great deal into, teaching parents, rather than young people, would be completely new to me, something that I would have further apprehensions about. Having considered this on reflection, if I were to continue my planning into my ‘Importance of Early Education for Parents’ class, I would further research into teaching parents, potentially using primary research to conduct surveys for parents to fill in prior, asking questions surrounding their knowledge and opinions of the education system and questionnaires to find out more about their abilities and learning styles. After gathering my findings, I could arrange for smaller groups, separated by ability or learning style, and plan to alter my approach accordingly. As Duckworth (2014), discusses, recognising that learners are diverse will have individual needs and perspectives, and I therefore need to ensure that all will be supported in a way suitable for them, to ensure best practice and learning for all. This is something I think I could have considered further in my planning, recognising that not all parents with children of low attendance will have similar reasons or outlooks. 

On re-reading my proposed curriculum, I noticed some easily avoidable spelling and grammatical errors, this was a result of not properly proofreading my work and submitting it as I was overly eager to complete and submit it. As McMilllan (2021), highlights, I could have also asked another person to proofread my work for a second opinion on the clarity of my writing and to ensure it reads well, they would have been able to point out unnecessary mistakes for me to correct. 

I also gave feedback to three of my peers, one for a curriculum on memorising a section of the Quran, one on teaching the Urdu language to British-born Pakistani young people and their partners and one to be incorporated for ten weeks within a level 4  course in sport and exercise science. I found this task to be somewhat difficult, as I was not familiar with any of these subjects so could not fully appreciate the interest that potential learners would find, this also made them slightly difficult to focus on as they were not my area of interest. However, it was a good opportunity to see how my peers wrote and to see the passion they had for their specialist areas. When writing the feedback, however, I struggled to give criticism as I did not want to upset any of my peers or give them any feedback that they did not agree with. To help me in writing this, I started each section with positive comments and then added some constructive criticism which I hope they find acceptable. 

In conclusion, I have really appreciated this overall experience, and feel I will be a better practitioner for it, as planning and preparing for a curriculum may well be something I need to do further into my career. As I stated, I went into this knowing I would make mistakes, but am generally happy with my results and know that if I could rewrite my curriculum, it would be greatly improved. I am also grateful to my fellow student who gave an honest review of my work, as this has supported my confidence in my work but also given me some useful criticism that I can carry forward into my next piece of work. The experience I had in giving feedback to my peers, I feel will support me in my marking in future, as I currently only have experience marking low-level work, so this gave me some more confidence to mark at a higher level, although I would benefit from more experience and support in this.




Reference List

Ashwin, P. (2020). Reflective teaching in higher education (2nd edition.). Bloomsbury Academic.

Duckworth, V. (2014) How to be a brilliant FE teacher : a practical guide to being effective and innovative . New York :, Routledge.

Kolb, D. (1984). Experiential learning: experience as the source of learning and development. Prentice-Hall.

McMillan, K. (2021). The study skills book : your essential guide to university success (Fourth edition.). Pearson Education Limited.

Gao, Y., Tsai, S.-B., Du, X., & Xin, C. (2020). Entrepreneurial Passion, Cognitive Bias, and Technology Commercialization of New Ventures. In Sustainability in the Entrepreneurial Ecosystem (pp. 148–163). IGI Global. https://doi.org/10.4018/978-1-7998-3495-3.ch007

Xia Yin, HePing Zhang, & Meng Chen. (2024). The influence of parents’ education anxiety on children’s learning anxiety: the mediating role of parenting style and the moderating effect of extracurricular tutoring. Frontiers in Psychology, 15. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2024.1380363



Appendices 

Below is my peer review feedbacks of three of my fellow PCET students. 

Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 15

This curriculum proposes a ten-week course for those who would like to learn how to memorise a section of the Quran. This proposal discusses teaching methods to support memorisation of both words and sounds of the section. This looked into the learning benefits and the importance of being able to do this correctly. 


A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 The importance of the curriculum for the intended learners is clearly identified, however there is no explanation if this course is not already available or different from courses already running. 

Target audience is aimed at all learners that have the same goal in mind, however, would be all ages and therefore all abilities, so could do with some discussion on how this would be managed to suit all needs. 









The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	Aims are clearly set out and appropriate to the curriculum, however specific objectives aren’t clearly set out. 








The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	Yes, the structure in the curriculum is set well according to the over goal, looking at various teaching methods and repetitiveness to support memory. 








Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	There has been link to professional standards, however these are not referenced so it is unclear where these are from to ensure it is linking specifically to post-16 education. 

However, the listen professional standards discussed are explained well, with explanation on how this is considered within the curriculum. 











Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	Curriculum was well detailed in terms of teaching strategies and discussing the benefits of the learning overall, it is set out into small paragraphs making it easier to read and separated using subheadings, it is clear a lot of thought and passion has gone into the writing of this curriculum proposal. 











Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	This could benefit from more references to back ideas and information. 
Appendices are very small and difficult to read so unable to comment on these further. 










Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 10

Curriculum 10 was a proposed 36-week course to teach Urdu to British-born Pakistani young people and their partners, with a view of highlighting the beauty of the language and preventing British-living people of Pakistani decent from having no understanding of the language. 

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 The target audience is broad, but appropriate to the curriculum proposal and allows for any adult learner with an interest in the Udru language, not excluding anyone wanting to participate. The writer has also discussed the importance of the curriculum, giving explanation to why it would benefit the learners is various ways. They have explained why they wish to hold the curriculum teaching a foreign language in the UK and have discussed why they think it is necessary, aiming to support inclusivity for British born Pakistani people. 







The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	There are good specific aims and outcomes set for the curriculum, objectives to reaching these goals are not clearly listed in the proposal but are set out in the lesson plans following. 








The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	A structure has been clearly stated through timetabling, setting time measured goals within the curriculum that are realistic and achievable, this has been detailed well and well thought out. 








Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	A lot of consideration into professional standards has gone into this curriculum proposal, each with good explanation on how they plan to meet the standards. 











Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	
The proposal is well set out, easy to read and well detailed in terms of structure, with a useful step by step of the weekly plans for the course. Appendices are well detailed with a lot of thought put in, the writer is clearly really enthusiastic about the course, which shows throughout. 










Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	











Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 1

This curriculum is proposing a ten-week course to be incorporated with a level 4 sport and exercise science course, which would include opportunities to trial different sports. 


A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	 The curriculum proposal talks a little on how their course differs from other sport courses, by not specifying on sports and allowing learners to try out different types on sport, however it is running within another course separately so could discuss how this would impact the level four course. 









The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	Aims are set out but could be a little clearer. Objectives to support reaching the overall aims are identified and discussed in detail. 








The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	Writer seems very knowledgeable about their topic area. This could be separated into smaller paragraphs to make for easier reading. Really in-depth reading list which could be really useful for learners. 








Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	A consideration into how professional standards will be used is included, however this could be separated into its own section. This does seem to have influenced to design of the curriculum well. 











Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	Can be a little difficult to read for those who are less knowledgeable on sport. 
Lesson plans well thought out and are learner focussed. 











Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	Would benefit from additional references to back ideas and information. 














