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	Title of Dissertation: 

The divine feminine and astrology against the background of the New Age in the Netherlands 


	Aims and Objectives:
In light of an emerging interest in the divine feminine among groups and individuals in the Netherland ( in addition to continued devotion to the traditional Catholic model of Mary), this dissertation will test the role of the divine feminine against the background of the New Age, and investigate whether or not it emerges in astrology.



	Abstract / academic rationale
In Dutch society there appears to be an emerging interest in the divine feminine alongside and in addition to the traditional model of Mary. This research will investigate the role of the divine feminine within the New Age in two ways. Using the New Age as a backdrop (which will be necessarily problematized in the dissertation), first it will investigate to see if the divine feminine plays a role for contemporary astrologers. Second it will investigate the role of astrology among Goddess Temple devotees and founders, and the Academy PanSophia (an organisation whose objective is ‘rediscovering the female God, the feminine values and women's contribution in ancient and contemporaries cultures’.

The foundation of the Dutch Goddess temple in 2003
 is direct evidence of the  emerging interest and presence of the divine feminine. The Goddess religion might be viewed as what Wouter Hanegraaff would refer to as a “New Age spirituality”. 
 But, at the same time, interest in the traditional Catholic feminine divine, Mary, despite secularization in Dutch society, continues. The percentage of people not affiliated with one of the Christian churches in the Netherlands has increased from 24 % in 1958 to about 60 % in 2002,
 but the number of individual visits to, for example, the Roman-Catholic sanctuary Onze Lieve Vrouwe ter Nood [Our Dear Lady in Distress] has increased enormously since the second half of the twentieth century. Although never been officially recorded, it is estimated that at least 80,000 to 100,000 people per year visit the site.
  This is another evidence that there is a strong interest in the divine feminine in the Netherlands. This development might be seen as what Paul Heelas and Linda Woodhead have referred to as the “spiritual revolution” that takes place in Western society.
 They observed that, in recent years, ‘something called “spirituality’” has emerged in western society and that increasing numbers of people prefer to call themselves “spiritual” rather than “religious”, which is reflected in the New Age and other new religious movements such as paganism. As well as the contemporary Goddess movement addressed in this dissertation.
Wouter Hanegraaff also signalled the changes in attitude towards religion that are happening in our society. In his opinion “New Age spirituality” is no longer a marginal subculture, but has developed into ‘a broad folk religion which appeals to many people at all levels of society’. 
 York writes about a collective shift in consciousness that is taking place in Western culture, and agrees with Heelas and Woodhead that institutional religion no longer provides the framework for the human desire for spiritual seeking. 
 Both York and Hanegraaff base the spiritual development on what they refer to as the New Age movement.
However, one way in which interest in ‘institutional religion’ is observable is through continued, albeit popular, devotion to the Virgin Mary. Recently, the Dutch goddess temple organized a workshop on Maria.
 In 2008, the Academy PanSophia was founded in the Netherlands, an organization whose objective is ‘rediscovering the female God, the feminine values and women's contribution in ancient and contemporaries cultures’.
 This organisation is based upon the work of Dutch historian of religion Annine van der Meer, who regards the Christian divinity Mary as the manifestation of the universal mother, who is referred to as Sophia in Greek, Jewish and Christian traditions.
 Ford regards Mary as both the replacement of earlier mother goddesses; and, as a manifestation of the Great Mother archetype. 
 Carl Jung (1875 – 1961) introduced the concept of the Great Mother as an archetype of the collective unconscious which ‘embraces widely varying types of mother-goddesses’, and ‘especially the Mother of God, the Virgin, and Sophia’. 
 This, along with the aforementioned founding of the Dutch Goddess Temple and the Academy PanSophia, and the continued devotion to the Virgin Mary, signals both a continued interest in, as well as emergence of, divine feminine principles in contemporary Dutch culture. However, as mentioned before, this dissertation is concerned with how the divine feminine relates to astrology (if at all), and the role that astrology plays for Goddess Temple devotees and people involved with the Academy PanSophia.
Another question of interest within which the research will be framed is this: Does the interest in the divine feminine have anything to do with a New Age? The original literal meaning of New Age is that humanity is about to enter a new era, a new age. This is based on the transition from the Age of Pisces to the Age of Aquarius. According to Jung the astrological concept of the Age of Pisces is connected with Christianity and he expected a new godhead emerging in society with the beginning of the Age of Aquarius.
 
The coming of a New Age is a controversial point, which will be discussed and necessarily problematized in the introduction to this dissertation. For instance, Nicholas Campion, regards the Age of Aquarius as ‘A modern myth’.
 However, as York wrote, ‘the Aquarian Age for New Age is less a literal expectation and more a metaphor for what is to be a collective shift in consciousness’.
  This issues and more will be addressed in the dissertation.

It must be acknowledged that healing plays a significant role in both the New Age and Goddess spirituality, as well as Marian devotion. For this reason, it might be expected that the theme of healing might emerge from my research findings. According to York, healing plays a central role in the New Age.
 In the opinion of Ineke Bergman, astrologer and author of a book on Dutch goddesses, and one of my interviewees, the interest in goddess spirituality reflects the search for a new feminine divine role model, in order to bring back in society the appreciation for feminine values; the revaluation of the feminine is necessary to restore the balance between the masculine and the feminine in Western society.
 Also Richard Tarnas writes about ‘the impulse to recover and revalue the archetypical feminine, in both men and women, and in both the individual psyche and the collective …… and moving towards a healing integration of feminine and masculine’.
 For Jung, Pope Pius XII’s proclamation of the dogma of Maria’s Assumption, her ascension to heaven, was a very important development, ‘an integration of the female principle into the Christian conception of the Godhead’ and signifying ‘the living archetype forcing its way into consciousness’.

What the connection is between the divine feminine and astrology, and whether or not healing also plays a role  will need to emerge from the interview findings.


	Methodology

I will carry out a qualitative research through 12-15 semi-structured interviews.
  My group of informants will include those who have published or lectured on the divine feminine, like Ineke Bergman and Annine van der Meer, the Dutch writers, whose books are included in the Bibliography, and one of the founders of the Dutch goddess temple. A major part of my informants will consist of Dutch practitioners of astrology, both who have published or lectured on the divine feminine in connection to astrology, but also ordinary practitioners of astrology. Besides,  I will also interview a business woman who incorporates New Age thinking in her companies activities. I will also carry out field trips to the Dutch Goddess Temple and interview the people who attend the gatherings of the temple, and interview people who attend the gatherings of the Academy PanSophia to find out whether they see a connection between the divine feminine and astrology
The source for my informants is my own network since I have been actively involved in and interested in the topic of my research for a number of years, so I might be regarded as in insider. I will thus conduct my research from the emic viewpoint. Kenneth Pike formulated the distinction between an etic or and emic viewpoint ‘the etic viewpoint studies behavior as from outside of a particular system’, and ‘the emic viewpoint results from studying behavior from inside the system’.
 Alan Bryman warned that ‘the scholar might lose one’s objectivity by “going native”, described by Bryman as the situation ‘whereby the researcher loses his or her awareness of being a researcher and is seduced by the participants’ perspective’.
 Being aware of this, I will use reflexivity to make sure that the research process is free of personal bias, and be aware of my “personal voice”- my own beliefs – and the “scholarly voice” that I have to use in the research project, as described by David Hufford. 
 Moreover, being an insider has certain advantages, as advocated by Jo Pearson and Nicholas Campion. As Pearson, both academic and Wicca, wrote ‘my position allowed me to study Wicca as scientifically as possible on a foundation of thorough knowledge’. The anthropologist Evans-Pritchard argued that every researcher ‘must learn the native language’, to be able to speak the language of the group being studied.
  Campion, academic and astrologer, agreed it is important to speak the “native’s language” in order to understand how astrologers communicate.
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Websites:

· De Nederlandse Godinnentempel [the Dutch Goddess Temple] http://www.godinnentempel.info/ 

· Academy PanSophia http://www.academiepansophia.nl/EN


	Short Introductory Bibliography: 2 Primary Sources (Original Works/ Documents)

Since I am conducting a qualitative investigation based on interviews, my primary sources will be people, next to the literature mentioned under this heading.
· Bergman, Ineke, Godinnen van eigen bodem [Goddesses of native soil], Geesteren: A3-boeken, 2007
· Campion, Nicholas, ‘Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: the Extent and Nature of Contemporary Belief in Astrology’, PhD diss., University of the West of England, 2004.
· Campion, Nicholas, Astrology, History and Apocalypse, London:  Centre for Psychological Astrology Press, 2000.

· George, Demetra, Bloch, Douglas with Patricia White, ‘Asteroid Goddesses in the Natal (Birth) Chart’; prepared for www.AstroProfile.com (accessed 31 October 2012).

· Greene, Liz, Samenspel – een astrologische gids voor het samenleven met anderen op een kleine planeet, [Relating: an astrological guide to living with others on a small planet] Amsterdam: Schors, 1984
· Greene, Liz, De buitenplaneten – De astrologie van collectieve tendenzen in the Persoonlijke Horoscoop, [The Outer Planets & Their Cycles. The Astrology of the Collective] Amsterdam: Schors, 1986 
· Meer, Annine van der, Van Sophia tot Maria: de Wedergeboorte van de verborgen Moeder in de 21e eeuw [From Sophia to Mary: the Renaissance of the hidden Mother in the 21st century], Geesteren: A3-boeken, 2008. 

· Reinhart, Melanie, Chiron and the Healing Journey – An Astrological and Psychological Perspective (London, Arkana, 1989)

· Tarnas, Richard, Cosmos and Psyche – Intimations of a New World View, New York: Plume, 2007.


	Time Schedule:

An outline of a likely timetable to completion. 
I will start doing interviews as soon as the Ethics form is approved. In the meantime, I will work on my Introduction (preliminary) and literature review, . I will write up my research findings as I go along, and I hope to have a first draft completed  by October/November 2013. After addressing the feedback from my supervisor and incorporating changes, I  will have the dissertation completed by February, 2014.


	Allocated Supervisor:  Dr Amy Whitehead
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However, in this section consider the academic rationale for your research. What is the background to your research? What wider problem in scholarship or knowledge are you addressing? What is the relevance of your work to wider areas of scholarship and previous work in the field? You can include relevant references. 
Short Introductory Bibliography 1. Secondary Sources
What are the main scholarly works (secondary sources) which would underpin your research question? You need about ten academic books or articles. Please give full citations. If they are especially important, mention them in your abstract. If you are doing qualitative research please include some references on methodology, as you would have encountered in the Research methods module, for example on interview technique or questionnaire design.
Short Introductory Bibliography: 2. Primary sources 

This is vital for text-based research. What are the principal primary sources and/or materials you would use in your research? Please give full citations. Remember, primary sources are the original documents, texts or artefacts which you are researching. If these are books or articles, give full citations. If your research is text-based, aim to include about ten. If they are especially important, mention them in your abstract. If your research is into Sacred Geography or Archaeoastronomy, or if you are undertaking qualitative research, the primary text sources may be limited or non-existent.  Your primary source may be landscape, sky or people. 
Methodology:

How are you going to research your topic? Outline your research methodology: for example, library based or fieldwork (interviews, questionnaires or participant observation), and historical, sociological, anthropological. Include relevant references. If you are conducting qualitative research, such as interviews of questionnaires, please say something about your proposed target group, and how you plan to proceed.
� http://www.academiepansophia.nl/EN/the%20academy/purpose/index.php?language=EN&navid=503&direct_to=purpose


� De Nederlandse Godinnentempel [the Dutch Goddess Temple], ] http://www.godinnentempel.info/


� Wouter J. Hanegraaff, ‘New Age Religion And Secularization’, Numen, Vol. 47, No. 3, Religions in the Disenchanted World (2000), [hereafter Hanegraaff, New Age Religion and Secularization] , p. 289.


� Catrien Notermans, ‘Loss and Healing: A Marian Pilgrimage in Secular Dutch Society’, Ethnology, Vol. 46, No. 3 (Summer, 2007),  p. 217.


� OttieThiers, ‘t Putje van Heiloo – Bedevaarten naar O.L. Vrouwe ter Nood [the small Well of Heiloo – Pilgrimages to Our Dear Lady in Distress] (Hilversum, Verloren, 2005), pp. 156-157.


� Paul Heelas and Linda Woodhead, The Spiritual Revolution (Oxford: Blackwell, 2005) [hereafter Heelas-Woodhead, Spiritual Revolution), p. 1.


� Hanegraaff, New Age Religion and Secularization , p. 289.


� York, Astrology and New Age, pp. 4-5.


� http://www.godinnentempel.info/p/workshops-en-intensives.html


� http://www.academiepansophia.nl/EN/the%20academy/purpose/index.php?language=EN&navid=503&direct_to=purpose


� Annine van der Meer, Van Sophia tot Maria: de Wedergeboorte van de verborgen Moeder in de 21e eeuw [From Sophia to Mary: the Renaissance of the hidden Mother in the 21st century] (Geesteren: A3-boeken, 2008), [hereafter Van der Meer] pp. 10 -11.


� Ford, p. 107.


� C.G. Jung, ‘Psychological Aspects of the Mother Archetype’, in The Archetypes and the Collective Unconscious, Vol. 9 Part 1, Collected Works (London: Routledge, 2nd ed. 1968 [1959], p. 75, p. 81.


� Carl Gustav Jung, Carl Gustav, Aion: Researches into the Phenomenology of the Self, Collected Works, Vol. 9, Part 2, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1979).


� Nicholas Campion, Astrology, History and Apocalypse (London:  Centre for Psychological Astrology Press, 2000) pp. 131 – 157.


� York, Astrology and New Age, p. 2


� Michael York, ‘Wanting to Have Your New Age Cake and Eat It Too’, Journal of Alternative Spiritualities and New Age Studies, Vol. 1 (February 2005): pp. 28-29.


� Ineke Bergman, Godinnen van eigen bodem [Goddesses of native soil] (Geesteren: A3-boeken, 2007),  [hereafter Bergman] pp. 13 -14.


� Richard Tarnas, Cosmos and Psyche – Intimations of a New World View, New York: Plume, 2007, p. 447.


� C.G. Jung Letters, selected and edited by Gerhard Adler, in collaboration with Aniela Jaffe; tr. R.F.C. Hull, Bollingen Series XCV: 1 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1973), pp. 8, 568, as cited in Ford, p. 94.


� John McLeod, Qualitative Research in Counseling and Psychotherapy, London: Sage 2001, Chap 9 (‘How to do Qualitative Research’). Judith Bell, Doing your Research Project (Buckingham: Open University Press, 2002), chap. 9 (‘Planning and Conducting Interviews’).


� Kenneth Pike, ‘Etic and Emic Standpoints for the Description of Behavior’, in R. McCutcheon, The Insider/Outsider Problem in the Study of Religion: A Reader (London: Cassell,1999), p. 28.


� Alan Bryman, Quantity and Quality in Social Research (London: Routledge, 2001), p. 96.


� David J. Hufford, ‘The Scholarly Voice and the Personal Voice: Reflexivity in Belief Studies’, Western Folklore, 1995, vol. 54, no. 1


� E.E. Evans-Pritchard, Social Anthropology (London: Cohen and West Ltd., 1967 [1951], p. 79.


� Nicholas Campion, ‘Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: the Extent and Nature of Contemporary Belief in Astrology’, PhD Thesis, University of the West of England, 2004, p. 11.





1

