[bookmark: _GoBack]The two buildings I have decided to study and compare are, Caerphilly Castle and Castle Coch. This is a comparison of a Gothic castle to a Georgian Castle which were built and in use during different times. 
Caerphilly Castle was built in the 13th century by Lord Gilbert de Clare. The purpose of the castle was a mark of response to the growing threat of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd. The castle was created as a defence from the Welsh troops. While the castle was being built by Lord De Clare it was also nearly de constructed before being constructed due to the anger of Llywelyn ap Gruffydd. The castle is situated at the bottom of the mountain however is 1.2h in size. After use the castle was left to fall into disrepair and since is now classed as a ruin from 1539.[4][1]
Castell Coch was built in the early 13th century containing a round tower kept in the South West corner of a minute D-shaped courtyard accommodating a hall on the south side. The castle was made from a rough rubble sandstone from which the name ‘Castle Coch’ developed. Castell coc is situated within the hills of Tongwynlais in the Cardiff County. [1] 
My first point of comparison is that Lord Gilbert de Clare had a contribution within both of these castles. Lord Gilbert was the person who came up with the idea of the castle in caerphilly however by looking at the two eastern towers, the gatehouse in between them and the upper hall on the south side you will know that these parts of the building are far more admirable ashar faced buildings which were added at a later date by the Lord himself as he was likely to have taken this castle in the late 13th century while caerphilly castle was being built. These parts of castle coch were more affected than the original part. [1]
Another key factor of the castles are their use. They may have the same People behind the construction however the different uses for these castles set them apart from one another. Caerphilly Castle as previously stated was used as a defense mechanism. You can sort of understand this by looking at the castle. The 1.2h size of the castle contained by a moat adds up to the majority of the sheer size of the castle. On the other hand Castle Coch would of been a residential castle. Comparing it to Caerphilly it's only a fraction of the size, it also situated within the mountains and does not contain a moat around the edges meaning that for the era the better castle in my opinion is caerphilly. This is because the pure size of the castle that there was not much need for Lord de Clare to be over in Castle Coch as there was enough room for him to be with his troops and in caerphilly castle. 
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[2]					[6]
A vital part of understanding this is the location of either castle. Caerphilly was used as a battle ground, i gathered this by the fact that caerphilly is low down the mountain where as Castle Coch is within the mountains situated on the side of the mountain. The size is also a factor for myself, the size of Caerphilly means there was a ‘base’ for troops as well as defence from them whereas Castle coch is a smaller size meaning this is where the leader lived as it was very discreet. The moat also become a use for Caerphilly, this kept a small distance between the troops where as in Castle Coch if you managed to reach the mountain you wasn’t facing a moat and you can plan a direct attack.  
In the 18th century these Marquess of Bute the 3rd claimed caerphilly castle, this was known to people as the ‘rebuilding’ of the castle, [3] The touch up of the castle began in the late 19th century under the excessively rich Marquess of Bute. unfortunately the castle we see today is the castle that was left from the 4th Marquess of bute and his later state, this work was carried on until the late 19th century.  The 3rd Marquess of Bute in 1871 stumbled across an overgrown castle that seemed to be one of his own, in 1872 the castle became one of his many restoration projects, by the time 1875 came Castle Coch was going to be transformed into a summer house for the marquess however didn’t get this far as one of the 3rd Marquess Of Butes’ workmen had died, 10 years for his plan of a finished summerhouse was complete.[6] this comparison gave me the impression that castles were a very prestigious thing and came with wealth.
After considering these points my verdict i have come to shows that castles were a building of many uses weather it be for hospitality or for a defence system while at battle. It also gives me the impression that to be associated with a castle type structure you must come with considerable wealth, within my essay the three people mentioned were all from different regions and backgrounds however all wanted to become something major and own a region and by doing this they needed castles weather it the monstrosity of Caerphilly or the small and homely Castle Coch. I also understood that a castle is built for a lifetime,. They weren't built in a small period of time however once they were built there were not meant to be knocked down, however once knocked down or in an unusable state they were always in talks of being converted back to a usable state. After researching both i have come to the conclusion that both castles are very good use and even though they aren't used the same they were built within the same era and with the tools they had within those eras both castles are phenomenal structures and can be used for many years on from now.
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