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Lecture 18
Caesar’s Legacy and the Rise of Octavian

Basic chronology

63 BC: birth of Marcus Octavius, later Octavian

15 March 44 BC: Caesar’s assassination

May 44 BC: Caesar’s murderers leave Rome

February-March 43: siege of Mutina

November 43: Second Triumvirate; proscriptions; division of the Empire between
Octavian, Antony and Lepidus

October 42: battle of Philippi

40 BC: Treaty of Brundisium

38-36 BC: war between Octavian and Sextus Pompeius

36 BC: Antony abortive attach against Parthia

34 BC: Antony controls Armenia; ‘Donations of Alexandria’

32 BC: Octavian declares war against Cleopatra and Antony; ‘the whole of Italy’
swears loyalty to him

31 BC: Battle of Actium

30 BC: Conquest of Egypt; Antony and Cleopatra commit suicide; Octavian returns
to Italy

28-27 BC: constitutional settlement

Essential literary sources

*  Cicero (105-43 BC), Philippics, Letters to Atticus, Letters to His Friends
* Augustus (AD 14), Res Gestae

e Suetonius (ca. AD 63-after 120), Life of Divus Augnstus

*  Plutarch (ca. AD 46-120, Life of Antony

* Appian (c. AD 95-165), The Civil Wars, books 3-5

* Cassius Dio (AD 155-235?), Roman History, books 44-52.

Modern bibliography

R. Syme, The Roman Revolution, Oxford 1939, 259-312.

C. Pelling, “The Triumviral Period’, CAH 10, Cambridge 1996, 1-69.

H. Scullard, From the Gracchi fo Nero, London 1962, 167-177.

M. Goodman, The Roman World 44 BC-AD 180, London-New York 1999, 28-39.

J. Osgood, Caesar’s Legacy. Civil War and the Emergence of the Roman Empire, Cambridge
2006.



K. A. Raaflaub-M. Toher (eds.), Between Republic and Principate. Interpretations of Augnstus
and His Principate, Berkeley 1990: see especially the papers by Z. Yavetz and C. Meier.
R. A. Gurval, Actinm and Angustus: the Politics and Emotions of Civil War, Ann Arbor
1995.

E. Gabba, ‘The Perusine War and Triumviral Italy’, Harvard Studies in Classical Philology
75 (1971), 139-160.

A. M. Gowing, The Triumviral Narratives of Appian and Cassius Dio, Ann Arbor 1992.

M. Reinhold, ‘The Declaration of War against Cleopatra’y, Classical Journal 77 (1981-
1982), 97-103.

E. G. Huzar, ‘Mark Antony: Marriages vs. Careers’, Classical Journal 81 (1985- 1980),
97-111.

A. Powell-K. Welch (eds.), Sextus Pompeins, London-Swansea 2002: see especially the
papers by the two editors and S. C. Stone I11.

L. Keppie, ‘Vergil, the Confiscations, and Caesar's Tenth Legion’, Classical Quarterly
31 (1981), 367-370.

T. Wiedemann, “The fetiales: a Reconsideration’, Classical Quarterly 36 (1986), 472-
490.

J. Reynolds, Aphrodisias and Rome, L.ondon 1982, 38-100.

A. Momigliano, “Terra Marique’, Journal of Roman Studies 32 (1942), 53-64.

P. Zanker, The Power of Images in the Age of Augnstus, Ann Arbor 1988, 79-100



