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STUDY SKILLS ASSESSMENT: ASSIGNMENT 4 

Word limit: 1250 words 

 

 

Essay Title  

 

How far are we justified in treating ‘religion’ as a valid area of academic 

study?  

 

You can use the following sources, but may also use other material of your 

choice to supplement those listed below.  

 

Cox, James, A Guide to the Phenomenology of Religion: Key Figures, Formative 

Influences and Subsequent Debates (London: Continuum, 2006).  

Fitzgerald, Timothy, The Ideology of Religious Studies (New York, Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2000). 

McCutcheon, Russell T., The Discipline of Religion: Structure, Meaning, Rhetoric 

(London and New York: Routledge, 2003). 

Olson, Carl, ‘Contested Categories and Issues in Interpretation’, in Mittal, Sushil 

and Gene Thursby (eds), Religions of South Asia: An Introduction (London and 

New York: Routledge, 2006). 

Segal, Robert A., ‘Categorizing Religion’, in Geertz, Armin W. and Russell T. 

McCutcheon (eds), Perspectives on Method and Theory in the Study of Religion 

(Leiden, Boston, Koln: Brill, 2000). 

 

 


