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This essay will analyse the benefits and drawbacks of parliamentary debates, committees, and reforms to determine whether good scrutiny results in an efficient, productive government. It is important to communicate the results of this scrutiny process clearly and compellingly to the public to enhance governance. Scrutiny is crucial to maintaining open, responsible, and transparent local government. This leads to better public policies and services, regardless of the type of governance system used by the government. Methods of scrutiny include parliamentary debates whereby one side is opposed, and one is in favour enabling critical judgements and decisions to be made, select committees put in place to handle specific areas of enquiry and reform suggestions (Esipisu & Khaguli, 2009). This enables full critical scrutiny from all sides to be in place ensuring fair decisions can be made. This essay will consider scrutiny in terms of the UK Executive and their role, the role of the Separation of Powers theory, and how the Executive is held to account, considering the advantages and disadvantages of this.

As the head of His Majesty's Government, The Prime Minister appoints government officials, oversees the Civil Service, and is the main representative of the government in the House of Commons. The Rt Hon. Rishi Sunak MP is the current Prime Minister (GOV.UK, 2024.) In a report released in 2021, the House of Lords Constitution Committee expressed concerns with the government's strategy for enacting legislation and emergency measures amid the coronavirus pandemic. The committee felt that there were problems with legal clarity and that Parliament had little opportunity to thoroughly review the legislation. The study stressed how crucial accountability and openness are to government decision-making, particularly in emergencies. It was suggested that to guarantee that emergency measures be thoroughly examined and discussed before being put into effect, the government should collaborate closely with Parliament. Arguably, not enough scrutiny was put in place regarding coronavirus guidelines, considering the disadvantages and advantages of measures put in place and this led to rushed decisions. This study has shown that the UK Executive must be held accountable for decisions and outcomes that resulted and increased scrutiny at the time could have prevented public outcry. The UK executive is essential to the nation's governance since it carries out legislative directives and exercises executive authority on behalf of the government. The UK executive oversees managing laws, supervising public services, and travelling abroad to represent the country. It is necessary to uphold the rule of law and ensure that the government runs smoothly.


A wide range of tasks are performed by civil servants, such as administering government contracts, researching policy possibilities, and offering direct assistance to those utilising public services (Parliament of Government, 2017). However, depending on the division or organization they work for, their tasks and responsibilities may change. Since 2013, reforms have also contributed to the creation of a few cross-government, centrally administered "functions" that have improved the way the civil service carries out tasks requiring specialised knowledge. These include commercial, digital, data, human resources, financial, and property services. In recognition of this, the civil service divides its personnel into 28 "professions." These are associations of officials, like veterinarians, who share a shared area of competence. The occupations aid in guaranteeing that the civil service possesses the knowledge and experience (Institute of government, 2024)

Political and constitutional thought have long debated the ‘separation of powers’ notion. It alludes to the separation of power within government into the legislative, executive, and judicial branches. The purpose of this division is to keep any one branch from growing too strong and abusing its influence. To guarantee accountability and guard against tyranny, the principle establishes a system of checks and balances. There have been times when the idea of the separation of powers has been used to argue against judicial intervention in the legislative or executive branch and, on occasion, to justify its nullification or cancellation. In general, democratic governance still relies heavily on the separation of powers; however, how it is applied and interpreted varies depending on the situation. To keep a functioning government, a community must constantly assess and adjust the distribution of power among the branches drawing attention to the complexities of constitutional law and how social and political contexts can influence how legal principles are interpreted and applied (Oxford University Press, 2024).  Though its actual application is sometimes up to argument and interpretation, democratic administration still rests on the separation of powers.

The primary responsibility of the parliament is to scrutinize and contest the government's actions. This duty is carried out. by both, the House of Commons, and the House of Lords, although they have different procedures. For example, both houses have the power to question government ministers, discuss new laws, and investigate specific issues. The House of Commons, however, has more influence over legislative decisions relating to financial matters. To ensure accountability, the House of Commons has created committees that are part of departments. These committees are responsible for "shadowing" government organizations and examining their spending plans, administrations, and policies. These committees play a vital role in ensuring that the government's actions are transparent and visible. Although the House of Lords does not have the same level of power as the House of Commons, it still has the authority to review and amend legislation. This makes it an essential part of the parliamentary system, as it provides an additional layer of scrutiny for the government's actions (UK Parliament, 2024). An example of this can be seen when According to Lord Benyon, the Minister of State for 2023, rules are required to safeguard the environment and guarantee adherence to international norms. He stressed the need to strike a balance between environmental preservation and economic growth, noting that he had direct payment interests in farming. He proposed the notion that providing farmers with a lower price would boost rural communities and promote environmentally friendly farming methods. During England's agricultural transition, this legislation was a vital part of the reforms that were put in place. English farmers saw progressive reductions in direct payments for the 2023 plan year. Legislation codified the cuts that the government first disclosed in their November 2020 agriculture transition plan (Department for Environment, 2024). The adjustments helped farmers produce more food. superior quality in a more environmentally responsible and sustainable manner (Legislation.gov.uk 2023). The initial reductions were scheduled to occur in the 2021 scheme year, and the reductions were phased in over a period of seven years. The purpose of these reductions was to encourage environmental stewardship and help farmers modify their operations and become more productive. To assist farmers in navigating these changes and ensuring a seamless transition towards a more sustainable agricultural sector, the government provided support and guidance. The other barons and baronesses considered the proposal and decided to approve it after discussing the advantages and disadvantages of implementing this for farmers (UK Parliament, 2024). This demonstrates the power of examination in bringing about change. Smaller farms expressed concerns, which Lord Beynon addressed in parliament, weighing the benefits and drawbacks of the proposed measures. Consequently, small farmers were protected by legislation that included effective mechanisms that reduced direct outgoing payments and allowed them to grow food in a way that was more environmentally friendly.

There are benefits and drawbacks to decisions taken by all parties in the government, as well as those that go against them (Gaille, 2019). Diverse viewpoints can result in more thoughtful judgements, but if they are not handled appropriately, they can also cause conflict and impede advancement. It is crucial for government officials to engage in an open and respectful dialogue to ensure that differing perspectives are considered, and constructive solutions are reached. Failure to do so can lead to gridlock and hinder progress on principal issues. Good government requires striking a balance between divergent viewpoints. Various procedures pass through the House of Commons for each given outcome. Therefore, every choice that is made has both direct and indirect effects. repercussions that follow every choice taken. Then there is the indirect, which is democracy and context; they are evidence, analysis, openness, learning, and process. Indirect implications can be more challenging to measure and take longer to develop than direct consequences, which are usually more immediate. to measure. The two categories of outcomes are essential in determining how government policies affect society (What impact does economics have on government policy? 2024). Before acting, it is crucial to thoroughly analyse these repercussions to ensure that decisions are made with a full understanding of their potential impact. By considering both direct and indirect effects, policymakers can make more informed choices that lead to positive outcomes for society (Secondary Legislation Scrutiny Committee Summary committees, 2024).  This comprehensive approach can help prevent unintended consequences and promote more effective policy implementation. By carefully evaluating both short-term and long-term effects, policymakers can better address the complex challenges. Overall, while each mechanism has its advantages in holding the executive to account, it also faces various challenges and limitations that can affect its effectiveness. A combination of these mechanisms working together often provides a more robust system of accountability in governance. These are elections, media, public scrutiny, selected committees and debates, along with parliamentary questions, which can help see the advantages and disadvantages of any questions put forward what outcomes they will be and how this will affect society (Political parties and democracy | annual review of political science,2024) These mechanisms can help ensure that those in power are held accountable for their actions and decisions.
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