Task 16 – Discussion
‘World views on Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC)’ and ‘Religious Education in Early Years in Wales’

1. What is ECEC?
· Refers to education and care of children from birth to 8 years old.
· Focuses on holistic development, cognitive, social, emotional, and physical.
· Includes nurseries, preschools, and early primary education.
What is the current global view?
· ECEC is now seen as essential for lifelong development, not just childcare.
· Focus on holistic development (social, emotional, physical, cognitive).
· In places like Wales, this is reflected in Early Childhood Play, Learning and Care (ECPLC), which puts well-being and development at the centre 

2. Different Global Approaches
Nordic Model (e.g. Sweden, Finland)
· Strong emphasis on play-based learning.
· Focus on well-being, equality, and child autonomy.
· Highly trained teachers; government-funded systems.
Reggio Emilia Approach
· Child seen as competent and capable.
· Learning is child-led and project-based.
· Environment considered the “third teacher.”
Te Whāriki (New Zealand curriculum)
· Holistic, woven curriculum (like a “mat”).
· Emphasises family, culture, and relationships.
· Strong inclusion of indigenous Māori perspectives.
School Readiness Model
· Greater focus on academic preparation (literacy, numeracy).
· Increased assessment and structured curriculum.
· Debate over pressure vs preparedness.

3. Key Themes Across Worldviews
· Play vs formal learning
· Child-led vs teacher-led approaches
· Cultural values shaping education
· Access and inequality

4. Current Issues
· Standardisation vs flexibility
· Impact of globalisation on local practices
· Equity in access (especially for disadvantaged children)
· Professional status of early years educators

 Discussion Questions
1. Should early childhood education prioritise play or academic skills?
2. How do cultural values influence what is considered “good” ECEC?
3. Is there a “best” global model, or should ECEC always be context-specific?
4. How does access to quality ECEC differ across countries, and why?
5. Should governments fully fund early childhood education?
6. What are the risks of introducing formal assessments too early?
7. How can global approaches be adapted without losing local identity?

Religious Education in Early Years in Wales
1. Curriculum Context
· Part of the Curriculum for Wales (2022).
· RE is now included under:
Religion, Values and Ethics (RVE) within Humanities.
· Mandatory for all learners aged 3–16.

2. Key Aims of RVE in Early Years
· Develop respect, empathy, and understanding.
· Introduce children to diverse beliefs and worldviews.
· Encourage curiosity and questioning.
· Support children’s moral and spiritual development.

3. Approach in Early Years
· Experiential and play-based learning.
· Use of: Stories, Festivals, Role play
· Focus on belonging, identity, and relationships.

4. Inclusivity and Diversity
· Covers religious and non-religious worldviews.
· Promotes pluralism and avoids privileging one belief system.
· Reflects modern Welsh society.

5. Key Concepts Introduced
· Belonging
· Right and wrong
· Celebrations and traditions
· Respect for differences

6. Challenges
· Teaching complex ideas in age-appropriate ways
· Avoiding bias 
· Teacher confidence and subject knowledge
· Balancing parental beliefs and curriculum requirements

Discussion Questions
1. Should religious education be compulsory in early years?
2. How can RVE be taught in a way that allows discussion and questioning?
3. What is the role of religion in a modern, multicultural Wales?
4. How can practitioners make RVE meaningful for very young children?
5. Should non-religious worldviews be given equal emphasis? Why?
6. How can teachers handle conflicting beliefs between home and school?
7. Is RVE more about values education than religion itself?


Linking Both Topics
· How do global ECEC approaches influence how subjects like RVE are taught?
· Can play-based learning effectively support religious and ethical understanding?
· How do cultural and national values shape both ECEC and RVE?

From adult centred to child centred learning
Then children were seen as passive learners.
Education focused on obedience and discipline.
Adults decided what and how children should learn.

Now children are viewed as active, capable learners.
Emphasis on voice, choice, and individuality.
Seen in approaches like play-based learning and exploration.
From Formal Teaching to Play-Based Learning
Then: Focus on early reading, writing, and structure, learning was often rigid and teacher-led.
Now: Recognition that play is essential for development, learning is more experiential and holistic, emotional and social development valued alongside academics.
This is reflected in both global ECEC models and early years practice in Wales.

 From Single Cultural Perspective to Diversity & Inclusion
Then: Education often reflected one dominant culture or religion, limited recognition of other beliefs or identities.
Now: Strong emphasis on multiculturalism and inclusion, Children learn about different religions, cultures, and worldviews, Respect and empathy are key goals.
This is central to Religion, Values and Ethics (RVE) in Wales.

From Religious Instruction to Exploration of Beliefs
Then: Religious education often involved teaching one faith as truth (closer to indoctrination). Less focus on questioning or comparing beliefs.
Now: Focus on understanding multiple religions and non-religious views, Encourages questioning, discussion, and critical thinking, Promotes personal reflection rather than belief adoption.

From Authority to Critical Thinking
Then: Knowledge was something to accept from authority figures (teachers, religious leaders).
Now: Children are encouraged to:
· Ask questions
· Think independently
· Explore different perspectives
Even in early years, curiosity is encouraged rather than suppressed.

From Inequality to Access & Rights
Then: ECEC was not available to all children, Quality varied widely.
Now: Growing belief that early education is a right.
More focus on:
· Equity
· Inclusion
· Government responsibility
Overall, world views have shifted towards:
· Child-centred learning
· Inclusivity and diversity
· Critical thinking over indoctrination
· Holistic development
In Wales, this is clearly seen in the move to RVE, which reflects a modern, pluralistic society.
“World views have shifted from controlling what children think to supporting how children think.”
· Has the move away from traditional religious teaching gone too far?
· Can very young children genuinely engage in critical thinking?
· Are all cultures equally reflected in modern ECEC and RVE?
Why have these changes happened?
· Research on brain development and importance of early years
· Social changes (working families, gender roles)
· Children’s rights movements
· Global influence (countries learning from each other)
· Evidence that early investment improves long-term outcomes

Key Issues / Debate Points
1. Compulsory nature
· No parental withdrawal = controversial
· Debate over rights vs inclusivity
2. Age appropriateness
· Can very young children understand religion and ethics?
· Teaching must be simple, experiential, and meaningful
3. Neutrality vs influence
· Teachers must avoid bias or indoctrination
· Must remain objective and balanced

Globally, early education has shifted from controlling children’s learning to supporting their development as independent thinkers. In Wales, this is reflected in both play-based ECEC and the move from Religious Education to inclusive, critical RVE.
Contemporary world views have shifted from instructing children what to think toward supporting them in learning how to think, with an emphasis on inclusivity, critical engagement, and holistic development.
