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AIM(S)

· Examine the life and writings of the Swiss theologian Karl Barth (1886-1968).
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:

· Analyse the main features of Karl Barth’s theology;
· comment critically on the contribution of Barth in modern theology;
· produce analytical and logical arguments concerning Barth’s theology.

CONTENT

The module will include:

· An examination of the life of Barth and his contribution to modern Christian thought.
· An investigation of his early ministry (1911-18) and his commentary on the Epistle to the Romans (1919).
· A study of Barth’s first attempt at writing a systematic theology in Münster and Göttingen (1920-30), and his Church Dogmatics (1932-62).
ASSESSMENT

Coursework 50%
One essay 2500-3000 words

E.g. ‘How, when and why did Barth break with Protestant liberalism? Provide historical and biographical reasons for your view.’

 Examination 50%
Details: One paper 2 hours

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Essential

*D.D. Morgan, Karl Barth, Cyfres y Meddwl Modern, Dinbych: Gwasg Gee, 1992.

D.D. Morgan, The SPCK Introduction to Karl Barth, London: SPCK, 2010.

J. Webster, Barth: Outstanding Christian Thinker, London: Continuum, 2000.

You should also read selections from Barth’s own work, for instance:

Karl Barth, The Word of God and the Word of Man (1928), New York: Harper, 1957.

Karl Barth, Evangelical Theology; An Introduction (1961), Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1981.

Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics (1932-67), 12 volumes, Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1956-75

Selections from the above can be found in R. Erler and R. Marquand (eds), A Karl Barth Reader, Edinburgh; T & T Clark, 1998

Recommended

T. Hart, Regarding Karl Barth: Essays Towards a Reading of His Theology, Carlisle: Paternoster, 1999.

D.D. Morgan, Barth Reception in Britain, London: T & T Clark, 2010.

J. Webster (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Karl Barth, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000.

*This is for those who are following the course through the medium of Welsh
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