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                                                                                                   Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.



Within adult services, I hold a duty to understand the legislative and procedural framework relating to the safeguarding of children. Recognising signs and indicators of abuse, neglect, and exploitation is essential, as is understanding the appropriate professional response. Safeguarding is a shared, multi‑agency responsibility, and any concerns raised must be acted upon promptly (Welsh Government, 2018).

The Human Rights Act 1998 incorporates the European Convention on Human Rights into UK law. Two key rights relevant to children are the right to respect for private and family life (Article 8) and the prohibition of inhuman or degrading treatment (Article 3). Children’s rights must always be balanced with the state’s responsibility to intervene where harm is occurring or likely (O’Loughlin, 2016).

The core legislation for protecting children in Wales is the Social Services and Well‑being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBWA). Part 7 of the Act sets out the statutory safeguarding framework, and Section 130 establishes the duty on relevant partners to report a child at risk. A “child at risk” is defined as a person under eighteen who is experiencing, or is likely to experience, abuse, neglect or harm, and requires care and support. The duty for all partners, including adult social workers, to share information rapidly and notify the local authority of concerns reflects the importance of early, effective intervention (Welsh Government, 2014).

The Human Rights Act reinforces that safeguarding practice must promote and protect individual rights, with public bodies prohibited from acting incompatibly with these rights (Chisnell and Kelly, 2019). While SSWBWA 2014 provides the legal framework in Wales, principles from the Children Act 1989 continue to apply, including the requirement for a child’s welfare to be the paramount consideration. The Children Act 2004 further strengthened multi‑agency cooperation by requiring agencies to work collaboratively to protect children.

Within adult social work, I may encounter situations where children experience direct or indirect harm due to an adult’s circumstances. This creates a legal and professional obligation to share relevant information and make a safeguarding referral to children’s services. Children living with vulnerable adults may face risks linked to mental ill health, domestic abuse, or substance misuse, all of which can compromise safety. Protecting children therefore relies on effective multi‑agency working, informed decision‑making, and clear communication (Chisnell and Kelly, 2019).

The Welsh Government’s Working Together to Safeguard People guidance (2018) underpins safeguarding practice and must be embedded across all services. Alongside this, the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) form the main operational policy for safeguarding children and adults, outlining processes for reporting, responding to, and managing concerns. The accompanying Practice Guides, such as those on the Child at Risk process, exploitation, neglect, and concerns about practitioners, support consistent threshold application and professional judgement. Volume 5 of the statutory guidance clarifies practitioner responsibilities regarding information sharing, referrals, and ensuring child safety. Regionally, the CYSUR Mid & West Wales Safeguarding Board oversees local safeguarding arrangements, strengthens multi‑agency collaboration, and ensures statutory duties are met (CYSUR Mid & West Wales Safeguarding Board, n.d.).

According to the local authority’s safeguarding policy, all staff must complete safeguarding training, understand referral procedures, and act promptly when concerns arise. The policy is governed by the Safeguarding Boards (Functions and Procedures) (Wales) Regulations 2015, which require safeguarding boards to commission child practice reviews, promote learning, and reinforce multi‑agency working (Welsh Government, 2015).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work.


Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 provides the legislative foundation for safeguarding adults and children in Wales, outlining a shared duty to protect both groups. While many safeguarding processes are similar, decision‑making capacity is a key distinction between adult and child safeguarding (Webb, 2018).

My everyday practice in adult safeguarding is shaped by the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (MCA) and the Human Rights Act 1998. Although principles such as prevention, protection and partnership apply across both adult and child practice, the threshold for intervention and the underpinning legislation differ significantly (Webb, 2018).

It is also important to recognise that legislation defines adulthood differently. Under the MCA, individuals aged 16 and over can be assessed for capacity and make decisions about their care. In contrast, the Children Act 1989 defines a child as anyone under 18. While these laws operate concurrently, the Children Act takes precedence in safeguarding, placing a statutory duty on agencies to promote the welfare of all those under 18. Therefore, young people aged 16 to 17 may be considered adults for capacity purposes but are still treated as children within safeguarding procedures (Department of Health, 2007; United Kingdom, 1989; United Kingdom, 2005).

A key difference in adult safeguarding is the emphasis on capacity and choice. Adults with capacity have the right to autonomy and to make unwise decisions, provided these choices do not endanger others, including children (MCA, 2005). Autonomy is central to adult safeguarding, whereas children cannot make decisions that place them at risk; in harmful situations, their safety overrides their stated wishes (Ferguson, 2025).

Child safeguarding also requires balancing a child’s right to safety, parental responsibility, and the state’s duty to act in the child’s best interests (Chisnell and Kelly, 2019). While Gillick Competence recognises that some children can make informed decisions, the paramountcy principle in the Children Act 1989 ensures that their safety remains the overriding concern (Ferguson, 2025).

In addition, the assessment processes also differ. Children’s safeguarding involves exploring wider family networks, parenting capacity and home conditions. In contrast, adult safeguarding assessments focus on the individual and aim to reduce risk while supporting independence (Kelly and Chisnell, 2019). Safeguarding responses also vary in urgency. For children, intervention is often immediate due to the potential long‑term developmental impact of harm. Adult safeguarding may allow more time for planning and consideration of the least restrictive options (Welsh Government, 2018).

In conclusion, while safeguarding is a shared professional responsibility, adults and children require different approaches. Adult safeguarding prioritises autonomy, whereas children’s safeguarding prioritises protection. Both approaches are essential and shaped by an individual’s vulnerability, developmental stage and legal status (Koubel, 2016).
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