 P5: Critically engage with one scholarly viewpoint relevant to your essay.
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Within my main source of reference, an article by Amit Pinchevski titled: Displacing Incommunicability: Autism as an Epistemological Boundary. Psychiatrist - Eugen Bleuler, states that he was assessing an autistic child named victor who looked to be around 12 years old (p. 164-165). Personally, I don’t see how it’s relevant or suitable to be used as a form of assessment for a diagnosis in this case, as Victor was a child that had lived alone in the wild and was never taught to speak. Therefore, can he really be used as a benchmark to see if communication can be developed within autism spectrum disorder? Bleuler stated that victor was a “Feral” child, known as the “wild boy of Aveyron”, who was found wandering around a forest naked in the winter of 1800 (pp. 164-165). An Autistic child requires certain support and needs, which Victor apparently had never received. It was mentioned that the child when found, seemed to be withdrawn from reality itself and was described as being incapable of communication, irresponsive and unable to explain and/or understand who he was (pp.164-165). He displayed a total lack of identity. The child was, therefore, completely incapable of describing and understanding anything. This child “Victor” was clearly very withdrawn from reality and had severe difficulty understanding anything. I criticize Amit Pinchesvki for picking this child as an example for his study of potential for communication development. Bleuer goes on to give accounts of more “normal” cases of autistic children, who lived with their parents, which provided a sense of support. Some of those children did develop in their communication with the correct support and surroundings. However, Victor cannot be compared to them because of his background. Additionally, he was about 12 years old, which is potentially a bit to old to start developing communication to begin with, instead of improving communication. Victor is behind on quite a big chunk of development in communication, social interaction and general knowledge. Therefore he is not really suitable to gauge whether communication can be developed.
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