Llanllyr site Journal
Day one
I brought a trowel and a bottle of water in a bag to the excavation this day. I ate my lunch beforehand. I got hungry so I will bring lunch in a thermos the next day. My friend will gave me an extra journal to work with. 
The road leading into the site began to become rockier, showing more rural qualities like less road maintenance. There were lakes and marshes leading up to the beginning of the valley. The valley was a large basin covered in fields separated by hedges and fences. The site itself was on a farm, a short walk from the main parts. 
We were told what to look for and where we were digging. There were visible mounds that in the past would be islands. This was a lake in the ice age. There were visible ½ meter rises in the earth with less juncus about. Juncus is a plant that grows in moisture, so one can infer which area has more moisture and less elevation—more likely to be a lake in the past—by the level of juncus. Therefore, the small islands in the lake can be found where there is minimal juncus. The exact type of plant is called juncus effusus. 1
Everyone was split into groups of 4. My group consisted of me, Will, Megan, and Paula (last names unknown). We were given a plot to dig trench #23. The trench was to be 6 meters long and 2 meters wide. We used the Pythagorean theorem to calculate the right angles and used tape measurers to get the lengths. We put nails in the ground in the corners and then put string around them. 
[image: ]
We began by using spades to carve out the perimeter of the trench. We then cut small blocks of grass and dirt and stacked them on a tarp, these will be placed back into the ground after the excavation. 
[image: ]
The finds of today are many and varied. Various potteries and slag were found; Melted nails and iron were also found. This looks like the site was a dump site for some find of crafting. This was all found in the first layer while deturfing. Deturfing was not finished as there were tough to get through shrubs and the spades on hand were not sharp enough, however acquired a spade sharp enough and have began making steady progress through them. About 70% finished
[image: ]End of day progress
Day 2
I brought a thermal flask filled with spaghetti and sausages, my trowel, and a bottle of water in my bag. I forgot to bring a fork, so I had to eat my spaghetti with my hands. Also brought the journal. 
We finished the rest of the deturfing with the spades. We then began with the mattocks to break up the soil, but Will found flint near the surface, so the site director told us to hand trowel everything as to not lose anything. 
[image: ][image: ]Hand trowelling Mattock

The findings in the trench today were some pottery pieces, less slag, a couple more nails, half of a horseshoe, and 5 flint fragments. Among the 5 fragments, 3 were found in a similar position, and 2 were found in the spoil (while sifting) of buckets that came from roughly 3-4 meters length from point zero, but the width is unknown. 
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The group learned how to use a dumpy level to survey the elevation of the flints found. Personally had enjoyment from using the tool. 
Day 3
Brought a thermal flask and fork, trowel, and comic book to read during break. Nothing was forgotten this time. 
The day did not yield much visible progress. 2 belonging to the group working on our trench (Paula and Julia) were not present today so progress was reasonably slower. All work done was hand trowelling the soil to try and level it down. 
We took the dumpy meter to figure out the elevations of the corners of the trench, as well as updated the levels of the flint fragments we found as a new measurement above sea level was found and benchmarked. 
Some pottery and a lot of nails were found, as well as 2 more flint fragments. Measures of height and position were also recorded for them. 
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Day 4
Brought the same things as the day before. 
Not much was visibly done to the trench today, as we were still trowelling the surface for flint. I found a flint myself, which is a first. 
[image: ]
I wondered about whether the flint found was a scatter pattern or not, and if it was, where would the person have stood while working. The finds in the bottom right of the plan were smaller but closer, while when you get further away, the finds are larger. 
[add a picture nick]
Today’s findings included 3 pieces of flint, some pottery, and some nails. 
Day 5
I wasn’t feeling well so I didn’t go in today. 
Day 6
Continued trowelling. 
Saw the other trenches far to the southeast of where trench 23 was. The trenches are on the edge of what was once the lake. Learned about the peat found in the samples taken of the lake. 
[image: ]
The first trench was placed because of a tree found earlier. This trench found evidence of a structure dug in the iron age, found through radiocarbon samples of a layer in the soil.  
Day 7
In the first hour we found 3 pieces of flint, each was found by a different group member. 
Not much else was found this day, besides numerous nails. 
We watched someone take a sample of the core of a tree on site. This is for dendrochronology, where the tree will be dated and all sorts of things will be learned from it. The process involves a specialized drill-like tool called an increment borer. [image: ][image: ]
The borer is hand drilled into the tree and then removed to bring the core out. 
We filled out 2 context sheets for the layers of context we have been in, the turf and 230001. 
I learnt the techniques for finding the composite of the soil: If it feels gritty when rubbing between fingers it has sand, when it clumps together when squeezed it has clay, and when you get it wet and it stains your hand it has silt. 
The soil in the contexts we checked had clay and silt but no sand. 
Day 8- 
Our trench discussed where the man napping could have been and the position of the finds. We suspect that the flint was raised in the ground by worms over time, as at the same level we were finding pottery and nails, things that were obviously not around during the Mesolithic era. Some pieces were found directly above clay deposits, making it less likely that worms could have moved the flint through the soil vertically, but it was pointed out by the site manager that the flint could have been inside the clay and brought out by the worms over time. 
A couple pieces of flint were found today in the trench, some pottery and some nails. 
Day 9
We discussed how the skills learned on the excavation couldn’t be taught in a classroom. Most things could be said in a classroom, but the hands-on experience has taught me far better and faster. The trowelling techniques, spotting finds, using a dumpy level, all I have learned in days compared to the time it probably would’ve without any practical experience. 
Another thing we discussed is the attachment I have to the trench. This is my first trench. I have found finds dating thousands of years back. I harbour great feelings for my trench. It must be a feeling that people feel for the first in any field. 
Day 10
This was the final day of the students excavating. The excavation will keep going for a time after this, as the trench my group as working on was not filled by us. That specific trench would be kept open because of its multitude of finds. 
One thing the trench has been discussing is the amount of horse related items found in the trench. 
[image: ]
As seen in the bottom tray of the image, half a horseshoe, a stirrup, and some leather was found. This led to an in-joke that a horse was buried here, but it also brings up the idea that we wouldn’t know if one was, as bones are dissolved in the high pH soil in Wales. 2
When the excavation began, I did not realize how excited I would get over flint, but over the course of the 10 days, I became very invested in finding and theorizing about the flint. The scatter patterns are quite clear with the tags of where exactly we found everything. 
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