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Introduction
I am writing a field report on a visit to a well-known town in South Wales, called Blaenavon. Blaenavon was known for mining coal and the production of iron, the town homed 12,000 coal miners and iron workers at its peak. The production of iron and mining of coal put Blaenavon on the map, and to mark this The Big Pit, and Blaenavon Ironworks have been named a National Heritage site. We have guide with us called Ruth who is very informative, and is up to date on the history of the Welsh village.

Iron works
On arrival we were informed that the visit to the ironworks had been cancelled as the caretaker had fallen ill and was not able to grant us access to have a look around.  This has now been rescheduled for a future date. However, we could see some of the ironworks from the roadside.  As the ironworks was closed we went with Ruth into the town for a look around and to learn about life in Blaenavon.

St Peters church
[image: Image result for st peters church blaenavon]We stopped at St Peter church on the way into the Town. St Peters is a very unique church, there are features here that reflect what was going on in Blaenavon in 1804, when the church was built by Samuel Hopkins and his business partner Thomas Hill of Dennis. Ruth explains that the church is unique as the door, window ledges and balcony are all made from iron, this is because Samuel and Thomas were ironmasters.  There are also five iron topped tombs in the graveyard, one of which is the grave of Samuel. Ruth mentions that there are several churches in Blaenavon, all the ironworker and miners would attend church to worship, not only for the religious side of things but as this was possibly one of the only forms of socialisation the workers would get as they were working long hours throughout the week. There are so many as the population of Blaenavon in its peak was 12,000 people , however not all of these had the same religious believes there for more churches where built to satisfy the need of the workers and their families.
Blaenavon Workingmen’s Hall
[image: Image result for blaenavon working men's hall]We were greeted by our guide when we reached the workingmen’s hall Karl. Karl took us around the hall and explained some of the history behind the hall, the hall was funded by the ironworkers, they paid half a penny a week towards the hall, which back then was a lot of money. The hall was made up of a museum holding memorabilia, and artefacts of the history and people of Blaenavon, a theatre, a snooker room, and a cinema.  There is also a room full of original items belonging to Alexander Cordell an author from Blaenavon, his original typewriter, table jacket and books can be seen on display on the staircase there were several photos of Blaenavon in its bloom during the industrial revolution. Karl’s dad himself worked in the mines at the age of thirteen, which was surprising, however children as young as six worked down in the Big Pit. The hall a big part of Blaenavon’s past and has now been registered as a listed building. 

Heritage Centre
The heritage centre was very informative giving dates of all the key points of Blaenavon, and maps of the ironworks and mine areas, also showing how the coal was transported to the canal to be transported to the coast and exported.  There was also a video display that showed the process of making iron and explained that Blaenavon was an ideal location for the ironworks as coke was used in the blast furnaces available in the landscape throughout Blaenavon. Coke is a bi product of coal which was extremely handy as the big pit is located nearby. Because of the landscape however transportation was tricky so they dug tunnels to save time. This is some of the information that was revealed by the video display.

The Big Pit
[image: Image result for big pit]On arrival to the Big Pit the first thing to catch my eye was the huge wheel high up in the air, this being used as a lift to lower the miners and coal down the mine and up again. The mechanical thinking that must have gone into the design and functioning of the lift was amazing, and to see the big wheels still turning 38 years after closure.  Unfortunately, when we went into the museum area to find that there was a technical error so we would not be able to go down into the mine and experience the working conditions and environment that our older relatives would have worked in. 
	Whilst walking around Big Pit we met a gentleman call Bob when asked for his name we were advised to call him uncle Bob. Bob was very informative having worked in Big Pit before its closure in 1980. Bob advised that back in the day children as young as seven would work down the mines, having nothing but a candle to take down with them, there were no toilets. Children would oversee opening and closing the gates so that the trams could pass through, however the children would be tied to the gates in case their candle went out so that would still be able to operate them effectively. There were rats and the conditions were appalling for children of that age. Bob also advised that during mining a canary would be taken down the mines to detect gas, if the canary died or stopped singing this was an indicator that gas was present and mining would stop immediately. 
	From my visit to Blaenavon I am intrigued to find out more and will be returning with my family at a future date to investigate further.  I learnt that ironworkers earned tally money to be spent in tally shops owned by ironmasters, that children worked in appalling condition, and that mining and the ironworks put Blaenavon and Wales on the map.
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