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A rally co-driver must be fully aware of all the rules of each race. Failure to do so, may lead to being excluded from an event, which means 0 points gained and money the team has wasted on entry.
) (
An Example of pacenotes. Photo Courtesy of SKODA Storyboard
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Photo of a Rally Driver with his Co-Driver Photo Courtesy of CameraCourage
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Mechanical Awareness
While uncommon, some co-drivers can assist with basic mechanical tasks or troubleshooting if the car encounters an issue during a
 
race.
)BSc Motorsport Engineering
 (
Introduction
In rallying, the co-driver, also known as the navigator or the co-pilot, plays a crucial role in supporting the driver throughout a race.
Navigating
The primary responsibility of the co-driver is to provide accurate navigational instructions to the driver. This includes calling out turns, junctions and other hazards based on their pace notes or route instructions provided pre-race.
Reading Pacenotes
Co-drivers create detailed pacenotes during slowed down runs prior to the race. They contain information about terrain, corners, jumps, bumps, and any potential hazards. During the race the co-driver reads these out aloud to guide the driver though each stage.
Timing
Co-Drivers are responsible for timing various sections of the race, including stage times and 
overall rally timing. This can help the team understand performance and are able to create strategies accordingly.
Communication
Communication between driver and co-driver is crucial for success in rallying. The co-driver must 
relay information clearly, keeping the driver informed about the upcoming 
challenges on the course.
)
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Timing Equipment a Co-Driver Uses to Record Times
 Photo Courtesy of SKODA Motorsport
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Notable Co-drivers include:
Daniel Elena – Sebastian Loeb
’
s co-driver
Jean Todt – Guy 
Fréquelin
’s 
co
-driver
Luis Mo
y
a – Carlos Sainz Sr’s co-driver
Christ
ian 
Geistdörfer
 – Walter 
Röhrl
’s co-driver
)
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Photo of a Car from The Paris-Dakar rally Photo Courtesy of RedBull Motorsport
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