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I have chosen to explore Ethiopia as my majority world country, looking at how the education system functions in such a low-income country. In this essay I will explore Ethiopia and education in general, looking at the barriers to education as considering we are in the 21st century, there are still so many children that still do not attend school. I will look at the term ‘Global Citizens’ and what this means for children and discuss the 17 Sustainable Development Goals which are the targets to be achieved in challenging economic and environmental problems. I will throw some light on Comic Relief and explain where it originated from and also the challenges that teachers within Ethiopia face even within the 21st century. I will discuss the term ‘white saviours’ and whether this should be happening and also look at the Sustainable Development Goals,  

Ethiopia is a majority world country and is situated in Africa. It is the second largest country in terms of population, its capital is Addis Ababa and has a total area of 1,104,300 sq km (BBC News, 2024). Ethiopia maintained its independence along with Liberia but was never colonised apart from a period of 5 years from 1936 to 1941 by Italy (Boddy-Evans, 2024) and as of 2025 the population is 132 million and despite the economic growth in recent years it still remains one of the poorest countries of the world (Worldometers, 2025). It was at the Battle of Adwa that Ethiopia resisted colonisation after they opposed the invasion of Italy in 1896 to become an independent state (Pearce, 2024). Its weather can differ from one region to another with its slopes and elevations making the temperatures alter. The humidity impacts local climate and its main religions are Islam and Christianity (Pearce, 2024).   

The main language spoken in Ethiopia is Amharic as well as other languages including Oromo, Tigrinya, Somali and Afar. The education system is considerably less than satisfactory and only 60% of children are enrolled on the education system despite it being free. There are many barriers to education in Ethiopia making it extremely difficult to attend school for many reasons, even though all children have a right to and should have access to education (Boyle, 2016). 

Education in Ethiopia can prove quite challenging with numerous barriers for what should be a natural progression for children as they grow. They should be able to access good quality education anywhere in the world but unfortunately this isn’t the case. Some of the barriers and problems include:
Resources within a low-income country within the school are extremely limited making it difficult for children to access and take advantage of the full curriculum.   While large class sizes can make it difficult for children to stay on task with less teacher support and in addition to classroom management, this can prove quite arduous ensuring the children’s behaviour is acceptable while teaching so many children.

Early marriage is a problem where girls are married off early to improve the economic status of the family, especially in rural areas. Occasionally a number of girls can be married as young as 9 which means they fail to benefit from their education at all (Hoot, 2004). 

Teachers benefit from specified training and professional development. As we are aware educational staff require regular training in providing them to gain the knowledge and skills to pass that on to the children within their class. This is lacking extensively but is so important to keep up with current trends and to steer the children towards a better outcome.

The journey to school can prove arduous and extremely difficult especially for girls. Families with girls living in rural areas find the journey to school a major barrier and in some cases, girls have to move away from their families, closer to their schools to ensure their education is not affected but some find this extremely stressful and become quite anxious. The threat of rape, sexual harassment, early marriage and abduction increases while the child is living away from their families. The possibility could be a building that could house the girls all together, so they felt safe within a supported environment. But this costs money, and some families do not have the resources for their child to live in accommodation away from home. This would be another outgoing to pay which some families do not have and again the girls would lose out on their education.

Girls must engage in household chores within the home more than their male siblings. Once the girls have completed their chores, quite often they are late for school or are too tired to concentrate within their lessons and do not absorb any of the information that is being taught, Quite often, it can be families that live in poverty that must utilise the girls in the family to undertake these chores and this will affect their education. One solution to this could be that if boys could support their sisters and help out with some of the chores by taking the pressure off but some boys have their own ‘job’ to undertake so maybe this would not be possible in some cases (Gondar, 2014).

Ethiopia was placed on the map many years ago highlighting the plight of girls doing their chores when Comic Relief was introduced. It is a national charity and was launched in 1988 to celebrate Red Nose Day within the United Kingdom. It takes place on an annual basis while being silly, wearing a red nose and raising money for these low-income countries. It was founded by comedian Lenny Henry and screen writer Richard Curtis to predominately support the famine in Ethiopia and also aims to raise funds and awareness to poverty stricken and disadvantaged areas around the world. In the very beginning the program was televised from Ethiopia to show the rest of the world the hardship they faced at that time and raised a total of 15 million (Marsh, 2023). Since then, many celebrities have visited schools in Ethiopia and other areas of Africa to see where some of the money raised has been spent. But why is it celebrities that always go to these places? Why is it not any ‘normal’ individual? The perception is that celebrities gain more attention than if it was you or me! This is sad but true, but the reality is, the children from Ethiopia and Africa can actually speak for themselves and tell their own story without the need of a celebrity so why does this happen? What is the need for a celebrity to front a campaign like this? 

Paulo Freire (2018) suggests and believes that including a celebrity in this way is false, and they use it to their advantage and nothing else. This is conflicting in what is believed to happen, and the celebrity feels compassionate about helping but maybe this is not the case. However, the oppressed have that feeling of gratitude towards the celebrity highlighting their plight and do not see this as anything else (Renkurt, 2022).

Furthermore, the celebrities or the ‘white saviours’ as they are known are seen as the heroes and the focus is on them doing good, but this actually takes away from the plight of the individual/s that they are trying to help which is not the message trying to be conveyed. Also, superiority emanates from the white saviour as they believe they are in charge and the individual would be nothing without them. This attitude destroys the whole concept and the support being offered (Clarke, 2024).     

A child’s education is critical to their development in general. It assists with life skills and sets them up with those skills ready for their working life, improves self-esteem, encourages brain development, provides stability, offers job opportunities, enhances their critical thinking skills, creativity and emotional intelligence (Cambridge online Tuition, 2023). Statistics show by Unesco that in 2023, “one in five African children did not complete primary school” which is 26 million children who still haven’t received the best education they can, to perform at their best as they develop into a teenager and then into adulthood (Global Education Monitiring Report Team, Association for the Development of Education in Africa, African Union, 2024). 

Urie Bronfenbrenner’s (1979) theory suggested that the environment the child is within is vital is shaping their development and growth. It also suggests that certain relationships are also factors in healthy development. Good relationships with parents, teachers and peers are essential and positive in supporting health and well-being. This theory is crucial and supports the child in attending school, learning and making good relationships with their peers. Unfortunately, as discussed, some children do not attend school and therefore don’t benefit from experiencing positive relationships (Brodie, 2025). 

There are many hurdles and barriers to teaching within the education system which does not make it manageable for the teachers that are battling the system. Teachers in the United Kingdom battle to a certain degree, especially at the moment with the lack of resources and limited staff but in a majority world country, the struggles are so much more prominent. There are extremely large class sizes for one teacher to manage with the possibility of no support.

The UNCRC – United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child was created in 1989 looking at Human Rights in protecting the rights of children around the world. Articles 28 and 29 in particular state that all children have the right to an education (Unicef, 1989) and focus solely on the child to ensure wherever they live in the world they will have the same rights as anyone else. Attention is particularly made to:
· Ensure all children are treated fairly and equality is always key 
· Respect for all cultural identity and religion
· Instil discipline in schools
· Understand all ethnic groups 
(Unicef, 1989)
In addition to both article 28 and 29 there are 4 main principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child which focusses on children in general terms giving consideration for other issues that affect them not just education and more of an umbrella outlook. These are:
Non-discrimination is where children should be able to enjoy their rights free from any discrimination regardless of their race, sex, religion, language, colour, ethnic background or disability.  
Best interests of the child are imperative when the children are young and vulnerable, it is the parent/guardian’s responsibility to ensure that the children receive the best care in every aspect.
The right to survival and development. Every child has the right to live free from harm and be able to live with support to survive and develop. This includes all children anywhere in the world. 
This principle also connects with Abraham Maslow’s (1908–1970) Hierarchy of Needs Pyramid, where the very bottom of the pyramid relates to a child’s physiological needs with water, food and sleep being essential for survival and moving up the pyramid - safety, love and belonging and self-esteem needed for the child’s development as they grow (Lester, 2013). 
It is imperative that the views of the child is taken into account and each and every child is listened to, enabling them to have a voice. Dependent on their age and maturity is to what extent they will be able to contribute but, in the meantime, parents will contribute on their behalf. This will assist them to make good choices for the benefit of the child (Childrens Rights in Wales , ND). 

Global citizens, what does this mean and what can we do to address the problems? How can we become global citizens in Ethiopia? The main actions that have been taken in Ethiopia are 1) To defeat poverty 2) Demand equity 3) Defend the planet. Everyone should be aware of their environment and the importance of being empathetic with the knowledge that what we achieve and execute within our lives has a profound effect on the world around us (Mlaba, 2021). Being a global citizen is about education and working with others for the benefit of others in understanding environmental and cultural issues all around the world. Children and young people can make changes now to make a difference in the future (Oxfam, 2025). Children are also encouraged to have a ‘voice’ where they are inspired to express their views as an individual and human being (Unicef, 1989) Article 12. 

[bookmark: _Hlk191842523]The Sustainable Development Goals are a list of 17 goals created at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development by 193 countries that signed up to them in 2015. These goals were created to address the challenges that we face through environmental and economic problems in creating a more sustainable future for all by 2030. It encourages children and young people to think about these goals and the wider world around them and to take action to tackle them in making the world a better place. There is a lot of ownership of these goals on young people we must educate everyone so we are able to tackle the problems together ensuring a stronger, more powerful effect. These goals relate to subjects all around the world and many in particular to a low income country like Ethiopia where education is less than average. People are living in poverty with their housing arrangements below standard, they do not have access to clean water, they are hungry on a daily basis and therefore become ill, which effects their health and well-being. Some of the goals that are included in the agreement are as follows and how Ethiopia is tackling them:

Climate Action – Climate change has huge impacts on all aspects of life, no more so than Ethiopia’s education system. Floods and then droughts disrupt the children’s education and flood schools, resulting in children not being able to attend. Unicef and imagine1day have joined forces to provide opportunities in makeshift buildings to ensure the children receive the education they deserve (Bizuwerk, ND).  

Zero hunger – there are many challenges still facing the people of Ethiopia and hunger and poverty are just two. With great effort this can be improved so this is not so much of a problem. Ethiopia Zero Poverty and Hunger Strategic Review will tackle the problems with concerted efforts and highlight the progress made (Chuma, 2018).

Gender Equality – Unicef and the Government offer training for girls so they can be role models within education in showing others that they can become teachers too. Only 2.1% of girls complete their education and by offering this training this figure can change as they have the right to attend school just as much as the boys (Westfall, 2018).

Clean Water and Sanitation – Only half the population of Ethiopia has clean water. If there is no access to clean water and sanitation people will become ill. WaterAid has developed this strategy to ensure that Ethiopia has clean water everywhere to ensure the population stay safe (Water Aid, 2021).  

The remaining goals are:

Good health and Well-being
Affordable and Clean Energy
Decent Work and Economic Growth
Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
Reduced Inequalities
Sustainable Cities and Communities
Responsible Consumption and Production
Life Below Water
Life on Land
Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
Partnerships for the Goals
(Oxfam, 2025)

The education system in Ethiopia is not at its best and can be so much better with many improvements put in place. However, it is extremely difficult to work with the situation that we have. Ultimately, Ethiopia is a majority world country with many barriers in its way. The United Nations anticipates that the 17 Sustainable Development Goals will be put in place by 2030 to improve poverty, clean water, better education but in reality, this is not going to be achieved. We can all do our best to support this by being Global Citizens and doing what we can to be mindful of the rest of the world but I believe children are still going to be walking two hours to school to reach their local school as there is nothing nearer. This is mainly because the area is so rural and not enough children to make it viable in building more schools. 

Funds are extremely sparce and many children do not attend school. They are needed to help out at home instead or they are married off young and miss the opportunity. But why is it that the girls do not go to school? They help out on the farm to feed the animals plus other tasks, but why should it be the females that stay behind? The boys should have a role on the farm as well because they are both worthy (males and females) of an education to enable them to have a career and bring home money for the family. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child states in article 28 that all children have a right to an education but sadly this isn’t the case with one in five African children not finishing school. Some of them do not go to school so do not have any social skills or the outlook for them is not great and maybe will continue to just work the farm. This is very despondent, but I envisage they do not know any different and will just be as happy as any other child their age as this is all they know. Just like their parents have done and their grandparents have done also (Unicef, 1989).       
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