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2.
This paper begins by the exploration in to three major theorist, Les Vygotsky, B.F. Skinner and Bruner, we shall be comparing and connecting the influential theorists effects into how they developed and supported an all inclusive and sustainable teaching and learning environment for future generations, Lastly I shall be reflecting on how how these theories have impacted education for the future of staff and children. Les Vygotsky (1896 – 1943) was a Russian Psychologist who was interested by the way teachers think about learning and educating, Vygotsky believed that social interaction plays a serious part in a child’s education and learning. (mind, 2020) Vygotsky presented an idea called the zone of proximal development (ZPD) there are three areas of (ZPD) The level of potential development, zone of proximal development and the level of actual development.  Vygotsky believed that the zone of proximal development was the space between the actual development stage as determined by independent problem solving and the stage of possible development as determined through problem-solving under pier guidance or in collaboration with more capable peers. (discoveres, 2020) Vygotsky viewed social constructivism as key and this is used in educational settings formed.  For example, experiential learning environments, Emotional literacy support assistant (ELSA), 1:1 session and small group learning environments. All these examples open a broader and more social concept of learning for children using assessment and scaffolding every child is different and using the (ZPD) approach supports all children and gives them the tools they need to grow and learns in a positive educational setting. In 2022 the welsh government will be changing its current curriculum to develop learners towards the four purposes to build ambitious and capable learners ready to learn throughout their whole lives, to build confident, creative and ethical human beings who lead healthy and fulfilled lives as valued member of society (government, 2020) The new curriculum of 2022 works alongside Vygotsky’s theories of sociocultural theory through experiential learning  , the new curriculum proves that Vygotsky’s historical thinking is still having a positive impact on the development towards the future curriculum. 



3.
Learning in a positive environment meant a lot to B.F.Skinner 1904 – 1990 he was an American Psychologist who believed that for children to learn in a stable environment using positive reinforcements played a more effective difference in changing a person’s behaviour. He believed that looking at the triggers of an act and its consequence was the greatest way to understand behaviour. He termed this approach, which looked at the effects of the behaviour, operant conditioning.  (discoverers, 2020) Operant conditioning and respondent conditioning are two different types of behaviour. 	B.F.Skinner believed that respondent behaviour was through our reflexes and happens automatically, for example when a loud noise makes you jump operant behaviours require a person’s conscious control, some may occur spontaneously or purposely, skinner believed a person’s actions played a major part in their environment  (discoverers, 2020) Skinners box was an experiment using a rat, he discovered that negative reinforcement strengthened behaviour, he placed an electric current in the box and when the rat knocked it by accident it soon learned that by tapping the leaver the current would stop (Grace, 2020) he then discovered that by putting a treat in its place it then led the rat to use the lever with a more positive outcome, for the rat, hence negative and positive reinforcements.  Comparing B.F.Skinner and the education setting  is vast and still used today on a monumental level.  Using positive reinforcements instead of negative creates for a more confident platform for a child to learn, for example reward charts, positive language, star of the week, telling a joyful story, 1:1 intervention, nurture classes, Physical education.  B.F.Skinner and Vygotsky theories connect on this level, interventions to support behaviour and social constructivism go hand in hand for a child to learn for example, if a child has a negative experience they can close off from society, without a willing to learn, experiential learning interventions for behaviour and social learning processes cannot happen.  The Welsh Government has a policy for teachers called (Practical approaches to behaviour management in the classroom July 2012), paragraph one of the introductions says that Promoting effective learning and teaching is paramount to the Welsh Government ‘s agenda. Key to attaining effective learning and teaching is guaranteeing that class teachers have the necessary skills to approach their teaching in ways that reduce the likelihood of children behaving badly. (government, 2012) 

4. 
Without policy and procedure supporting structural learning like the new curriculum of 2022 Estyn inspections and Behavioural policies in school, Vygotsky’s and B.F.Skinners theories would not be able to work in an educational setting.  Policy and procedures play a key principle role for the children and staff to be protected and to learn in a safe environment. This is key for all elements to work together.  Jerome Bruner 1915 - 2016  was an American psychologist who made very important influences into the to human cognitive mind of psychology, he came up with the theory of the spiral curriculum (discoverers, 2020) The spiral curriculum is based on using scaffolding in order to  structure activities based on children knowledge, there were three stages where children can change their experiences into a learning and theory which are 1. enactment, where children learn thorough play 2. Iconic, where children learn through imagery and memory, 3.  The symbolic stage, where children understand abstract language and reason. The role of the teacher using the spiral curriculum theory is to enrol the child into a deeper understanding of the subject, for example fireworks. In nursery you can learn that fireworks have colour, loud noises, and if you touch a sparkler in can burn, key stage 2, Guy Fawkes and  the gunpowder plot, Key stage 3 Guy Fawkes also known as Guido Fawkes fought for the provincial English Catholics, only to fail in the attempt to blow up the house of parliament in 1605.  This idea reinforces Bruner’s concept of the spiral curriculum – structuring information to firstly teach complex ideas in a basic method, and then later re-visiting them and looking at them at a more difficult level. (discoverers, 2020) Bruner ‘s learning theory and education goes hand in hand is used in educational settings Vygotsky and Bruner both used scaffolding in their theories and understood the importance of the child’s environment especially their social environment and both approve that adults should participate in children’s education (Phycology, 2019) Bruner’s theories when linked in schools are also used via assessment and intervention such as, Read Write Ink, where children are assessed and put into groups, usually higher ability and lower ability can be mixed as the higher abilities can help the lower abilities.  Everyone works in an inclusive environment and is not secluded into academic groups where self-esteem can be affected.  

5.
Programme Of Phoneme Awareness training (Popat) can support speech and language and is set out into different stages of development, when a child learns they move up a stage, all staff get training in this by a speech and language therapist (SALT) connected to this intervention when we get training is speech and language, this is all supported online is assessment based and plans and feedback can be communicated  between the SALT and staff efficiently, used professionally and effectively means that if we have any concerns for a child’s learning we can pass any information on quicky so no child can slip through the net and miss out on progressing on their educational journey.  Alternatively we also have Individual learning plans called an (ILP) if any child needs extra support, or if a child has a Specific learning disorders (SPld)  Additional learning needs (ALN) plans and interventions or a 1:1 support will be put in place. our Special Needs Co Ordinator (SENCO) will oversee all plans and take part in meetings with Parents/carers, and any outside agency to ensure all children get to learn in an inclusive rich environment. All these examples make firm connections with Bruner’s scaffolding theory and are still used today.
This assignment critically examines the differences between each theorist and the differences they have made in education setting dating back from the 19th century and still commencing through the 20th century, education is always evolving and growing. These theorists theories have made a huge impact for staff and children in giving structure to support social learning, building on constructivism and to support behaviourism, we have a long way to go in dealing with behaviour, mental health and adapting to the new 2022 curriculum.  What I have leaned is that training is vital for staff to use interventions effectively and to become the more knowledgeable one MKO, without the correct training whether it be behaviour in order to protect yourself, or intervention based to help a child grow, I believe it is at great importance that ALL children have the right a to a better life.  United nations convention of the rights of the child states in article 27 that  States Parties recognize the right of every child to a standard of living adequate for the child’s physical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development (child, 1989).
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