Early Cyclades: The World's First Maritime Culture?

Today we are going to look at a 15-minute extract from a lecture by Colin Renfrew about Early Cycladic seafaring. I would like you to consider and discuss the following in small groups of three to five:
1. What are the different types of boat representations?
a. What was the significance of these representations?
b. Why did the EC islanders feel the need to create these images and why the different choice of media?
2. Renfrew defines the EBA in the Cyclades as a period of an International Spirit. What does he mean by this? What evidence does he use to support this?
3. Renfrew identifies Dhaskalio Kavos as a sanctuary/religious site. What evidence is he drawing upon? Do you agree with him?
4. Why were the figurines and other finds from the site deliberately broken?
5. Marble figurines: what are these telling us about the communities that created them? What specific details are you drawing upon?
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