Ways of Thinking  									H Kupracz

1. Identify and discuss two art movements and evaluate through their differences
and similarities the worldviews and principles they propose.

Surrealism was a literary and artistic movement that proposed a liberation of thought through the interaction with the unconscious mind. Whilst surrealism proposed principles that challenged the boundaries of rationalism, Dadaism was anarchistic, rebelling against the conventional and mocking the practices of art itself, emphasizing the absurd and irrational. The Dada movement paved the way for surrealism, thus both movements were significant in the motivation of artists to challenge traditional notions of meaning and expression. 

Dadaism
Artistic principles
Dada movement created conceptual art that emphasized the absurd. Made from found objects, nonsensical, spontaneous. Drew upon Cubism and Futurism. Hugo Ball in 1916 started a satirical night-club in Zurich named the “Cabaret Voltaire”. Marcel Duchamp was a French sculptor and was one of the first artists to be associated with the Dada. In the early 1910s, he presented prefabricated, mass-produced objects exhibited in a gallery as art, in order to question the elitist nature of art itself.
Artists: 
- Raoul Hausmann
- Francis Picabia
-  Hannah Hoch
- Hugo Ball
- Man Ray
- Marcel Duchamp
Worldviews:
Rebelling against conventions allowed for institutional critiques. Nihilism philosophy. impact on avant-garde art in Europe. Comment on the subjectivity of art due to the nature of mediations and thus the impact of art exposed to large audiences. 
Literature to mention: 
- Ways of Seeing John Berger
- Nihilistic philosophy?


Surrealism
Artistic principles:
Surrealist art often falls between the two extremes. One extreme, which was used by Arp, is where the viewer is confronted with usually biomorphic images, that are suggestive but indefinite. This would encourage unconscious associations to arise, causing an open-ended investigative process. The other extreme, which was used by Ernst, is named absolute surrealism. This is when the viewer is confronted by an artwork that is completely and clearly depicted, but that makes no rational sense. They are fully recognisable, realistically painted images, which have been removed from their normal contexts, and therefore often present an ambiguous and paradoxical tone. This aims to provoke a sympathetic response in the viewer, encouraging an acknowledgement of the irrational and logically inexplicable.
Artists: 
 - Claude Cahun (French photographer, sculptor, writer; gender) 
- Wilfredo Lam (Cuban painter – giving cubist social injustice, re-birth, spirituality)
- Lee Miller (photographer)
- Dora Maar (French poet, photographer, painter, - link to Picasso)
- Francis bacon 
Worldviews:
Interest in self-reflection. Alternative perspective. Focusing attention on the subconscious as an act of specialised awareness, where the mind is in a stream of undefined thought that is somehow comforting.
Literature to mention: 
- The Creative Act by Rick Ruben
- The book on The Taboo Against Knowing Who You Are – Alan Watts
- Out of Your Mind – Alan Watts
- Minotaur: surrealist magazine
- dream studies of Sigmund Freud (1856–1939) (judge reliability)
- Franz Kafka?
- Zen Buddhism. 
