SJIE5003 Social Inclusion in Practice
The term 'Social Exclusion' arose in France in the 1970s and was used to describe the conditions of particular groups of people in society excluded due to disability, people who were not citizens of the state, for example, asylum seekers, travellers, also children with SEN, and families living in severe poverty. The Labour party came into power in 1979 and set up a Social Exclusion Task Force to tackle social exclusion to ensure inclusion, (Pierson, 2010). The definition of inclusion is to ensure that children are accepted within their communities and society regardless of abilities, disabilities, health care needs and financial status. It is their right to feel equal, respected and valued. It is unacceptable for any child to feel excluded (Knowles,2006). Children can feel excluded for many different factors, one of these factors includes social exclusion where children are living in poverty. This is linked to poor housing, low incomes, unemployment and poor health. It is vital for children to feel a sense of belonging as it promotes more able and capable learners and encourages positive relationships enabling the child to feel safe and secure promoting a sense of wellbeing, (Walton and Godard,2009).
The following essay will be outlining the main principles of inclusion and what the definition of Social inclusion/exclusion within education is and why it is instrumental for all children to feel equal and supported through their pedagogical journey. Touching on several factors and delving into more depth on poverty and prejudice discussing how they affect certain groups, for and what different strategies can be used to bring out equal benefits for everyone. Also examining the current pandemic Covid 19 and how that has exposed how extreme poverty is, within the world from food banks to lack of jobs. Looking at ones setting and comparing to other settings within the UK and other countries to identify feasible amendments linking to Welsh Government policies, (Gov, Wales, 2020), theories and also UNCRC, (1990). 

Social inclusion is a process of improving the lives of individuals and specific groups allowing them dignity, opportunity. In Wales the government supports the Salamanca statement. This statement was drawn up by a UNESCO world conference in 1994. It calls upon all governments to "adopt as a matter of law or policy the principle of inclusive education, enrolling all children in regular schools, unless there are compelling reasons for doing otherwise." Whilst creating an inclusive learning environment is a priority for schools the Children's Act 2004 acknowledges through it's every child matters agenda 2004 the need for outside agencies to have joint responsibility for the welfare of children, (Knowles, 2006). In all countries, many groups face barriers that enable them from fully participating in society. These barriers nearly always arise from poverty. 
The two main categories of poverty are, Absolute, the basic income that can provide a sufficient level of primary needs, such as food, water and shelter. This was called "The poverty line" and was coined at the end of the 19th century by a man called Seebohm Rowntree; he devised an essential dietary requirement in 1899, known as the 'basket of goods', this list of food Rowntree argued was required for a healthy lifestyle. (Rowntree, 1997). The second, relative poverty, this when a person lacks enough income to afford the basic needs to fit into society and rely on Government assistance as they live below the poverty line. This definition helps us to measure the gap between the rich and the poor concerning goods, services and activities considered 'normal' by the majority of the populations. Within the early years setting every child will be included whatever their background, race, ability or gender and by following its ever-changing policies and practice for all agencies to work together with both families and children to ensure the best outcomes for the individual. In 1999 the Welsh government revised the national curriculum and set out three principles that are essential to develop an inclusive approach to education. In every childcare setting inclusion is put into practice differently but the principles always remain the same. Being rolled out in 2020 is the new curriculum in Wales, the government have realised our world is changing and the way children are taught is changing too. There are four main purposes that will be the focus of everything pupil will learn. Ensuring all children will get support to be capable learners, be enterprising, creative, ethnic informed citizens and healthy confident individuals. It will cover the rights of every child setting suitable learning challenges, responding to pupils diverse learning needs, overcome barriers to learning and assessment for individuals, (Gov.Wales, 2020)
 It is the responsibility of the teachers to ensure they have delivered the skills, knowledge and understanding for all learner to achieve the best outcome. 
Children whose parents are living in poverty come into education without 
knowing basic numbers, colours, shapes etc. Parents cannot afford playgroups or home supplies, for example, books or funding for days out, often parents are stressed because of their financial circumstances and this can be passed on to the child and in return have a negative impact on them. Nutrition is usually poor, and children tend to attend school with not having had a suitable breakfast or no snack. Imbedded in the National curriculum is the work of Abraham Maslow and his theory that humans' needs are arranged hierarchically. The lower need must be satisfied before they reach a higher level, the first level is Physiological 
needs, which include the basic needs of food, some children living in poverty do not have breakfast before school. Within a setting a breakfast club available to all children can ensure a safe environment for children enhancing both academic performance and behaviour, especially for children whose parents are unable to afford regular meals, (Bates, 2019). The school is in receipt of the pupil’s development grant. The Pupil development grant was launched in 2012. The Welsh Assembly Government state that the aim of the grant is to improve outcomes for learners eligible for free school meals and looked after children, the intention is to help children from disadvantaged backgrounds overcome any additional barriers that may prevent them from achieving their full potential, (Pupil Development Grant - GOV.WALES, 2020)
  Ruth Levites, (2005) states that there are three discourses of social exclusion The Redistribution Discourse, (RED), where individuals and groups are said to be in poverty that lack resources to obtain specific healthy diets and the lack of funds to participate in activities within their neighbourhoods and communities making them feel cut off from society. Urie Bronfenbrenner believed that a child's development was affected by their surrounding environment and divided a person's environment into four different levels, the microsystem, this would be the child's relationship with their immediate family, the second layer being the relationship within a school setting, the third being Ecosystem, where some unfortunate indirect event may occur 
that would impact the child, such as financial strain and forth is Macrosystem, where other beliefs influence the child, however this has been highly criticized as it does not give the child the credit of having its own view and values, (Pierson, 2010). This is tackled by ensuring the school has a positive relationship with the community, teachers and parents, keeping everyone informed by newsletters and by having open days at school, coffee mornings, Christmas fate’s, and bonfire displays within the community and working side by side supporting each other.  The Moral Discourse, (MUD), this is the strand that focuses on the moral underclass labelling low income families and linking them to crime, young pregnancies and bad behaviour. When children first come in to school behaviour can be a challenge as they are on level one of  Bronfenbrenner’s microsystem and have only had the immediate family to learn from, within ones setting inappropriate behaviour can be disruptive in class, teachers need to  develop an appropriate framework to manage the student’s behaviour. This is as the way in which behaviour is managed by teachers has a major influence on how the students will behave in the future. Another word for labelling is called stereotyping, and this alone can lead to prejudice where practitioners think, feel and act in favourable or unfavourable ways towards a group or individual and these views are often challenging to change and may lead to discrimination. The role of the practitioner is not to make judgements and ensure that every child's needs to feel fully included. To have a sense of belonging, feel a sense of security. This is the second level of Maslow's hierarchy of needs, (Allen and Gordon, 2001). The final strand of the discourses of social exclusion is The Social Integrationist, (SID), It focuses on unemployment, economic inactivity and social integration is pursued through inclusion in paid work. It ignores unpaid work (largely done by women). Many people living in poverty as mentioned earlier are classed as MUD so have not been educated to participate in a well-paid job or any job, so they are in a catch 22 situation. In recent months the world has been hit by a pandemic, restricting people from leaving their houses, work from home if possible. All schools were closed for six months and many low paid families have suffered. A BBC report analysis of government data suggests 
that the learning gap between the rich and the poor primary age pupils in England has widened for the first time since 2007. Figures suggest this was happening before the pandemic and research has found that the increasing proportion of children in persistent poverty is becoming more apparent. A return to school is a national priority as children receiving free school meals are already two years behind their wealthiest school peers, (Burns,2020). A famous footballer, and good role model Marcus Rashford has formed a task force to help reduce food poverty and is calling for extending free school meals, the expansion of an existing school holiday food, and an activities program and to increase the healthy star vouchers, as parents we unable to work due to Covid and had no funds to  afford to feed their children in lockdown and forced to use food banks and handouts from neighbours, causing stress and worry, children pick up on this making them feel worthless,  Having such a big name like Marcus Rashford stand up and admit to living in poverty whilst growing up is instrumental in  removing the stigma surrounding poverty. This will help parents and pregnant woman to buy basic nutritional foods which will result in good nutrition and will lead to a better performance when it comes to learning, (Rashford unites food giants to fight child poverty, 2020).  





There is a moral imperative to address social exclusion. Left unaddressed, the exclusion of disadvantaged groups can also be costly. And the costs—whether social, political, or economic—are likely to be substantial. (Social Inclusion, 2020)

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS, SURE START….This is where the Welsh Government has just announced a new scheme called kick start for all unemployed 16-24-year olds to be enrolled on a six-month work placement 
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