



According to Mili & Cherian (2015) female criminality is heavily linked to the social environment in which she is in, so to gain a greater understanding of why women commit crime, it is vital that we fully appreciate the role that society plays on female criminality.
According to Banarjee (2019), women are becoming more involved in violent crime due to the society in which they are subjected to. Banarjee supports his statement by highlighting that it is evident that within different societies, we witness different forms of crime. An example of this can be seen in the contrast between third world and first world countries with marginalisation theory applying more to countries such as India as a pose to opportunity theory, which applies more to women in first world countries, such as the UK.
According to Mili & Cherian (2015), India has witnessed a shift in female criminality from minor crimes such as possession of drugs to major violent crimes, including murder. Islam (2014) reported that in 2012, women committed the most violent crime in Bangladesh, with the majority of offences being murder and attempted murder.
Mili & Cherian (2015) express that India’s culture is to blame for the spike in female criminality with women being born into a discriminative society. Women are often born into a life of deprivation, with most of their liberties taken away from them. Due to females not sharing the same status as men, being looked upon as less important than males, women in India have lost faith in the system and have looked to crime as a route to give them power and opportunities.
An example of the impact society has on women, is evident in the case of Phoolan Devi. Phoolan was forced by her parents into an arranged marriage at the age of eleven (Snyder, 2013).  A recent survey in 2018 showed that 93% of Indian marriages were arranged, with only 3% expressing their marriage was out of love (Rukmini, 2021).
During her arranged marriage, Phoolan was subjected to years of abuse including rape and beatings from her husband until she eventually fled and joined a gang of bandits. She was the only female in the gang and formed an intimate relationship with one of the gang members, Vicktram who was later killed in a gunfire with fellow gang members. Shortly following Vicktrams death, the fellow gang members decided to rape Phoolan for several weeks until she managed to escape where she embarked on a new gang. Phoolan wanted revenge and so, along with her new gang members, attacked the village of the original gang, killing 20 of the gang members that raped her. This attack is known as the “Behmai massacre” (Kanpur and Naqvi, 2017).
From the case of Phoolan, it is evident that her motivation to carry out crime stems from a life of abuse and inequality from the society in which she was born into.  Marginalisation theory suggests that criminality is a bi product of a society which witnesses deprivation, inequality, and limits opportunities. It is therefore conceivable to suggest that marginalisation theory applies to women such as Phoolan Devi (Hughes Spence, 2017).
According to Gauthier and Bankston (2006), intimate partner homicides account for half of homicides caried out by female perpetrators. Peterson (1999) stresses that women who kill their intimate partner are more likely to have done it out of self-defence. Peterson also stresses that women lean towards violence as an answer to their situation as they do not have access to the correct support and services which is often due to low social class, as seen in marginalisation theory.
Marginalisation theory suggests that women who live within a society of poverty and squalor are more likely to commit crime. These societies often present various inequalities, gender being one of them (Hughes Spence, 2017).  Like Wilson and Kelling’s (1982) broken window theory which explains how people who witness an environment which is chaotic, disorderly, with frequent episodes of delinquency, are more likely to commit crime and disorder as this is a standard of living to which they are a custom to and deemed acceptable within that society (Vedantam et al,. 2016).
Parker (2008) stresses that patriarchy is strongly linked to female criminality as it forms a platform that promotes the power of men and takes away the power of women. Parker (2008) suggests that the women’s role within countries such as India, is to rear children and look after the family home.  Parker (2008) elaborates on the danger of gender inequalities by explaining that disadvantaged positions of women within both institutions and society, coupled with living in conditions of poverty and high levels of female unemployment, are indicators of crime. This lack of bond with society, as seen in Hirschi’s social bond theory (1969), can lead to crime as the disconnection from society leads to a breakdown in attachments to family and society, which can cause the female to lack remorse when carrying out a crime (Hirschi, 1969).
According to Brezina (1998), there is substantial evidence that links delinquency to maltreatment during childhood as well as adolescence. Brezina goes on to stress that there are several theories such as social control and social learning theory to explain female delinquency, but ultimately there needs to be further research into the direct relationship between maltreatment and crime, to fully explain the cause of severe crime such as violence and murder committed by women.
When considering the influence that society has on the occurrence of female criminality, it is important to contrast between different parts of the world, such as first world countries and third world countries. According to the Ministry of Justice (2020), the majority of crimes carried out by women during 2019 in the UK were classed as “less severe”. These offences included motoring, theft, and fraud, with Tv license invasion being the most common offence committed. The data also evidenced a low percentage of females in the UK guilty of violent crimes, with statistics showing just 1.4% of violent crimes carried out by women during 2019.
According to Armentrout (2004), the role of women in the UK has changed significantly since the women’s liberation movement, WW2, and Civil Rights act, meaning women have more rights and more opportunities within UK society. They are no longer restricted to roles such as a housewife or a nurse, but instead are now able to carry out jobs which before were male dominated roles. It is therefore feasible to suggest that female criminality carried out in the UK is not caused by marginalisation as seen in third world countries, but rather through opportunity as seen in opportunity theory. 
Opportunity theory suggests that crime takes place in situations where there are opportunities to reap rewards, with minimum effort. This theory was later updated by Edwin Sutherland, a criminologist who introduced the concept of differential association in 1939. Sutherland talked about the link between deviant environments and crime, explaining that if a person is associated with criminals and is subjected to an environment in which crime is acceptable, then they too will become involved in crime (Gottschalk & Gunnesdal, 2018).
Dodge (2019) supports opportunity theory by explaining that during the 1940’s and 1950’s, crime committed by women was often of a promiscuous kind, such as prostitution, but as women’s equality has advanced and women are now within positions of power, the opportunity to enter into more sophisticated crime is apparent as seen in the rise in white collar crime. Islam et al,. (2014) supports this argument by adding that an increase in opportunities within society for females reduces the rates of violent crimes they commit but increases other avenues of crime such as theft, embezzlement, and fraud. 
Adler et al., (2012) champions opportunity theory by stressing that today’s society witnesses’ women in roles of power which match that of men.  Dr Freya Adler, a distinguished professor of criminal justice (2012), stresses that as the power of women match that of men, so will the rate of crime such as white-collar crime. Chun (2020) stresses that it is social strain, as seen in Mertons (1938) strain theory, as a pose to opportunity, that motivates women to engage in such crime as 40% of women are the now the breadwinners for the family home. Chun stresses that financial pressures, as seen in social strain theory, leads women to commit such crimes.
The study of women involvement within white- collar crime or now known as “pink -collar “crime, is limited and much research is needed to further understand the level of female involvement within such crime. According to Gottschalk & Glase (2013), it is difficult to formulate a true picture of the degree in which women participate within pink-collar crime, as the data collected is not accurate. This discrepancy is said to be caused by factors such as the behavioural differences between men and women with women being more risk adverse, therefore less likely to be caught compared to men. Also, women’s lack of participation in risk means they are less likely to participate in the more serious levels of crime compared to men. These factors are extremely influential on the data that has been captured in relation to female engagement with crime.
It is evident that there are several theories that provide feasible explanations to female criminality. It is important to consider that theories overlap and to isolate one theory as the causation of crime would be ignorant. For example, although marginalisation theory provides a robust explanation to violent crimes committed, research shows that the majority of victims are intimate partners of some kind (Gauthier and Bankston, 2006). It could therefore be argued that opportunity theory is more relevant due to the relationship between the female and her partner serving as the route to enable the crime. 
It is also important to consider the limitation in the data on women’s involvement within crimes such as pink-collar crime, as it can be argued that detection agencies, such as the police, are less likely to suspect women, therefore enabling women’s engagement in such crimes to go undetected. These factors need to be considered as findings will present an overwhelming difference between genders, as seen in statistics surrounding the UK prison population, with 96% male representation (Sturge and Tunnicliffe, 2021). Further research into the subject area would provide a greater analysis of the true extent in which women participate in crime in first world and third world countries and help to initiate an array of effective intervention programmes to reduce female criminality.
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