ECIE4011: Exploring behaviours and interventions in the learning environment
Question: Discuss a range of factors that influence children’s behaviour (both positively and negatively) in a learning environment (1500 words +/- 10%)
Suggested draft plan for essay
· Essay introduction (What the essay aims to discuss: e.g. state which of the module’s learning outcomes your essay aims to refer to.) Use the essay title to introduce it, e.g. ‘This essay will discuss a range of factors that can influence children’s behaviour (both positively and negatively) in a learning environment. It will demonstrate an understanding of the factors that influence children’s behaviour in learning environments and knowledge of the personal characteristics that influence children’s behaviour.’

· Definition of behaviour. (What is it?  A form of communication that consists of wanted and unwanted behaviours)

· Name and discuss one of the factors that influences behaviour  (E.g. explain and give examples of the theory of behaviourism - Skinner's Operant Conditioning theory. By doing this you are linking theory and professional practice in school.)

· Name and discuss another factor that influences behaviour (E.g. explain the cognitive model  - the way we behave is influenced by the way we think and our ability to reason. If we have had negative experiences, such as ACEs, the connections that form our cortex are less developed and we are therefore less able to deal with situations in a calm and rational way. Hence the flight or fight responses).

· Or you could choose another factor (E.g. the systemic model - linked to Bronfenbrenner's theory which states the quality of the systems around a child can greatly influence the development of that child and the way they behave. Working with families to understand their environment/ how the child is being brought up can be the first step in finding solutions to help change unwanted behaviours and promote wanted behaviours)

· Depending on your word count,  you could choose another factor that influences behaviour (E.g. explain the biological model - neurodiverse traits or diagnoses such as ASD/ADHD which influence behaviour. This content will be covered in week 2)

· Identify school policy(ies) that support children who show positive (wanted) behaviours and negative (unwanted) behaviours. (What do they say? Do they follow one of the theories you have come across? By doing this you are linking policy and professional practice in school.

· Conclusion  State what your key points were. (This can be as straight forward as copying and pasting a couple of sentences from each of the sections of your essay and rounding off your discussion by returning to the essay question).
Remember to support each of your points with evidence from your reading/research. Make sure that you follow Harvard guidelines when referencing your sources. Ask if you are unsure.
· Reference list (Follow Harvard guidelines.)

