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AHHI7001 - ASSIGNMENT 4

The topic provisionally concerns the reign of King Henry II and the quarrel with Thomas Becket, archbishop of Canterbury. The controversy surrounding the relationship between the king and the archbishop is its main thrust, and the causes and developments of the ultimate tragedy will be examined. More generally, the period in general must be studied and the other individuals involved are of importance in setting the scene and understanding the pressures bearing down on both protagonists. The published texts listed below (necessarily very selective) reflect this arc of investigation.

· Brewer, J.S., Dimock, James F., and Warner, George F., eds, Giraldi Cambrensis Opera, 8 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1861-1891, repr. 2012).

Part of the Cambridge University Press’s project of making publicly available obscure medieval texts, this is a collection of the work of Gerald of Wales, a good source for the Angevin conquest of Ireland.

· Brewer, J.S. and Martin, C.T., eds, Registrum Malmesburiense, 2 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1879-1880, repr. 2012).

These volumes comprise a series of charters and other documents, some of which concern the bishop of Salisbury, who was excommunicated by Becket. They are in Latin.

· Butler, H.E. and Miller, W.T., eds, The Letters of John of Salisbury, 2 vols, revised by C.N.L. Brooke (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1979-1986).

John of Salisbury was a cleric, for some time the secretary of Theobald, archbishop of Canterbury. He was a contemporary of King Henry and Becket and was closely allied to Becket. John was present in Canterbury at the time of Becket’s death. A study of the letters may throw light upon Becket’s character and his attitude towards others.

· Chibnall, Marjorie, ed. and trans., The Historia Pontificalis of John of Salisbury (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1986).

As noted above, John was personally known to Becket. Eventually John became bishop of Chartres.

· Hall, Hubert, ed., The Red Book of the Exchequer, 3 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1896, repr. 2012).

The text is in Latin, and was compiled during the reign of King Henry III (1216-1272), King Henry II’s grandson. Many documents relating to the period in question are included from the Pipe Rolls and elsewhere.

· Henry, Archdeacon of Huntingdon, Historia Anglorum, ed. by Diana Greenway (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996).

Henry lived during the time immediately prior to the topic’s period, but his work is useful in establishing the state of the country during the reign of King Stephen and the civil war of the mid-twelfth-century.

· Magnússon, Eiríkr, ed. and trans., A Life of Archbishop Thomas Becket in Icelandic, 2 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1875-1883, repr. 2012).

Despite the implication of its title, this book has been translated into English and offers a view of Becket and his afterlife as a saint. 

· Map, Walter, De Nugis Curialium (Courtiers’ Trifles), ed. and trans. by M.R. James, revised by C.N.L. Brooke and R.A.B. Mynors (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983, repr. 2002).

This must be used carefully as it is interesting largely for its gossip and directed satire.

· Morey A., and Brooke, C.N.L., eds, The Letters and Charters of Gilbert Foliot (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1967).

Foliot was another contemporary of King Henry and Becket and was a prolific letter-writer. Some of his letters are already included in Robertson’s Materials for the History of Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, cited below.

· Robertson, James Craigie, ed., Materials for the History of Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, 7 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1875-1885, repr. 2012).

This compendium work is an eclectic mix of materials that have been published separately elsewhere as well as lesser-known pieces. It is valuable in that it provides a reasonable reference for the study of Archbishop Thomas, a starting-point from which to proceed.

· Searle, Eleanor M., ed. and trans., The Chronicle of Battle Abbey (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1980).

This is a manuscript that contains useful information relating to the mid-twelfth-century, most particularly with reference to the conflict involving the church and the state that eventually erupted into the dissension between the king and the archbishop.

· Stevenson, Joseph, ed., Chronicon Anglicanum (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1875, repr. 2012).

Written by a variety of thirteenth-century authors, it includes work by Ralph of Coggeshall, the chronicler.

· Stubbs, William, ed., Chronica Magistri Rogeri de Houedene, 4 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1871, repr. 2012).

Originally attributed to Benedict of Peterborough (notably by Stubbs himself), this chronicle is interesting as the man now believed to be its author, Roger of Howden, was one of King Henry’s clerks and therefore can be supposed to have first-hand knowledge or experience of some of the events about which he writes.

· Stubbs, William, ed., The Historical Collections of Walter of Coventry, 2 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1872-1873, repr. 2012).

Also in Latin, although this collection reproduces the work of other authors and is valuable for its coverage of King John’s reign, this thirteenth-century writer does provide some interesting sidelights on the topic’s period.

· Stubbs, William, ed., The Historical Works of Gervase of Canterbury, 2 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1879-1880, repr. 2012).

Gervase (c. 1141-c. 1210) was perhaps of Kentish origin, and was known to Becket. He was involved in Becket’s burial. Although this work is in part based on other known chronicles, it is worth studying for independent and personal additions.

· Stubbs, William, ed., The Historical Works of Master Ralph de Diceto, Dean of London, 2 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1876, repr. 2012).

Ralph is an interesting character, again known personally to Becket. Although his work is not without input from other known sources, it is worth studying on its own merit.

· Chronicle of the Reigns of Stephen, Henry II, and Richard I, ed. Richard Howlett, 4 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1884-1889, repr. 2012).

The primary interest is in volumes one and four of this set, being William of Newburgh’s account of English history from the Conquest to 1194 and Robert of Torigni’s commentary, both of which encompass King Henry’s reign. 


