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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:  Burglaries and the impact on victims.
INTRODUCTION:



Having attended a number of burglaries during my service as a Police constable I have found there to be a lot of enquiries into the identification of an offender and the different methods that are available to Police weather it be through fingerprint database, scenes of crime to attend and collect and alien DNA that may have been left behind at the scene.

Forensics play a vital role in burglaries and the identification of an offender, Abram, C (2024) states “Evidence can range from blood, hair or sweat to physical such as handwriting to foot prints. 

I believe that the topic of burglaries and the impact on victims is a worthy topic for consideration given the sharp increase of this type of crime and the devastating impact this type of crime has on its victims.

I found the investigation of burglaries is also quite extensive and varied which can involve forensic work and DNA samples that can be collected from the scene which can assist the investigating officer in identifying a potential suspect.

Burglaries are often pre planned and the offenders often scope out addresses beforehand, looking for security on the house by checking for entry points, cameras, gates or fences which can deter potential intruders.

I believe this topic is justified as this is a rising issue in England and Wales and this crime involves intruders entering the homes or “SAFE PLACES” that victims now to be their safe heaven and it is defiled by intruders who show no mercy for the property or the victim that they are targeting.

The impact that burglaries can have on victims can be detrimental as stated by ADT (2023) .

Burglaries fall under the theft act and are an indictable offence,

According to STATISTA (2024) Police recorded 275,640 burglary offences alone in ENGLAND and WALES which does show cause for concern for the general public.  STATISTA also stated “In 2023/24 there were 266,489 burglaries in England and Wales, a slight decline on the previous year. Since 2002/03 there has been a clear trend of falling burglary offences, with the most recent year having the fewest burglaries in this time period.

According to (Madden, P 1998) burglaries are committed in areas that are affected by the level of crime and the distribution of income, stating that the less funds that are available then the increased level of burglaries as the poorer in society target the wealthier.







	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· I propose on researching in the topics of the crime itself burglaries and why/how these types of crimes are committed.  This will include distraction burglaries, dwelling burglaries and business burglaries and how these crimes are committed.  I am going to conduct research in what type of area these crimes are more common in terms of inner city or rural mountains.

· The impact this crime has on its victims in relation to financial loss and mental health.  I will conduct exploratory research from victims who have been subjected to burglaries and having to live with the aftermath of having their home broken to and intruders searching their address for any items that hold a value or quick sale.

· The final topic I will be conducting research on is how to secure your address and how to take measures to prevent potential intruders from committing crime.  This can include modern technology that can further safeguard a modern home, this can include CCTV, monitor alarms etc.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The purpose of the literature chapter is to review current research and articles that will identify and provide data that defines burglaries and the impact these serious crimes have on its victims in terms of mental health.  The research will clarify what if any support is available to victims of burglary and what can be done to assist recovery.

The literature review will analyse current frameworks that are available for victims of burglaries in England and Wales and how this support has advanced as technology has advanced.

The literature review will contain a wide variety of sources that will be obtained from google scholar, Google Books, online documents and journals, websites and the University of Wales Trinity Saint David’s (UWTSD) online library.  

These sources consist of academic journals and other existing primary research in the topic of burglaries and the impact on victims.  The literature within this section may be considered to assist the researcher in the creation of primary and the methodology for data collection.

Burglaries as defined by College of Policing (2023) as defines burglary as either:

entering a building or part of a building as a trespasser with intent to commit theft, grievous bodily harm, or criminal damage, stealing, or inflicting or attempting to inflict grievous bodily harm, having entered a building or part of a building as a trespasser.





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

I will be using the method of Exploratory research focuses around exploring or discovering new information that can be used to help prove or disprove the point that is trying to be made by the researcher.  This type of research often lays the foundation and will allow the researcher to progress their research.

I will also be conducting research by using the Descriptive research method which often the researcher ascertains information from questionnaires and interviews.

I will be referring to casual research which as the name suggests that casual studies focus on analysis of a situation or a problem to explain the patterns between variables.

I will also be utilising primary and secondary data sources to further ascertain data and research to help broaden the amount of data that is available to assist with the project.

Primary data sources can result from questionnaires and interviews to group discussions and informal conversations.

I will also make reference to College of Policing, PLND and Legislation.co.uk databases.

Secondary data sources can range from textbooks, journals articles web pages and acts of parliaments.  All of these secondary data sources can provide the researcher with a vast array of data and studies that can help prove or disprove the point that is trying to be made.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be conducting research by conducting a questionnaire that will consist of members of the public that have been subjected the crime of burglary and ascertaining the impact the crime has had on their mental well-being.

Also during my research, I will be conducting research from investigators and forensic experts that are professional in the industry that deal with burglaries on a day by day basis, these experts will provide valuable research into burglaries and the impacts on victims.


	
	

	ETHICAL ISSUES:
. 

I cannot for see any current ethical problems that I need to discuss at this time.

	TIME SCALE:


I will complete each stage on my allocated protected learning days whilst also conducting some research during my rest days.
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