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Abstract
This research project focuses on the current issues of road safety within the United Kingdom and the impact of roads policing on the vast number of road related casualties and fatalities within the United Kingdom. This research project establishes that there is a direct positive relationship between increased roads policing and increased road safety. A finding concluded that the perceived likelihood of apprehension and the severity of the penalty has a direct impact on road users’ mentality in relation to breaching traffic laws. A further finding established that the higher the perceived likelihood of apprehension, the safer the roads and a reduction in the number of road related casualties and fatalities. Unfortunately, police numbers and especially roads policing numbers have declined massively over the past decade thus leading to more dangerous roads and an overall decrease in general road safety. This research project calls upon police forces across the United Kingdom to acknowledge the importance of roads policing and the harm which the neglect of roads policing continues to cause to the public. Recommendations include a shift from senior officers within police forces across the United Kingdom to focus on roads policing and its vital role in modern day policing. This research project recommends that the numbers of roads policing officers are dramatically increased to enable the effective policing of the United Kingdom roads and prevent unnecessary harm to the public. 
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The UK road network is a vast and complex structure of road networks which is estimated to be over 247,000 miles in total length (The United Kingdom Government, 2020). The length of the UK road network is increasing by around 1% every 10 years as the road network expands with population increase (The United Kingdom Government, 2020).

The use of the roads within the United Kingdom is also on the rise, between 2000 and 2019, miles travelled on UK roads by motor vehicles increasing from 290 billion to 357 billion. This is an increase of 23% (Department for Transport, 2021). The number of licensed vehicles has also increased by 34% within the same period from 29 million to 39 million vehicles (Department for Transport, 2022). 

Owing to the vast and extensive usage of UK roads, there is a high number of casualties and unfortunate deaths on UK roads. In fact, someone is seriously injured or killed on UK roads every 22 minutes (Brake, 2022). In 2020, 1516 people were killed on UK roads despite the lockdown measures that were imposed in response to the Covid 19 pandemic. There average number of UK deaths for the previous 7 years prior to 2020 is 1850 deaths a year. This equates to an average of 5 deaths every day on UK roads (Brake, 2022). 

Despite the relatively large number of casualties and deaths on UK roads, dedicated roads policing officers make up just 4% of the current total police force in England and Wales (Brake, 2022).  This is a very worrying statistic as there is a significant link between criminality and road traffic accidents. The ‘fatal five’ are the five main causes of causalities and deaths on UK roads, these are; excessive speed, not wearing a seat belt, driver distractions such as mobile phone use, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs and careless driving (Devon and Cornwall Police, 2019). In some way or another, all of the ‘fatal five’ causes of casualties and fatalities on UK roads constitute a criminal offence, which makes the extremely low road policing officer figure extremely concerning. 

Since 2010, the long-term decline in the number of serious injuries and deaths on the UK roads has largely ceased. It is widely accepted that this is partly due to the reduction in roads policing officers across the UK (Norbury, 2020). The detection and enforcement of many motoring offences has decreased significantly since the large reduction in roads policing officers (Norbury, 2020).

Every casualty and death on the road is preventable and absolute tragedy to those involved and their families (Brake, 2022). Owing to this, more research is necessary to look into the ways in which road casualties and deaths in the UK can be prevented. Further research is also required into whether or not the police can do more to lower road casualties and fatalities, in turn reducing the harmful consequences of such events on the victims and their families. 


[bookmark: _Toc124095265][bookmark: _Toc124095404]Literature Review

This literature review will aim to review the body of research currently available surrounding the topic of general road safety within the United Kingdom. The author will take an in-depth view of all research surrounding this topic, identifying the key terms and concepts prior to relating the research back more specifically to the research area which is the effect roads policing has on road safety within the United Kingdom. The author will complete an extensive review of all relevant sources and material, aiming to review a wide range of sources. Finally, the author will review the current research relating to the specific research objectives of the research project and identify the gap the existing research. 

This literature review will be structured into three main parts of research material, firstly the author will review current quantitate research by reviewing the statistics relation to road safety within the United Kingdom. The second part will then look at the theory relating to road safety and the patterns and trends of road causalities and fatalities on United Kingdom roads. Finally, the review will focus on the existing research surrounding the impact of policing on road safety within the United Kingdom. 

[bookmark: _Toc124095266][bookmark: _Toc124095405]Statistical data on road safety within the UK

The UK Government collects a wide range of data relating to the use of the roads, the number of accidents on the road and the number of casualties and fatalities on the roads. This information is presented in reports published by the UK Government utilising various graphs and tables to present the wide range of data in an easy to understand manner. 

The statistics for road casualties and fatalities are collected by police forces across the UK, either through officers attending the scene of accidents or from members of the public reporting accidents. As such, the statistics are generally very accurate and reliable as they are collated by a professional organisation. The police use a form known as a Stats19 form to record all the relevant information about the road traffic accident (Brake, 2022). 

Since data collection began in 1926, reported road fatalities have fallen by almost 80 per cent whilst the general traffic levels have more than doubled which means the relative risk to road users has fallen significantly (Department for Transport, 2015). These statistics show that the overall, the roads of the UK are adherently safe and that the general trend is that road safety improves over time as reported fatalities decline year on year.

However, when examining recent data, a different trend can be identified. Since 2010, the long-term and sustained decline in the number of serious injuries and deaths on the roads of the UK has largely ceased (Norbury, 2020). In general, the number of people seriously injured in road traffic accidents remains around 20,000 annually and the number of deaths remains around 1,700 which equates to an average of 5 deaths every day (Brake, 2022). 

To summarise, there is a significant amount of research and information regarding the number of casualties and deaths on UK roads. The quantitative data portrays a very distinct trend which in general is a decrease in the number of casualties and deaths over time. The quantitative research is very broad and statistics are available on a range of topics concerning road safety within the UK. The statistical research is very accurate with reliable and effective research methods utilised. An immense amount of research into road traffic accidents from a numerical perspective already exists and there are no existing gaps in this field for further research. 

[bookmark: _Toc124095267][bookmark: _Toc124095406]The theory of road safety and the causes of road traffic accidents

An early study into road safety written by Sevitt in 1973 found that of all road related fatalities within Birmingham, England, only 23% of those killed were drivers or passengers within the vehicle and over 63% were pedestrians (Sevitt, 1973). This early research indicates that road safety and road traffic accidents are not only an issue for road users but also the wider public, increasing the requirement for detailed and thorough research. 

Upon thorough investigation into the causes of serious road traffic accidents, it was discovered that there are five main contributary factors. These are known as the ‘fatal five’ due to their involvement in a high number of road fatalities (Lancashire Road Safety Partnership, 2022). 

The fatal five are excess speed, not wearing a seat belt, use of a mobile phone whilst driving, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs and careless or inconsiderate driving (Devon & Cornwall Police, 2022). All of the fatal five relate to human error which is the causation factor in 98% of road traffic accidents. Therefore, a large proportion of road traffic accidents are avoidable (Devon & Cornwall Police, 2022). 

The most significant factor within the fatal five is arguably driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, especially within modern day society. Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) is the percentage of alcohol in the blood of an individual according to their weight (Ashraf, et al., 2019). BAC typically ranges from 0.0% to 0.4% whereby BAC levels become fatal, BAC levels can vary due to body weight and gender (University of Notre Dame, 2022). Within the UK, the legal limit on alcohol levels within 100 millilitres of blood is 80mg when driving, which is expressed as a 0.08% BAC level (The United Kingdom Government, 2022). 

A study directly looking at BAC levels of drivers involved in road traffic accidents discovered an extremely alarming trend. The study concluded that the mere present of alcohol within the drivers system and a BAC level as low as 0.01% had a major impact in road traffic accidents whereby serious injuries were sustained (Phillips & Brewer, 2011). In addition, the study also discovered a strong ‘dose-response’ relationship. Generally, the greater the BAC level, the greater the severity of injury of sustained. The study even went as far to recommend that drink drive limits are lowered to save lives and prevent serious injuries as it was discovered road traffic accidents increase significantly even when intoxicated drivers are well below the legal drink drive limit (Phillips & Brewer, 2011). 

Moving away from the fatal five causes of road traffic accidents, traffic volume has been found to be one of the leading causes in road traffic accidents (Ashraf, et al., 2019). Researchers found a very distinctive trend and correlation between traffic volume and road traffic accidents. Research shows that high road traffic volume has a large impact on the frequency of road traffic accidents and as such increases their occurrence. However, high road traffic volume does not have a similar impact on the severity of casualties and likelihood of fatalities on roads (Ashraf, et al., 2019).

Whilst the trend of higher traffic volume causing higher frequency of road traffic collisions is an important trend and one which appears to be legitimate. It is worth noting that there is little research into the effects of traffic volume on road traffic accidents, as such further research is required to establish the reliability establish the trend. A study into the M25 congestion within England discovered that road traffic volume had little to no impact on road traffic accidents (Wang, et al., 2009). Similarly, in another study conducted into London traffic volume and road traffic accidents which combined hourly London traffic using automated vehicle recorders with police records of road traffic accidents shows little to no correlation for low or moderate traffic volume. However, there is a correlation observed between very high traffic volume and an increase in road traffic accidents (Dickerson, et al., 2003). Ultimately, further research is required to discover the full and factual correlation between road traffic volume and road traffic accidents. 

In recent years, there has been a lot of research conducted into ways to improve road safety and a lot of these methods to reduce overall road related casualties and fatalities have been implemented. In 2010, the United Nations General Assembly declared 2011-2020 as the decade of action for global road safety. This has helped drastically across the world to not only focus on the issue of road safety but to also improve road safety worldwide (Peden PhD & Di Pietro MEd, 2017). 

The approach to improving road safety is very much evidence-led with data and statistics at the forefront. The World Health Organisation published a road safety manual for decision makers surrounding data systems in regard to road safety. The report aims to call on governments to improve road safety and works on the premise that effective road safety management is based on a systematic approach that includes the collection, analysis, interpretation and application of good data (World Health Organisation, 2010).  

To conclude, there is a large quantity of research into the causes of road traffic accidents and there is an established theory that the large majority of road traffic accidents include one of the fatal five as a causation factor. There are other factors involved in causing road traffic accidents such as traffic volume, but they are believed to be less impactful and further research is required as to their overall impact on road traffic accidents.

In terms of road safety, there is a general principle that evidence-led decision making and policy making is the best way to improve road safety and reduce road traffic collisions. Ultimately, this relies upon effective data collection and management to plan and act in a way which will reduce road traffic collisions. Generally, evidence suggests that to improve road safety, the main five behavioural risk factors need to be managed adequately. These factors are managing speed, reducing drink driving, increasing correct helmet use, increasing seat belt use and increase child restraint use  (Peden PhD & Di Pietro MEd, 2017).

[bookmark: _Toc124095268][bookmark: _Toc124095407]Policing impact on overall road safety

The police have a pivotal role in ensuring that the road network within the UK is safe and efficient for all road users. Road policing enforcement is integral to any effort to reduce road casualties and fatalities. The two main functions of roads policing are apprehension and deterrence, generally these are best achieved through enforcement of traffic laws and applications of penalties to offenders (Norbury, 2020).

Effective roads policing involves enforcing the law and educating those who due to their behaviour increase the risk of death or serious injury on roads. The education of vulnerable road users such as motorcyclists and young people is vital to a positive reduction in the number of casualties and fatalities on roads (Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary and FIre & Rescue Services, 2020). 

Research into roads policing and road traffic accident reduction establishes the following main theories; violations of traffic law lead to increased road traffic accidents, police enforcement can increase compliance with traffic law which in turn reduces road traffic accidents, thus lowering the number of casualties and fatalities on roads (Norbury, 2020).

It is a well-established theory that police enforcement has a direct and positive effect in reducing the amount of casualties and fatalities on roads. A more focussed study and meta-analysis undertaken by Elvik discovered that an increase in enforcement surrounding speeding laws would lead to the most substantial decrease in casualties and fatalities on roads (Elvik, 2001). Furthermore, it was established that the impact of enforcement was also dependant on other contextual factors such as the severity of penalties given to offenders and the perceived risk of apprehension (Elvik, 2001). 

The Police enforcement policy and programmes on European roads (PEPPER) project is arguably the largest study undertaken so far on roads policing and sought to evaluate the effectiveness of roads policing in reducing roads casualties and fatalities. Overall, the report found that enforcement of speeding and drink driving laws results in a decrease in road traffic collisions which results in reduced casualties and fatalities on roads. However, the study was limited in its discussion on the impact of roads policing on general road safety, citing the fact that a large number of the studies included in the meta-analysis were conducted in countries outside of Europe (Technical Research Centre Of Finland, 2008). 

In terms of speeding laws enforcement, the meta-analysis carried out by PEPPER showed a significant reduction of 18% in road traffic accidents. Meanwhile, a lower reduction was discovered in regard to enforcement of drink driving laws. In studies whereby patrols were conducted an 8% reduction in drink driving was observed whereas in studies whereby checkpoints were set up resulted in a 15% reduction in drink driving (Technical Research Centre Of Finland, 2008). 

Within the context on the UK, there are very little studies which examine entirely UK evidence. A 2015 study reviewed the effectiveness of road policing strategies in reducing road casualties and fatalities in Hampshire and Thames Valley. Although this was a relatively small study, it bears huge importance in regard to roads policing within the UK.

The study found that a relatively small decrease in the mean speed of road traffic could result in a large reduction in the number of casualties. Specifically, the study recommended more focussed speed limit enforcement on 30mph urban roads where the highest mean speed relative to speed limit was observed (Smith, et al., 2015). In regard to drink driving, the study concluded that if drink driving was to be eliminated, the overall reduction in serious injured casualties would be around 7.5% and the reduction in fatalities would be around 24% (Smith, et al., 2015). This is a staggering decrease considering drink driving offences only form one element of the fatal five. The results of this study further support the theory of a complete drink driving ban rather than a BAC level limit. 

To conclude, it is clear that there is a positive relationship between roads policing and increased road safety. It is also distinctly established that increased enforcement of traffic law increases compliance which reduces the overall number of casualties and fatalities on roads. Academics have established the well-researched theory that increasing police enforcement will result in fewer road traffic collisions and thus fewer road related casualties and fatalities. However, they also suggest that there is a saturation level at which increased police enforcement will also result in diminishing effects of road safety (Norbury, 2020). 

Despite the definitive evidence highlighting the importance of roads policing, roads policing is still not citied as a main priority in many of the police forces across the UK. In fact, 7 out of the 43 Police and Crime Plans written by the respective Police and Crime Commissioner for each region fail to mention roads policing whatsoever (Norbury, 2020). 

The severe lack of acknowledgment for the importance of roads policing within strategic and long-term policing plans is to the detriment of public safety and the failure of police forces within the UK to focus on road safety is a neglect of their duty to protect the public from harm. A review by the National Police Chief’s Council in 2019 found that 24 police forces within the UK did not highlight roads policing in their strategic plans, 12 of which saw an increase in the number of fatalities in 2017 compared to 2016 (National Police Chiefs' Council, 2019).

[bookmark: _Toc124095408]The importance of this research project

The above literature review demonstrates the significance of this area of research and places great emphasis on the need for this research project. The number of casualties and fatalities on the roads of the UK has stopped declining since 2010, this date is significant as it marks the time period whereby a lot of roads policing roles were made obsolete, and the recruitment of new police officers effectively ceased for a period of 10 years. 

It is clear from the research that police enforcement has a clear role in reducing road casualties and fatalities, however roads policing officers make up just 4% of the current total police force (Brake, 2022). The research project will study this area in particular and aim to establish if effective roads policing can be carried out by other officers to help fill the void. 

The research project is a unique study as it aims to ascertain the opinions of current serving police officers and their views on road safety, including how they perceive their training around roads policing to be. There is a gap in the current research surrounding this topic as there is little to no research surrounding the views of current serving police officers or indeed enough research looking at the issue of road safety from a policing perspective. There is especially a lack of research into the topic following the massive reduction of roads policing officers in recent years. 


[bookmark: _Toc124095409]Methodology

As previously outlined, the question which this project aims to answer is ‘Can more effective and focussed roads policing reduce the vast number of causalities and fatalities on UK roads?’ There are a number of research objectives to enable the author to answer the research questions which are outlined below:

· What is the overall impact of roads policing on general road safety?
· What constitutes effective roads policing in regard to reducing road casualties and fatalities?
· To what extent is the reduction of roads policing officers responsible for the large number of casualties and fatalities on UK roads every year?
· Can effective roads policing be carried out by those within the police who are not specifically roads policing officers?

Owing to the wide scope of research objectives and the complexity of them, this research project will utilise both primary and secondary research methods to best answer the research question and meet the research objectives outlined. The author will use secondary research methods to answer the first three research objectives of the project. Secondary research methods use existing research which has been collected by other researchers. This pre-existing data and research may have been initially collected with a different research aim but it can still be drawn upon by new researchers when conducting new and innovative research (Hox & Boeije, 2005). Sources of secondary research include published books, government reports and academic peer-reviewed journals (Bouchrika, 2022). 

The author has conducted an extensive literature review which has been presented within the literature review of the project. The author has carried out extensive secondary research into the topics of general road safety, policing of the roads to improve road safety and the impact which policing has on reducing the casualties and fatalities on UK roads. The author has used a wide range of sources when conducting secondary research and has evaluated both qualitative and quantitative research.  Qualitative research is expressed in words and is used to understand concepts, enabling the reader to gather in-depth information on various concepts, themes and ideologies. Quantitative research is expressed in numbers and is used to confirm and support concepts and theories. Quantitative research provides raw data and statistics which can then be analysed by researchers and the theories behind the numbers can be confirmed (Streefkerk, 2022). 

The use secondary research within this dissertation will allow the author to access as wide range of readily available data and analyse the data effectively. The accessibly and available of information is a key advantage of secondary research (Walker, 2021). The research will enable the author to identify the extent of the issues within the UK. Furthermore, the data within the reports is far more detailed than any primary research that the author may have been able to carry out given the time of the project and the resources.  The author will also conduct extensive secondary research using the online library within the University of Wales Trinity Saint Davies Moodle page. The library enables access to a wide range of peer reviewed papers and research, along with publications from various scholars within the field. This research method of reviewing secondary data was fit for purpose and enabled the author to identify the key themes and theories of road safety, linking them back to quantitative research. However, there were some limitations to this research method as a disadvantage of utilising secondary research is that there can be a lack of relevant and available information (Taylor, 2023). There is a lack of qualitative research surrounding the topic of road causalities and fatalities on UK roads, thus the author has to evaluate research which was undertaken in other countries and relate the research back to the UK. This undermines the validity of the research and the findings within the literature review as countries across the world have differing levels of road safety and differing and complex issues surrounding the causes of road causalities and fatalities. Therefore, the secondary data that has been analysed by the author may not accurately reflect the issue within the UK.

In order to answer the final research objective, the author will conduct primary research in the form of questionnaires. Primary research is research and data collected directly by the researcher which allows collected data to be entirely relevant and specific to the research project (Nasrudin, 2022). The questionnaires are to be completed by current serving police officers within South Wales Police and aims to obtain their views and opinions on roads policing. The questionnaires provide the author with both quantitative and qualitative data as a range of questions will be asked relating to the views of the participant and how strongly they agree or disagree with a certain statement. The author considered the use of interviews in order to obtain this data, however questionnaires were deemed to be more suitable as an advantage of their use is convenience for respondents (Bell & Bryman, 2011). Furthermore, questionnaires are cheaper and quicker to administer (Bell & Bryman, 2011).

The primary research method deployed was extremely useful to the author as it enabled them to answer their final research objective and get an insight into the views and opinions of current serving police officers. The questionaries were a vital tool in completing the research project as there was a lack of secondary research surrounding the views of current serving police officers on the issue. Furthermore, the questionnaires enabled to author to gather up to date data which was reliable and relating directly to the research question.  However, there were some limitations identified in the use of questionnaires. As the author is a current serving police officer, they are more than aware of the current issues within policing and the low morale which is felt by officers almost nationwide. The discontent and low morale which is currently felt within the police service may have impacted the answers given by officers to the questionnaire, albeit consciously or sub-consciously. This bias would have given more negative results and in turn would have reduced the validity and reliability of the data collected. Therefore, the findings and conclusions drawn from the collected data by the author may be limited and somewhat unreliable due to the current climate of modern-day policing within the UK. However, the author has written the questions within the questionnaires in a way which aims to reduce bias and provide more reliable results for analysis. 

[bookmark: _Toc124095410]Analysis of Results

The purpose of this chapter is to analyse the data which was collected as part of the primary research conducted as part for research project. The primary research will be completed by the dissemination of questionnaires to serving police officers within South Wales Police. The questionnaires were completed by both roads policing officers and response officers, with the aim of obtaining their views and opinions on roads policing. The questions provided the author with both quantitative and qualitative data as a range of questions were asked relating to the views of the participant and how strongly they agree or disagree with a certain statement. In total, the total sample size for the questionnaires was 50; 20 roads policing officers and 30 response officers. 

The purpose of the primary research conducted was to ascertain the views of current serving police officers and answer the final two research objectives outlined below:

· To what extent is the reduction of roads policing officers responsible for the large number of casualties and fatalities on UK roads every year?
· Can effective roads policing be carried out by those within the police who are not specifically roads policing officers?

Throughout this section, the author will look at each objective in turn and analyse the questionnaire responses to answer each of the objectives. The author will also link the key themes and data of the primary research back to the secondary research which was conducted within the literature review.

The first research objective which the primary research aimed to answer is ‘To what extent is the reduction of roads policing officers responsible for the large number of casualties and fatalities on UK roads every year?’ Whilst the questionnaires cannot directly answer this research objective with a statistical and definitive answer, the questionnaires undertaken can ascertain the views of current roads policing officers regarding the issue of low officer levels. The responses received on this specific issue are displayed within figure 1 below.









(Figure 1):– questionnaire responses from roads policing officers on selected questions
In analysing the data, there is a clear theme which is presented and the views of roads policing officers can be ascertained. 60% of roads policing officers stated they either strongly disagree or disagree with the statement ‘I feel there are adequate roads policing officers to meet demand’. This clearly demonstrates that there is a lack of roads policing officers at present and demand is not being met. It is also evident that this lack of roads policing officers is having a detrimental impact on the ability of roads policing officers to proactively police the roads. 45% of roads policing officers strongly disagree or disagree with the statement ‘I feel that I have enough free time to proactively police the roads’ and 20% neither disagree nor agree. Only 40% of roads policing officers felt that currently they have enough free time to proactively police the roads.

The data collected through the primary research conducted by the author can be analysed and contrasted to the secondary research. A main theme of roads policing identified during the literature review was that roads policing has two main functions which are apprehension and deterrence. These are generally best achieved through the enforcement of traffic laws and the application of penalties to those who breach traffic laws (Norbury, 2020). In analysing and interpreting the response from roads policing officers, it is clear that the lack of roads policing officers within policing is having a negative impact on the ability of the police to effectively enforce traffic laws owing to a lack of free time and this will have a detrimental impact on road safety as outlined in Norbury’s report. Furthermore, the lack of roads policing officers is having an impact on officer welfare and fuelling a negative policing culture as the responses received were generally negative. It can also be ascertained that the lack of roads policing officers is clearly an issue which resonates with serving officers and there is an agreed ideology amongst serving officers that more roads policing officers are required, with 80% of roads policing officers either agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement ‘I believe that more roads policing officers would benefit the public and improve road safety by reducing road traffic collisions.’

The second research objective which the primary research aimed to answer is ‘Can effective roads policing be carried out by those within the police who are not specifically roads policing officers?’ In order to answer this objective, the author used the responses given by response officers whose general role is to attend all types of calls at the point they are received and not specifically police the roads. The answers given by response officers is presented in figure 2 below.  
 (Figure 2): –Questionnaire responses from response officers on selected questions 
Response officers were asked their opinion of the statement ‘I feel that I have adequate free time to proactively police the roads’, just as roads policing officers were asked. The theme of responses to this question continues and there is clearly an issue with free time to proactively patrol both with roads policing officers and response officers. However, the issues are far worse with response officers as 87% of respondents strongly disagreed or disagreed with the statement.  When the data is analysed, it is clear to see that the extra demand placed on the reduced numbers of roads policing officers cannot be filled by response officers due to a lack of time and the demand of other policing matters placed upon response officers. Furthermore, response officers were asked their opinion of the statement ‘I feel I have the correct equipment to police the roads’, 66% of respondents strongly disagreed or disagreed with the statement. To conclude, it is clear from the data that response officers cannot effectively police the roads owing to a lack of time and a lack of the equipment. 

Within the literature review, a common theme was established that police enforcement increases compliance with traffic law which in turn reduces road traffic accidents. This positive action leads to a lowering in the number of casualties and fatalities on roads (Norbury, 2020). Furthermore, it is also established that focused and increased enforcement surrounding speeding laws greatly decreased the number of casualties and fatalities on roads (Elvik, 2001). 

In summary, the data collected within the primary research shows that roads policing is currently not being carried out effectively and the key ideas and themes within the research on roads policing are not being followed. As such, the roads within South Wales Police force area are not being effectively policed. 



 
[bookmark: _Toc124095411]Conclusions and Recommendations

Within this section, the author will outline the findings of the research project and aim to clarify the findings in relation to the overall research question which is, can more effective and focussed roads policing reduce the vast number of casualties and fatalities on UK roads? The author will also examine the findings of the project in relation to the four research objectives which have been previously outlined as;

What is the overall impact of roads policing on general road safety?
What constitutes effective roads policing in regard to reducing road casualties and fatalities?
To what extent is the reduction of roads policing officers responsible for the large number of casualties and fatalities on UK roads every year?
Can effective roads policing be carried out by those within the police who are not specifically roads policing officers?

The overall findings of the research project is that more effective and focussed roads policing can reduce the vast amount of casualties and fatalities on roads. Whilst the research conducted during the course of the project cannot provide clarity on the extent to which roads policing reduces the number of casualties and fatalities on roads, the research has certainly found that roads policing does reduce road traffic collisions which in turn will reduce road related casualties and fatalities.

The secondary research conducted within the project found that there is a positive relationship between increased roads policing and increased road safety which in turn will reduce the number of casualties and fatalities on roads (Technical Research Centre Of Finland, 2008; Norbury, 2020). It was also found that increased enforcement of traffic law is found to increase compliance with traffic laws, further reducing the overall number of road related casualties and fatalities. The research also concluded that a major causation factor of casualties and fatalities was the presence of one or more of the ‘fatal five’, namely, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, careless or inconsiderate driving, use of a mobile phone whilst driving, not wearing a seat belt and driving at excess speed. 

Overall, the secondary research found that the overall impact of roads policing on general road safety is a positive one and effective roads policing greatly improves general road safety. A clear theme was identified within the secondary research and that was that road policing and enforcement of traffic laws in integral to any effort made to reduce road casualties and fatalities. Furthermore, it was found that effective roads policing involves not only the enforcement of the law but also the education of those who due to their behaviour increased the risk of casualties and fatalities on roads. However, it was also found that in circumstances whereby education of road users was not applicable, the severity of penalties and the perceived risk of apprehension are two major factors in the effectiveness of road policing activities. Ultimately, the more severe penalties and the high the risk of perceived apprehension, the more effective the roads policing strategy.  

Within the secondary research, an alarming theme in the number of designated roads policing officers across the United Kingdom was identified. In the past two decades, the number of roads policing officers has declined steadily and even more worryingly the importance of roads policing appears to be neglected as a priority for many police forces across the United Kingdom. The research discovered that 83% of police forces fail to mention roads policing in their respective Police and Crime Plans. The secondary research identified the clear lack of acknowledgement for the importance of roads policing by the large majority of police forces within the United Kingdom. As such, the overall aim of the primary research was to establish exactly how the lack of acknowledge for the importance of roads policing is impacting on the ability of roads policing units to effectively police the roads and whether other units within their respective police forces can assist to effectively police the roads. 

The primary research which took place in the form of questionnaires found that the reduction in the numbers of roads policing officers is having an impact on their ability to meet demand with 60% of respondents feeling that there is not an adequate number of roads policing officers to meet demand. The importance of this finding cannot be understated as if roads policing officers cannot effectively police the roads, there is more risk of harm to the public on the roads. Furthermore, the research found that roads policing officers do not have enough time to proactively police the roads which will further the impact of low staffing levels as the perceived risk of apprehension is a vital factor in deterring traffic law violations. 

It is clear from these findings that the number of roads policing officers is so low that they can no longer effectively police the roads, this is evident in both the primary and secondary research. Therefore, the police now rely more and more on response officers to assist roads policing officers. However, the findings within the primary research conducted show that response officers are far less well equipped to police the roads as it is clear from the responses given within the primary research that response officers lack the adequate equipment to perform essential roads policing tasks such as the ability to effectively evidence traffic violations.

The primary research found that response officers have even less free time to proactively police the roads with 87% of respondents feeling that they do not have free time within their role to proactive police the roads. The questionnaires also found that response officers are not appropriately trained to effectively police the roads and generally response officers are not rewarded for proactively policing the rewards. Furthermore, it was found that response officers do not have the appropriate equipment to assist them in proactively policing the roads. It is clear that response officers are not appropriately trained and are ill-equipped to police the roads effectively through education of roads users and the proper punishments of those who continue to violate traffic laws.

To conclude on the overall findings of the research project, it was found that more effective and focussed roads policing can reduce the number of casualties and fatalities on the roads of the United Kingdom. It was also found that roads policing has an overall positive impact on road safety when roads policing is conducted effectively through education and prosecution of offenders. However, it was found that police forces across the United Kingdom are neglecting the importance of roads policing and the low staffing levels within policing is preventing the effective policing of roads across the United Kingdom. 
The author recommends that there is a shift within the police force across the UK to prioritise and adequately acknowledge the importance of roads policing. The neglectful view on roads policing at present is causing significant harm to members of the public across the UK. The author recommends that police forces across the UK address the shortage of roads policing officers and significantly increase their number of dedicated roads policing officers. The research shows that this will have a significant increase in road safety within the UK. 
Furthermore, a recommendation that roads policing officers focus on proactive patrols of the roads and adapt a proactive approach to road safety over a reactive approach. Roads policing officers should be able to prevent road traffic collisions rather than merely reacting to them. The focus for roads policing officers should be educate road users across the UK surrounding the issues of road safety which will reduce the number of road traffic collisions, thus reducing the number of road related casualties and fatalities. Additionally, it is recommended that a no tolerance approach is taken to repeat offenders who show no regard for road safety and that severe penalties are handed out to those who continue to violate road traffic laws. The reduction of the ‘fatal five’ should form the focal point of roads policing across the UK and the most severe penalties are given to those who commit these types of traffic law violations. 
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Questionnaire responses from response officers on selected questions 

Strongly disagree	I feel that I have adequate free time to proactively police the roads 	I feel I am adequately trained to police the roads effectively	I feel I have the appropriate equipemtn to effectively police the roads	I feel I am rewarded for proactively policing the roads 	21	15	10	11	Disagree	I feel that I have adequate free time to proactively police the roads 	I feel I am adequately trained to police the roads effectively	I feel I have the appropriate equipemtn to effectively police the roads	I feel I am rewarded for proactively policing the roads 	5	9	10	11	Neither  agree nor disagree	I feel that I have adequate free time to proactively police the roads 	I feel I am adequately trained to police the roads effectively	I feel I have the appropriate equipemtn to effectively police the roads	I feel I am rewarded for proactively policing the roads 	2	3	5	4	Agree	I feel that I have adequate free time to proactively police the roads 	I feel I am adequately trained to police the roads effectively	I feel I have the appropriate equipemtn to effectively police the roads	I feel I am rewarded for proactively policing the roads 	2	2	3	2	Strongly agree	I feel that I have adequate free time to proactively police the roads 	I feel I am adequately trained to police the roads effectively	I feel I have the appropriate equipemtn to effectively police the roads	I feel I am rewarded for proactively policing the roads 	0	1	2	2	



Questionnaire responses from roads policing officers on selected questions

Strongly Disagree	I feel there are adequate roads policing officers to meet demand 	I feel I have enough free time to practively police the roads	I believe that more roads policing officers would benefit the public and improve road safety by reducing road traffic collisons	6	4	0	Disagree	I feel there are adequate roads policing officers to meet demand 	I feel I have enough free time to practively police the roads	I believe that more roads policing officers would benefit the public and improve road safety by reducing road traffic collisons	6	5	1	Neither agree nor disagree	I feel there are adequate roads policing officers to meet demand 	I feel I have enough free time to practively police the roads	I believe that more roads policing officers would benefit the public and improve road safety by reducing road traffic collisons	4	3	3	Agree	I feel there are adequate roads policing officers to meet demand 	I feel I have enough free time to practively police the roads	I believe that more roads policing officers would benefit the public and improve road safety by reducing road traffic collisons	3	5	10	Strongly Agree	I feel there are adequate roads policing officers to meet demand 	I feel I have enough free time to practively police the roads	I believe that more roads policing officers would benefit the public and improve road safety by reducing road traffic collisons	1	3	6	
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