EAEE4002                                                                                                                                      1806930
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Significance of practitioners in maintaining the child’s voice being heard throughout parental separation.
	Aim- The objective of the following paper is to inform Early Years Practitioners of the rights of a child going through parental separation. Reference to the rights in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) will be made.  As well as reference to what the national requirements are, and any developments made within Wales regarding such rights.
The UNCRC is an international declaration setting out children’s rights in a list of 54 articles which governments should make known to children and adults (unicef,2018).



 
	
· ARTICLE 3 -Everyone who works with children should have their best interests at heart and do what is best suited to the child (Children’s Commissioner of Wales 2018).

· Children’s Act 1989 –According to the children’s rights listed in the Children’s Act 1989 responsibilities are assigned to local establishments, courts, mothers and fathers, other agencies in the United Kingdom, to safeguard children by protecting their welfare and shielding them from harm.
· Safeguarding - According to the NSPCC (2016) a child should be given the space to talk and a chance to be heard. The safety of the child should always be a priority and as the teacher is acting as an advocate in this case, they should always take into consideration what is best for the child and not the parents. Children should be made aware of the importance of sharing relevant information and documenting it.
· Every child is equally important – According to the Foundation Phase children have the right to be sheltered from trauma (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015).
· Monitoring and preparation – observation is designed to help pin point a child’s development levels and monitor any change in behaviour. This will then help find a suitable measure to suit the child’s learning needs. The child would benefit from using an award chart for good behaviour because it would help the behaviour to be recognised and understood (Foundation Phase Framework, 2015).








	ARTICLE 18- In cooperation parents have an equivalent accountability and responsibility of care for each child. The parent’s requirement is to take into thought whatever’s best for the child. ( www.cypcs.org.uk)

According to childcomwales.org.uk, the needs of the child are of key importance during a parental separation. It is important to allow the practitioner to place policies to suit the child’s requirements and to suit the child’s emotional desires. This may include behaviour charts and awards for good behaviour.
According to Estyn (2019) some findings have shown that many schools only communicate with mothers rather than there being equal in communication with mothers and fathers. Research has shown that the more communication there is, the better the progress the child makes.
According to the Nuffield Foundation (2013) studies have shown that when parents are involved in school and education their children achieve more and children are less anxious.
According to the Foundation Phase (2008) there should be good links between families and school.



	Article 31 – All children have the right to relax and play
Daily Montessori (2019) states that children should be able to choose freely what activities they would like to take part in. This will be a good way for the child to mix with others and will eventually be less insecure. There does not need to be any formal rules as children educate themselves through play this is known as a coping strategy for the child.
According to foundation phase (2008) children should all take part in learning and have equal opportunities even if they have extra additional needs there should be relevant adjustments, this is an educational way for the children who struggle to mix with others.
Foundation phase (2008) states children learn through play. Children should be allowed to move forward when “developmental ready “.






	Article 16 -Your right to have privacy.
Article 16 of the UNCRC states that children have a right to privacy. According to open learn create (2017). This means that children are permitted to respect for privacy and confidentiality.
Under the Data Protection Act (2018), you have the right to information that organisations have on you and the right to know what is going on. 
According to ohchr (2019) No child shall be exposed to unauthorised interfering with Childs privacy, or to illegal attacks on his or her respect and status. The child has the right to be protected by the law against involvement or attacks  




	Conclusion – To conclude in each UNCRC article it is important that the voice of the child is considered, and each right are respected. It is important practitioners consider each child’s individual needs and consider the importance of safeguarding to ensure that they are being kept safe from harm. If the national frame work and requirements are followed carefully then planning and observations will become more suitable to the setting and each individual child. This comprises the children act 1989 and data protection act 1998. This also includes the foundation phase (2015). By following the UNCRC articles it is showing the children are getting the appropriate help and support.
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