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Provide a critical analysis of safeguarding children practices and policies in England (historical and present day) including legislation, policies, and procedures.

Introduction
In this essay it will be answered the question above by using a series of factors which are essential for safeguarding. It will be explained the term safeguarding children and what are some of its implications (generally and local impacts), as well as some of the core legislation in the UK which are illustrating the need of applying safeguarding, which allows agencies and organizations to use them as frameworks for their own policies and procedures. In addition, it will be presented some of the reasons why it is important to know the main types of abuse as well as how do we recognise it and how we respond to it, and some of the key agencies in England and UK who work with these situations and their main priority is to safeguard children.














I. Safeguarding Children (Definition, Significant Harm, Local Impact)
NHS England (2021) states that safeguarding children represents a complex process through which children are protected, as well as their well-being and human rights. In this scenario, the children are the ones who are in the centre of the attention, as they represent the one of the most vulnerable categories in the society. In another forms, safeguarding children represent the possibility of offering the children the protection they need and apply procedure and policies in according with the legislation, as it is important to keep them away from harm and abuse as much as possible. Safeguarding includes practices and policies which are based on the world and country’s legislation and policies, and it is focusing on: codes of conducts, trainings, research and reviews, and most importantly, careful application of the process (SCIE, 2020). It is important to be aware of all these implication sin order to maintain the safeguarding of the children and be able to offer them the help that they need, as it is mandatory to apply all regulations that it imposes. It also includes protection from injuries, accidents, bullying, discrimination, illness, and other factors that are harmful to children and cause abuse. The Children Act 1989 introduces of the first time the term ‘significant harm’ which is one of the most important and essential part of the process of safeguarding children. Significant harm represents the ill treatment or impairment of health and development of children (NSPCC Learning, 2020). In order for a form of abuse to be considered ‘significantly harmful’, local authorities such as police and agencies that are working to protect children from abuse, must assess the case and what implications has the abused had on the child. This way, the legislation and regulations are applied according to the situation the child is in. In addition, the Department for Education (2020) demonstrates that the number of children in care and protection registered is continuously growing from year to year. in 2016, in England, there were 50,310 children who have been reportedly neglected, physically abused, sexually abused, emotionally abused and other multiple forms of abuse, while in 2021, the numbers have reached the total of 51,510 children. This only argues that the legislation, procedures, and policies of this process still have some flaws and that the system may reach a point in which they would be overwhelmed. That is why, there must be put pressure upon the entire population in order to prioritise this service and remediate the flaws existing. Jack & Gill (2010) state that the children’s safeguarding policies and practices in UK have focused more on the family-oriented forms of abuse and individual matters rather than the bigger picture such as taking into consideration the community in which the children grow until the government has put iinto application a policy called ‘Every Child Matters’. GOV UK (2003) states that this policy is focusing on 5 outcomes of safeguarding, supporting and protecting children: being healthy, staying safe, make a positive contribution, have an economically stable well-beinf and be able to enjoy themselves. This policy has come as an opening for many others that will be covered in the policies and applications of agencies in England later on.

II. Legislation. Policies. Procedures.
Legislation represents the law or set of laws that hae been passed by the Parliament and that everyone should be aware of as they need to be respected appropriately. In a situation like safeguarding children, legislation is key. It represents the ability of being able to 1. Operate the process upon children and have the legislation as a fundament for your actions and 2. Demonstrate the rights of an individual and argue their privileges against some of the actions that other people do that which results in abuse and harm. The policies and procedures that agencies and organizations use in this process are the embodiment of the set of laws that the government and parliament implement. One of the most important legislation in England, and the foundation of the pocess if safeguarding children is the Children Act 1989. It is the legislative framework of child protection in England and its key policies refer to: the nature of children’s welfare and the expectations and requirements around duties of care for children. In fact, it is referring to the local authorities’ duty to ensure safeguarding to children in need and children who have been harmed signficinatly (SCIE, 20012). It also covers family proceedings, voluntary homes and organizations, private arrangements for fostering children and care and supervision of children in community homes. The next legislation has been developed in order to strengthen the first one presented, and it is the Children Care Act 2004. NSCPP Learning (2020) state that this legislation encourages agencies to collaborate and it creates more accountability by placing a duty on local authorities and partners to collaborate in order to ensure safeguarding children and by placing on duty on local authorities to appoint children’s services mambers who are ultimately accountable for their protection and safety as well as for the delivery of services. It also highlights the importance of services such as the police and hospitals to have policies, procedures and systems that could offer safety and wellbeing for children who work with them. Hence, another legislation that has proven to be really important for the sake of safeguarding practices in England is the Children and Social Work Act 2017 which ammneds both of the legislations previously mentioned as it focuses on the fact that local authorities must appoint personal advisers to carer leavers up to the age of 25, it configurates sex education in primary school (to be taught and studied) and relationship education to be studied in primary school. In order to amplify the need of safeguarding children and offering them security at all times and measures, Social Work England has taken over the power from the Health and Care Professions Council and id is now an organization which regulates social workers in England by setting standards, assuring quality education, and investigating complaints (Professional Standards Authority, 2021). All Policies and procedures need to be in accordance with the legislation in order for them to be effective and taken into consideration. These are then used by agencies and organizations in order to base their own values and missions on the laws and regulations that are implied nationwide. Moreover, all policies and procedures come hand in hand with the legislation. For example, Evey Child Mater has focused on issues and concerns that have been highlighted and made implementations of in the Children Act 2004 (Cummings et al., 2007). More importantly, a policy that has been implied by the government and it had a great impact upon the process of safeguarding is the Children’s Plan. It represents a policy which states (GOV UK, 2007) that there are 6 principles to improve children and young people’s lives, which are: secure the health and wellbeing of them, safeguard the young and the vulnerable, achieve and implement exquisite standards, close the gap between the negative environment and educational achievement for disadvantaged children, ensure young people achieve their potential by the age of 18 and help children and young people achieve success. This plan has been effective in the local communities of England and a strategy to diminish the significant harm in communities which were considered as being high risk for children and young people.


III. Abuse (Manifestations, Safeguarding Children – Practice Implications).
In this situation, abuse represents physical or emotional maltreatment of a person, as well as a deceitful act (Merriam Webster, 2021). In safeguarding children, there are 4 types of absue that are the most frequent one and the ones that have the best measures for applying the practices of agencies involved: Physical abuse, Sexual Abuse, Emotional Abuse and Neglect (The Care and Support Statutory Guidance, 2021). Following the identification of each form of abuse, the practices are easy to follow but do require the knwledge of the legislation and the policies involved for each category of abuse. For physical abuse, identification is easy. It is consisted of bruises, commonly on the head but also on the ear or neck, burns from hot liquids, flames, chemicals, bite marks, fractured or broken bones such as ribs. There is also a change in the child’s behaviour when for example, he flinches when approached or touched and has a fear of spcific individuals (NSPCC Learning, 2021). Jones et al., (2012) states that the highest risks of getting physically abused are children and young people who suffer from disabilities. The practices involved are assessments of the bruises as well as the entire situation and then apply the legislation and guidelines accordingly. Services wil take actions accordingly either through statutory involvement or other support (local authorities and partners). When it comes to sexual abuse, any children could potentially be sexually abused, but some categories of young children are more vulnerable to this risk such as children who have experienced other types of abuse Finkelhor, Ormrod, and Turner (2007). There are two types of sexual abuses: non-contact sexual abuse such as forcing a child to watch sexual acts or make a child masturbate while others watch, or contact sexual abuse such as rape, touching their genitals, or sexual touching them. Firmin (2017) states that, by creating a safer environment for our children. The practices that agencies opt to use in these situations are to report and to assess, but also support the victims. It is important to make use of the legislation (the Sexual Offences Act 2003) in order to make the child aware of their rights and that their safety is a rule for others around them to apply it in their favour. Neglect of children is one of the most common forms of abuse in England and one of the most difficult areas to be identified by the agencies and people preoccupied with safeguarding children. It is a form of abuse that can have a negative impact ont he children’s entire life, until maturity. ONS (2021) states that neglect was the most common category of child abuse in 2019 and that there were registered 25,330 cases in 31st March 2019. There are four types of neglect: physical, emotional, medical, and educational. The procedures that are included when neglect is discovered are reporting and assessing the case with a tool named Graded Care Profile 2, which helps professionals assess the level of care the child is receiving. Furthermore, a policy that is solely focusing on negect is ‘Working Together’ which represents a framework which helps authorities and agencies to work together ti safeguard children and promote the welfare of children in England.
In addition, in order for safeguarding to be applied to children and for the legislation to be put into action, there must be some forms of organizations that will preoccupy their activity on supporting and protecting the children of England. Some of these agencies are: Save the Children, NSPCC, Childline, Action for Children.
IV. Key Safeguarding Agencies in England and the UK
Save the Children is an organization that is focusing on safeguarding the children and helping raise awareness in society through campaigns and multiple research. Save the Children’s mission is for all children to be protected from abuse, neglect, violence, and exploitation. On their official websites are posted polices regarding child safeguarding, codes of conduct and behaviours, and guides for parents and carers. In addition, their practices rely on education, food and medicine. Save the Children (2021) demonstrates that it has helped £289 million being raised in the UK with the help of their supporters in order to protect the children.  Action for Children is an agency which provides prsctocal and emotional support to families in need, helps children all over the UK and works with decision-markers to make sure the government legislation is efficient and sufficient enough to protect the children (Action for Children, 2021). Their policy relies on making children heard and help them as much as they can, as well as carrying out research and campaigns in order to call out the government to act for in the children’s favour. This agency is one of the most famous one in England and it has proven countless times that its interest is to make sure that the children are safeguarded and that the carers and local authorities are doing their best in keeping them safe and protected from any forms of abuse. NSPCC is the most well-known service for safeguarding children and protecting them in England and the entire UK.  Their policy regards the protection of all children and how it is such a big responsibility to prevent abuse. Their standards are in accordance with all agencies, organizations and voluntary groups in order to keep children and young people safe, minimise risk and comply with the legislation. Their practices are following appropriate templates, reports and assessments a well as reliable information in order to implicate themselves in cases and work with them efficiently. Grierson (2020) states that the NSPCC has identified a numbe of child suicide deaths that has increased during lockdown because of the abuse, but it is too early to say if it will become a trend (a continuously growth in child suicide cases). Nonetheless, this agency also offers a helpline which displays a number of services and support for those who need it and works closely with local authorities and partners in order to supress the cases of child abuse in England or at least try to create an environment which will be advantageous in trying to prevent these situations to happen.



Conclusion
In conclusion, this essay offers a detailed, critical perspective upon safeguarding children in England, a practice that has been around for a long time in the UK, but still keeps on changing for the better. Therefore, it will be presented the notion of safeguarding, what does it mean and what is the impact of it in England, some key legislations which have been applied in this process of protecting children and keeping them away from harm, four main types of abise which are frequently met in these cases (Physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, neglect), and some of the top agencies in England which are focusing on saving the children, supporting them, and trying to prevent them from getting abused.
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