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Introduction

Language development in early childhood is an essential part of a child's life. It allows a
child to communicate, express feelings, learn, think and build a relationship. Learning,
understanding, enjoying and using language is the first step in literacy and forms the
basis of reading and writing. Developing oral language skills allows children to read and
write. Reading and sharing books will allow a child to develop and expand his
vocabulary, promote bonding, provide him with a sense of safety and improve
communication skills (Raising Children, 2022). Storytelling is one of the oldest forms of
entertainment and communication in every culture worldwide. It is a way of recording
and transferring historical events from generation to generation. Nowadays, storytelling
is a convenient and affordable option that covers oracy, language and literacy in many
educational contexts. Research shows that good storytelling helps engagement and
understanding, promotes imagination so a listener can visualize the concept and
provides the children with a sense of belonging essential for good classroom pedagogy.
The effects of Covid 19 were tragic and restrictive people were stuck in their houses.
Educational storytelling has taken a new dimension from face-to-face to virtual
environments. World storytelling institutes have organized different virtual workshops to
improve the storytelling skills of educators and to accommodate the needs of young

learners (Perseverance, Performance and Pedagogy in the Pandemic, 2020).

Benefits of Storytelling

The art of storytelling is as old as ancient times, a long-standing tradition not to be
confused with book reading. There are varying styles of storytelling like reading from a
book, memorizing the story or characters, and watching or listening on an electronic
device. Stories develop a strong emotional connection with a listener, takes him in a
trans-like state improve engagement and imagination in young children. The research
shows that storytelling allows children to become good listeners, and good readers,
building vocabulary and having countless literacy benefits. According to researchers,

there are several benefits of storytelling in children and adults including engagement,
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imagination, control, understanding of the world, building community, enhancing
memory, support early literacy and development. During storytelling, children create a
picture of the story in their minds. Agosto conducted research in a school setting by
telling two different stories and children were asked to draw images and write words
related to the story. The study showed that storytelling had a positive impact on
visualization, cognitive engagement, critical thinking and sequencing. These skills are
bound to improve the literacy skills of a child including language development in young
children (Agosto, 2016).

According to Ericson's theory of psychosocial development, a child from infancy to
adulthood passes through eight different psychosocial stages. Each stage could have a
positive or negative impact on his personality development. During the first two years, a
child earns trust and develops bonds with the primary caregivers. From two until the age
of four years, a child begins to express feelings. If he is supported in a positive way this
could have a lifelong effect on personality development. Reading a story to a young child
will allow him to explore and understand the world, equip him with new words, and a close
bonding time with his mother to give him a sense of security and comfort. Bowlby's
Attachment Theory the need to have a secure attachment in the early years of a child's
life. With the help of a secure attachment, the child is eager to explore and learn (Bates,
2019). Both developmental theories emphasize the importance of trust and building
relationships during the early stages of a child's life. Similarly, storytelling allows children
a fun, safe and secure environment essential to develop healthy relationships and

enhances the learning abilities of a child.

The story narrated in the first video is named 'There was an old lady who swallowed a
fly. It is a rhyming story read to children three to four years old. A rhyming story is a
simple story that rhymes, allows the children to understand the rhyming word by
repetition that supports the development of memory, and improves listening and
speaking skills. The rhyming stories are short and quick, can be read any time of the day
and can be easily incorporated into the daily learning routine. It is a creative way of

improving early literacy and allowing children to take an interest in rhythm and patterns.
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Repetitive phrases and words are easy to remember and to enhance phonological
awareness children need to be exposed to simple spoken language. Not only do rhymes
act as a vocabulary booster but they also help in a child's physical development,
balance, coordination, and fine and gross motor skills by encouraging children to
perform actions on the songs. Rhymes also support the numeracy and literacy aspects
of early years education by counting objects in the story like in this scenario counting
animals that the old lady ate. The use of prompts in the story not only supports visual
interest, attention and engagement but also improves language and communication
skills. According to Dervla Hayes, a speech-language therapist wrote in the article use of
gestural, visual or physical prompts allows the child to imitate. Prompting is a strategy
which allows children to make correct choices and have a better learning experience.
Research shows that prompting is an effective intervention for children with additional
learning needs (Hayes, 2021). Physical gestures allow the children to express
themselves and open opportunities for role play like dressing up as an old lady. The
Early Years Curriculum of Wales recognizes the uniqueness of every child and focuses
on meaningful play-based learning opportunities. The art of storytelling supports the five
developmental pathways of belonging, exploration, communication, well-being and
physical development that align with the New Early Years Curriculum of Wales (Early
years Wales, 2022).

Language Development and Early literacy from pre-Birth to seven years

Language development is an important part of a child's life closely monitored by
professionals. After six months of gestation, an unborn child can hear the sounds
outside the mother's body. Hearing comforting sounds will familiarize the child with
certain sounds after birth. According to the Welsh Government, the stages of speech
and language development provide a clear picture of a child's oracy. A child from zero
to three months old can recognize his parents' voices and make vocal sounds like
cooing. Between the age of three to six months, a child moves their head towards the
sound and begins babbling and smiling. At the age of six to 12 months, he recognizes

his name, imitates the first word and enjoys rhymes. Between 12 to 18 months starts to
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respond to simple instruction and use at least 20 single words and plays alone. From 18
months to two years, improved focus and began to use basic two or three words
sentences. A two to three years old child begins to use descriptive language and is
interested in playing with others. At the age of three or four, a child understands the
concept of taking turns, imitates conversation with curiosity at its peak, and enjoys
listening to stories and playing with other children. When a child reaches the age of four
to five uses long complex sentences, understands others' points of view, maintains

conversation and laughs at jokes (Welsh Government, 2015).

Technology is shaping education and stores a wealth of resources for both teachers and
learners. Classes have become more student-centered catering to the needs of every
child. The second story presented in the video is named 'The Three Billy Goats Gruff'.
The story is via digital content showing visual prompts and expressive language. Using a
wide variety of words, asking questions and interacting with children improves language
and communication skills. Nowadays, technology has become a part of our life and
children are being too exposed to technology from a very early age at home and in
educational settings. Technology provides meaningful experiences in a classroom
environment and has a major impact on the early development of a child including early
literacy and oracy. Technology allows exposure to a wide range of resources and
improves children's social and emotional development. A recent study by Werling
conducted in an early year’s classroom showed that while using technological devices
children engage in cooperative play by sharing materials, taking turns, communicating
and interacting with each other. Solving simple puzzles in collaboration with each other.
Induces child-directed learning that improves critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
Another aspect of using technology is improved motor skills and a sensory experience
for young children by using touch screens. From the use of technology, children are
exposed to a wide range of vocabulary, music and rhymes that improve memory skills
that promote early literacy and numeracy. Technology also has a tremendous impact on
mathematical development. Children struggling with numeracy skills perform better with

digital mathematical games makes learning exciting. (Werling, 2020).
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In the New Curriculum of Wales, the Oracy comes under the umbrella of language,
literacy and communication focusing on listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.
Develop children into healthy confident individuals allowing them to become valued
members of society by promoting effective language and communication skills (Welsh
Government, 2022). Oracy is defined as listening and speaking skills, the ability to
express oneself. It has a similar importance as literacy which includes reading and
writing. One cannot deny the importance of communication skills, a child who struggles
to communicate at the age of five is twice likely to have mental health difficulties at the
age of 34. It is a statutory requirement to teach all the aspects of Oracy. Including social
interaction like taking a turn, nonverbal cues like pronunciation, intonations also

everyday listening and speaking skills (Lodge, 2020)

Bruner emphasized a child-centred approach. He suggested that the role of a
practitioner is to facilitate learning by encouraging children's curiosity, imagination and
exploration. Similarly, Bandura also believed that a child's learning is exclusive to a
child's perceives the information from his surroundings. It is called social learning. He
suggested that children learn through positive and negative experiences via role
modelling. Jean Piaget, a cognitive theorist proposed that people's knowledge is based
on their experiences which are influenced by their social, physical and emotional stages
of development. All these theories relate to the importance of storytelling. Stories are an
important part of a child's life. With stories, a child creates his own world. Stories with
expressions, prompts, gestures and changes in voice tone provide a child with a rich
imaginative learning environment unique to a child. Every child perceives information
according to his understanding and experiences promoting a child-centred approach

which proves the theory of Bruner, Bandura and Piaget (Bates, 2021).
Conclusion

The storytelling approach used in this piece of work is traditional style storytelling from a
book with visual prompts, dressing up and role modelling. However, the second

approach was based on digital technology with a computer using gestures, repetition,
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pronouncing and repeating words. Storytelling not only brings a language learning
experience, but it also promotes literacy and numeracy skills of a child by simple
repetition of words, use of gestures, fidgety body movements and facial expressions
promoting the physical, emotional and cognitive development of a child. Various child
development theorists Like Piaget, Bruner, Bandura, Ericson and Bowlby emphasize the
importance of storytelling in early years education. In comparison to traditional ways of
storytelling, the digital approach of narrating a story also has similar benefits on literacy,

numeracy and language development.
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