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This essay will compare a range of issues which impact on children’s lives in Wales and Brazil. The definition of childhood will be considered and what it looks like within these countries. How children’s rights are promoted and whether they are carried out will be discussed, as well as public policies and laws that Brazil and Wales have with regards to housing and education. 
[bookmark: _Hlk509830751]Clark (2016) has the view that the definition of childhood can vary. For example, he states that the childhood of a street child living in Brazil, fending for themselves, would be different to the childhood of a British child of the same age, who would be about to start formal schooling. Similarly, according to Penn (2006), childhood in the Northern and Southern halves of the world looks very different. Rosling (2010) defines the differences as the level of development within countries around the world. He states that in industrialised countries, the population is educated, healthy, rich and have small families, while in developing countries food, shelter and clothes are priorities and families are larger. Penn (2006) believes that a root cause of these differences is the economic inequality between the North and South which can be attributed to globalisation. 
According to Waller (2014), the examples of these varying childhoods shows that there are multiple childhoods which may be based on economic and geographical factors, as well as ethnicity, gender, class and time. Historically, Ariès (1973) believed that in medieval times, the idea of a childhood did not exist, once children no longer needed the constant care of their mothers they were considered a part of adult society. He came to this conclusion by researching medieval writings about age and development, looking at art and how children were dressed, the games and pastimes they took part in and the emotional attitudes expressed towards children by adults. However, Pollock (1983) disputes Ariès theory by stating that parents have always cared for their children. She critiques Ariès by claiming he was wrong to base his research on the image of childhood taken from public texts and art which depict attitudes towards children. Rather, Pollock based her studies on primary sources such as personal diaries, autobiographies, wills and letters written by adults and children during 1500 to 1700 (Wright, 2015). Pollock (1983) gives examples of parents from this period grieving at the death of their child. Clarke (2004) notes how the evidence used by Pollock would have been restricted to the upper and middle classes who were literate.
Postman (1994) argues that in society today, childhood is disappearing as a result of modern technologies such as television. He believes that through mass media children are being exposed to the same information and knowledge as adults, and he suggests that the increasing rates of crime, sexual activity, alcoholism and drug taking amongst children is evidence of this disappearing childhood. Leonard (2016) supports Postman’s claims by stating that the internet is further adding to the problem. However, Clark (2016) disputes Postman’s evidence by claiming that the rise in crime rates could be consistently increasing due to new laws creating new crimes and better recording systems. Clark also states that the claim of increasing alcoholism, sexual activity and drug taking are difficult to prove without valid statistics. 
According to Siencyn (2010), Wales is a small country in the west of the United Kingdom (UK). The population of Wales was estimated to be just over 3.1 million during 2017 (Office for National Statistics, 2018), and in 2010 nineteen percent of the population was under eighteen years (Siencyn, 2010). According to Welsh Government (2018), eighty percent of Welsh land is used for agriculture, with the most dominant farming activity being sheep and cattle farming followed by dairy farms (Statistics for Wales, 2016). The official languages spoken in Wales are English and Welsh (Siencyn, 2010) with one fifth of the population claiming to speak Welsh (Welsh Government, 2018). The Foundation Phase in Wales allows for a curriculum where the Welsh language is embedded into learning, allowing all children in Wales the opportunity to become bilingual (Siencyn, 2010; Curriculum for Wales, 2015).
According to Nations Online (2018), Brazil is the largest country in South America, occupying approximately fifty percent of the continent. They state that Brazil had a population of 207.6 million in 2017 and twenty four percent of the population is aged between zero and fourteen years (Humanium, no date a). Nations Online (2018), BrazilGovNews (2018) and Penn (2006) state that Portuguese is the official language spoken in Brazil. Humanium (no date a) states that a quarter of the population of Brazil lives below the poverty line. They claim that approximately eighty percent of the population lives in urban areas, and it is here that a difference is noticeable, the rich live in affluent areas of the cities while the poor live in the favelas. Penn (2006) acknowledges that in Brazil levels of inequality are great. According to Maguire et al. (2014) and Vox (2016), favelas often lack basic services and public investment due to their unregulated and irregular nature.
The Realisation of Children’s Rights Index was created by Humanium, it indicates how children’s rights are realised and respected within countries by grading them on a scale from zero to ten (Humanium, no date c). They have graded the UK as being in a good situation at 9.02, while Brazil has noticeable problems at 7.76. According to UNICEF (2018), both Wales as a member of the UK, and Brazil have accepted the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). However, Child Rights International Network (2018) states that although Brazil has put children’s rights into law, the reality is that for most children within the country they are not protected as they live in extreme poverty which leaves them vulnerable to exploitation and violence. CCTV Americas Now (2013) believes that Brazil has a world class economy but from a child’s perspective it is a third world country as far as children’s rights are concerned. Similarly, Holland (2017) acknowledges that in Wales more needs to be done to promote children’s rights across all sectors. However, in Wales all policies and legislation regarding children is underpinned by the UNCRC. According to Holland (2017), children’s rights are realised through the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011, the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. Holland (2017) is also the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, and her role is to listen to and support children and to be a voice for children by influencing the government and other organisations to promote children’s best interests (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2018). But Cregan and Cuthbert (2014) note the contradictions between the UNCRC which promotes children as rights-bearing individuals, and the welfare policies governments create to protect children. They question whether children should be involved in policy making, or should children be treated as objects of concern who need protecting? 
For the children who live in the favelas in Brazil, the reality is that they are not protected by any authorities, Vox (2016) states that within the favelas there is no formal government and as a result people live in poverty and neglect. According to Child Rights International Network (2018), for families experiencing poverty in Brazil there is a daily struggle for food and shelter, with no support available for health or education. Life in Rocinha (2011) confirms that in Rio de Janeiro, there is no welfare system or public housing to help poor people so the only alternative is to live in the favelas. Wurth (2017) states that more than a third of Brazil’s population does not have access to a continuous supply of water, and that almost half of these people are not connected to a wastewater system. Consequently, she describes how raw sewage goes directly into the environment, which is usually close to homes and open waterways. The effects of this on children’s health have been exposed in the Zika syndrome outbreak which has affected Brazil (Klasing, 2017). Klasing claims that the underinvestment in public water and wastewater services has directly worsened the increase of the mosquitos. In view of this, Maguire et al. (2014) suggests that sixty-five percent of residents living in favelas are now considered to be Brazil’s new middle class, and despite their relatively low incomes, these communities are a long way from being slums as they are often portrayed. However, O’Donnell (2010a) claims that in poor neighbourhood’s families get their running water from a public tap, usually share only one bed in the house and food is often prepared on the bathroom floor due to lack of space within the home.
In comparison, as Oxfam (2018) describes, poverty in Wales is not about starvation, drought or war, as is the case in developing countries. They describe poverty in Wales as not having enough money to cover everyday living expenses, such as buying enough food, paying gas and electricity bills or suitable clothing for the winter. However, benefits are available for families on a low income (Citizens Advice, 2018a) and local authorities have a legal duty to provide suitable housing if families are homeless (Citizens Advice, 2018b). However, as seen in the documentary Poor Kids (Real Stories, 2016), housing provided by local authorities is often damp, which can lead to health problems. The documentary states that eighty five percent of children who live in damp conditions suffer respiratory problems which can then affect school attendance. The evidence shows, that when children have low school attendance there is a direct link to low levels of educational achievement (Department for Education, 2011).
According to Powell-Chandler (2014), one in three children in Wales live in a family where the income is sixty percent below the average for the United Kingdom. Wales’ government initiatives such as Flying Start, Families First and Communities First, were created with the aim of tackling poverty, and Powell-Chandler states that that they are working. Children in Wales (2017) agrees that these programmes do make a difference to children experiencing poverty, however, they also found that more were needed, and that families should be assessed on need rather than whether they live in areas identified as being deprived. Similarly, Siencyn (2010) believes that programmes such as these, which are allocated by postcode, are not an appropriate model for rural areas where poverty may be hidden.
When we consider Maslow’s hierarchy of needs in Brazil, for the majority of poor families it is difficult for them to achieve the bottom level of basic physiological needs such as food, shelter, water and clothing, therefore it is difficult for them to progress to the next level which is feelings of safety (Huitt, 2007). However, in Wales these basic needs are provided to families through public policies (Citizens Advice, 2018a; Citizens Advice, 2018b), particularly when young children are involved, therefore, it could be assumed that although children in Wales experience poverty, their quality of life experiences are significantly improved when compared to Brazil.
Arganda (2017) states that due to Brazilian families being too poor to feed their children they often abandon them, and this is the most common reason for children living homeless on the streets, with children as young as five being abandoned. According to Franzin et al. (2014), abandonment is the most extreme form of child abuse and neglect and it affects children’s physical, social, emotional and intellectual development (Norman et al., 2012). The study by Franzin et al. (2014) confirms the relationship between a lack of policies and government assistance and the high levels of poverty, neglect and abandonment of children living in Brazil. Arganda (2017) states that children who live on the streets survive by finding food in rubbish bins, begging, stealing and street performing. She continues that their environment consists of child trafficking, drugs, sexual exploitation, prostitution and hard labour, so it is difficult for the child not to get exploited and involved in a life of crime. However, Scott (2014) describes how many street children in Brazil enjoy playing football and listening to music as recreational outlets which is good for their well-being and development. Penn (2006) states how adults in Brazil view the behaviour of older children to be disruptive and potentially dangerous. Scott (2014) notes that street children are often targeted by the Pacifying Police Unit (UPP) due to the criminal stigma associated with these children, the UPP indiscriminately engages with them whether the children are violent or not, usually resulting in the death of the child. Vox (2016) and Canineu (2018) state that Brazil has a reputation for police brutality and a disrespect for basic human rights, with satistics showing that for every twenty-three arrests in Brazil there is one death, compared to the United States of America where there is one death in every thirty-seven thousand arrests (Vox, 2016). Phillips (2018) reports on how in the Maré favela in Rio de Janeiro, two children were killed by gunfire during a police operation where the UPP were attempting to pacify a battle between two rival drug gangs. 
In Wales, it is compulsory for children to attend school between the ages of five and sixteen years, most children attend a school which is financially maintained by a local authority (Law Wales, 2016). However, under the Welsh Governments (2017a) free childcare initiative children are entitled to at least ten hours free, part time education in a school or funded nursery as part of the Foundation Phase curriculum from the term after their third birthday. Furthermore, children who live within a Flying Start area can receive free quality childcare from the age of two (Welsh Government, 2017b). Welsh Government (2017b) states the aim of this early years programme is to improve the outcomes for children from disadvantaged communities and to ensure a seamless transition into the Foundation Phase Curriculum. Curriculum for Wales (2015) provides a curriculum where young children can learn through play, with first hand experiences indoors and out providing opportunities for children to gain an understanding of themselves whilst also discovering the world around them. They state that the Foundation Phase places an emphasis on positive parent partnerships with the school. With this in mind, Cotton and Wikeland (1989:6) state that ‘disadvantaged children have the most to gain from parent involvement programmes’. Hornby (2011) claims that these benefits for children are improved educational attainment, better behaviour and attitudes while in school and higher levels of attendance. 
According to Welsh Government (2017b), Flying Start also provides parenting support programmes to help families understand the importance of good parenting, reduce risks, and strengthen their parenting capacity. Moullin et al. (2014) suggests that poverty does not directly affect children, it happens indirectly through the high levels of stress it creates for families.  Flying Start (2017) suggests that children from disadvantaged areas are more likely to experience Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs), for example the separation of parents, parental incarceration, child maltreatment, mental illness, drug use and domestic abuse. Moullin et al. (2014), National Scientific Council on the Developing Child (2012) and Moran (2010) all state that these types of situations can make parents inattentive, unresponsive, inconsistent and possibly hostile towards their children, which over time impacts the development of the child by disrupting the wiring of the brain, creating insecure attachments, and negatively affecting the behaviour, health and learning of the child. Save the Children (2016) conducted a survey questioning primary school teachers in Wales on the effects of poverty and children’s attainment in school. Seventy-nine percent of teachers stated that poverty had a negative impact on children, and that they routinely see children entering school with poor speech and language skills. Save the Children (2016) states that early language skills form the basis for children’s development, ability to learn, social skills, behaviour and their confidence. Statistics for Wales (2017) found that at three years of age, eighty-one percent of children in Flying Start areas reached, exceeded or were within one age band of their developmental norms, indicating that the Flying Start programme has a positive impact on children.
Similar to Wales, the Federal Government of Brazil requires all children between the age of seven and fourteen years to attend school, however, it is rarely enforced due to many children living in rural areas and the need for them to work for money for their families (Meyer, 2010). CCTV Americas Now (2013) claims that a third of children do not attend school due to working for their families despite laws which ban child labour (O’Donnell, 2010a). Leme et al. (2012) and Life in Rocinha (2011) believe that public education is poor in Brazil, and even more so for the children in the favelas and that it is considered a privilege reserved for the middle and upper classes. Marteleto and Dondero (2016:1189) state that in Brazil there is also a racial inequality with regards to education, ‘A long line of research has provided empirical support for the notion that non-whites suffer severe disadvantages in social and economic opportunities.’ Meyer (2010) states that public school buildings are often neglected and dilapidated and usually lack plumbing and heating, which she claims has led to a continuous cycle where high rates of illiteracy and unemployment have meant that parents then need their children to go to work rather than school to bring in extra money. O’Donnell (2010a) confirms that child labour limits possibilities as an adult. According to CCTV Americas Now (2013), child labour is a problem in some communities, Brazil is a country which has a strong economy but is a society which is struggling to give up its old habits. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The examples of child labour in O’Donnell (2010a; 2010b) show how children must work ten hours a day, seven days a week to help provide an income for their families. Young children in the video by O’Donnell (2010a) are seen either barefoot or in sandals in a rubbish dump searching through bags of refuse for cans and bottles which can be sold to a middle man. The work is dangerous as there is the possibility of getting sick from waste which is polluted or run over by the lorries that drive through. In O’Donnell (2010b) a nine-year-old boy is seen breaking rocks with a hammer to sell as gravel. He describes the work as boring, how his hands get sore and tired from lifting the hammer and how the stones and dust gets in his eyes which makes him sad. The children speak of a childhood where they have been unable to play, go to the park or rest, they are resigned to a life of labour with no prospects (CCTV Americas Now, 2013; O’Donnell, 2010a; O’Donnell, 2010b; Penn, 2006). However, UNICEF have created a scholarship programme where children can attend school full time and in return the programme pays the children’s families for any income lost from the child working (CCTV Americas Now, 2013; O’Donnell, 2010b). As a result of this programme one million children have been able to leave their jobs and achieve a full-time education. Research by Leme et al. (2012) found that when states within Brazil hired private institutions to provide a structured pedagogical approach to classrooms, children’s levels of achievement increased significantly. The structured approach consisted of a curriculum where textbooks and learning materials were provided to teachers and students, with access to an educational website offering instructions and advice.
To conclude, when the effect of poverty on children’s learning is considered, both in Wales and Brazil, without support interventions in place the outlook for these children does not look good, and thus becomes a cycle which is difficult to break. However, in both countries it has been shown that when systems are in place, changes and improvements can be made with regards to parenting, suitable housing and education. This essay has shown that being poor in a country such as Wales looks very different to being poor in a country such as Brazil. As Penn (2006) states, it is possible to be considered poor by your countries living standards and experience a life of misery and hopelessness, yet still have access to free health care, education, and receive welfare benefits. However, she acknowledges that none of these things can be taken for granted in other countries. 
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