Session 7 – Writing workshop in the Special Collections Library

Journeys
Grandpa Jack was a gentle man,
a gentle regular killer.
Man of the north fighting for King and country, before the shilling was bit.
Packed off on a train, then ship, armoured car and camel,
did he ever entwine the Kernow of the regiment with his broad Lancastrian vowels?
To Egypt seasick on the sea of sand as the camels spat back,
burnt then frozen, repeat,
burn and freeze repeat, the desert is a bitch he always said.
Repeat until the co-ordinates are reached,
X marks the spot of the killing zone.
Crawl, watch, look, duck, look, watch, crawl
then check still alive.
Aim, fire, retreat, the enemy amorphous.
This sniper returns behind the lines, rather shoot that bastard Lawrence
than those poor sods out there in the dark,
dirty little man, he’d tell no-one for fifty years.
1917 from Cairo to Archangel a bloody volunteer, lets evacuate them all, 
too late,
just go home said the red coats in plumes and resplendent with swords.
Off to Blighty, smell that sea air, look the Isle of Man he said and waved,
but along came SM UB-64, 
13.12.1919 was his significant date,
[bookmark: _GoBack]the torpedo, killed one hundred and one men and boys, not Jack.
Home and marriage, hooray, the end of the war,
no work no home no money, better stay in then says he.
Off to Germany, 1922, lets build a new country said the occupying forces,
such devastation he told us,
I felt such shame, but the opera still sang, so I watched and listened.
A child is born, please leave the uniform behind pleads Elfreda, she wins the fight.
This man, this small gentle man, this gentle killer, scarred by conflict, 
in mind and body left the khaki behind.
Five decades of polishing furniture and tending the lavender gardens at the back of the house,
Jack just survives.
Pacifist yes, protector yes, coward yes he said,
the conundrum of age and class still unresolved in 1970.
Our hero, our idol, but in his eyes
what did he still see?
He journeyed full circle and prayed to the God he never believed in
to save his sons and their children.

