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Introduction



Jiang Kui 姜夔 (1155-1235)

44

 Formal name: Yao Zhang

 Alternative name: Baishi Daoren

 Born in Poyang, Raozhou (now part of Jiangxi Province)

Poyang,
Jiangxi province



Jiang Kui 姜夔 (1155-1235)
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 Outstanding Poet, composer of ci 

 Renowned Composer, guqin Player, and Music Theorist in the 
History of Chinese Literature and Music of the Southern Song 
dynasty

 One of the ten greatest musicians in ancient China

 Poetry, prose, calligraphy, and music are all masterfully executed：
Another rare artistic all-rounder after Su Shi 蘇軾 (1037-1101)

 Achieved the highest accomplishments in poetry, composition, and
music

a form of classical poetry 
conforming to a definite pattern



Jiang Kui 姜夔 (1155-1235)
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 Zhang Yan 張炎 (1248-c. 1320)：

Jiang Kui’s ci style was ethereal.

Zhang Yan Jiang Kui

1. The era Jiang lives in

2. Jiang’s personal life experiences

Gao Wen 高文 and Ding Jiyuan 丁紀園, Baishi daoren gequ yipu xinzhu 白石道人歌曲譯譜新註 (Kaifeng：Henan daxue chubanshe, 2014).



Influence of the Times on 
Jiang’s Ci Style



The Times Jiang Lives In
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1138：

 the Jurchen attacked on the domestication 
region of the Southern Song dynasty.

 Capital moved from today’s Kaifeng, Henan to 
Hangzhou, Zhejiang. 

Zhang Hong 張泓, ‘Qianyi shidai yu rensheng dui jiangkui cifeng de yingxiang’
淺議時代與人生對姜夔詞風的影響, Dazhong wenyi 大眾文藝, (2010).



The Times Jiang Lives In
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Southern Song dynasty：

 superior geographical environment

 economy revived 

 rulers indulge in entertainment and failed to 
realize that settling in the south was not a 
sustainable solution

Zhang Hong 張泓, ‘Qianyi shidai yu rensheng dui jiangkui cifeng de yingxiang’
淺議時代與人生對姜夔詞風的影響, Dazhong wenyi 大眾文藝, (2010).



The Times Jiang Lives In
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The Treaty of Shaoxing 
(Shaoxing Heyi 紹興和議)

1. Jurchen intruders

3. heavy domestic taxes and corvee

4. Class contradictions

5. Peasant uprisings

6. rulers were content with the prevailing 
circumstances, indulging in pleasure

2. paid Jurchen enormous amount 
of silver and other goods

‘ethereal’ 
ci style

Zhang Hong 張泓, ‘Qianyi shidai yu rensheng dui jiangkui cifeng de yingxiang’
淺議時代與人生對姜夔詞風的影響, Dazhong wenyi 大眾文藝, (2010).



11

L. E. R. Picken, ‘Secular Chinese Songs of the Twelfth Century’, Studia Musicologica Academiae 

Scientiarum Hungaricae, 8.1/4 (1966), 125–172, <https://doi.org/10.2307/901663> [Accessed 1 Mar. 2026].

Yangzhou Man 《揚州慢》

(Trans. L. E. R. Picken)

https://doi.org/10.2307/901663


Influence of social unrest on Jiang’s ci
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Facing empty city used to be flourished:

 No intense emotional outpouring

 Spoke with measured grace

 Feel his anguish through the soothing prose and serene imagery

Zhang Hong 張泓, ‘Qianyi shidai yu rensheng dui jiangkui cifeng de yingxiang’
淺議時代與人生對姜夔詞風的影響, Dazhong wenyi 大眾文藝, (2010).



Influence of Life Experiences 
on Jiang’s Ci Style



Jiang Kui: a wandering life
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At his 14th :

 Father passed away

 Lived with his elder 
sister for 17-18 years

1186:

 Traveled to Zhejiang 
at the invitation of 
Xiao Dezao 蕭德藻 (?-?)

 Get married

 Lived with the Xiao 
family at Huzhou for 
about 10 years

1197:

 Moved to Hangzhou 

 Relying on close 
friends Zhang Jian 張
鑑 (?-?) and Zhang Zi 
張鎡(1153-1235 ) for 
support for 10 years 
of destitution

After Zhang Jian's 
death:

 Became utterly 
destitute until his 
death in poverty and 
illness

· Aloof personality
· ci style: ethereal, clear, empty 

Zhang Hong 張泓, ‘Qianyi shidai yu rensheng dui jiangkui cifeng de yingxiang’
淺議時代與人生對姜夔詞風的影響, Dazhong wenyi 大眾文藝, (2010).
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L. E. R. Picken, ‘Secular Chinese Songs of the Twelfth Century’, Studia Musicologica Academiae 

Scientiarum Hungaricae, 8.1/4 (1966), 125–172, <https://doi.org/10.2307/901663> [Accessed 1 Mar. 2026].

Xinghua Tianying《杏花天影》

(Trans. L. E. R. Picken)

https://doi.org/10.2307/901663


Conclusion

 Ethereal 

 Empty & clear

 Simple & elegant

 Restrained & faint



Thank you
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