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Reflective commentary
This assignment is going to include Two parts, part One will be talking about Three Theorist's Skinner, Vygotsky and Chomsky and comparing their views and linking them to a school setting, practices and school policies. Part 2 will be a reflective commentary on a video presented by reading a story.
Literacy is the ability to read, write, speak, and listen to effectively communicate and understand the world. (National Literacy Trust, 2017): The importance of literacy and is identified as fundamental to the employment market requirements. The National Strategic Skills Audit for Wales 2012 identified literacy and numeracy as key components in one of the three cross-cutting areas of skills, „Employability and basic skills‟
Several theorists have made substantial contributions to the development of literacy, but the three theorists with the most influence on cognitive development and educational experiences are Chomsky, Skinner and Vygotsky, they all have different views on child development in literacy.
Chomsky is a credible expert in language development, his research in Language the Minister hailed Wales' 2009 PISA scores as a "wake up call to a complacent system" at a high-profile address on February 2, 2011.
 Two months ago, in a Cabinet statement, he stated that PISA is a reliable indicator of educational success. These findings cannot be contested or dismissed. Schools in Wales are not meeting the needs and expectations of our young people. get started in the nineteen sixties, and he believes that “humans have an inborn biological capacity for language, often termed the LAD, which predisposes them to acquire language” (Lemetyinen, 2022) According to him language does not have to be taught it's something we gain already when we are born.
Chomsky also states that “children who learn more than one language from birth would be more fluent in different languages and that native speakers would become more fluent by the age of Ten. (Tutor,2019)
[bookmark: _Int_gfUa3UQr]Searching Chomsky's theories, it shows that there is a lack of evidence to support his theories and he ignores the social interaction which is important in children's language. Certain children with disabilities have delayed language Chomsky cannot explain why (Tutor,2019)
However, Chomsky was criticized by Skinner, one of the experts on behaviourism. Skinner states that “language develops through innitation, reinforcement and environmental influence. Children learn words by copying the speech they hear and being corrected for example if a child asks for something and is given the item the child would find this rewarding and helps to enhance the speech.  (IAS EXPRESS, n.d.) 
However, Vygotsky's 1930s believes that language is developed and helped through interactions with adults and other children through play and social activities. Research has shown that children who engage more with adults and other children have better speech than those who do not. (Mcleod, 2024) The teacher's role in the settings links to Vygotsky theory by using good discourse, questioning and provoking the children to make forward thinking this is done in most settings.
According to the research (Lemetyinen, 2023) was found skinner (1957) proposed one of the early scientific reasons for language acquisition. As a pioneer of behaviourism, he explained language acquisition through environmental impact, imitation, reinforcement, and conditioning. According to this viewpoint, children learn vocabulary and grammar mostly by replicating what they hear and receiving positive feedback for proper usage.
Literacy is important. Without reading, it is difficult to live the life you want. From an early age, the ability to read and write helps you communicate. But if you have a rough start, it's easy to go back. (National Literacy Trust, 2017) In the school classroom setting children are encouraged to read induvial every day and with others, this helps with their reading skills and get a chance to read for pleasure in the book corner where they can grow their confidence and develop their social intellectual social skills.
Research shows that one in five children in the UK does not own a book, which also shows that children who enjoy reading and writing are happier in life and feel better about themselves. (National Literacy Trust, 2017b) 
Some settings use technology to read books these days but research has shown According to a study of early years practitioners, touch-screen technology is being used in twice as many settings as in 2013. Despite the importance of printed materials in children's early reading, one-quarter of practitioners do not believe in the use of touchscreen technology.  Practitioners are more likely to share written stories with children to help their literacy development, rather than relying on touch screen technology for learning. (National Literacy Trust Children’s early literacy practices at home and in settings 2014)
 By the age of Fourteen years old children and young people will develop skills in the following areas within literacy, oracy, reading and writing across the curriculum; however, Poverty can play an important role in a child's language development. Children from low-income families hear five thousand fewer words than children from high-income families understand up to twenty thousand words. This may be because low-income families may have to work two jobs and not have time to socialize with their children, stress may also be a part of the cause, and families may have low levels of education, example parents might not be able to read and write. (Palafox, 2017)
It would be helpful for teachers to know the background of all pupils as some pupils develop barriers to their learning, for example - lack of resources in schools and settings and different culture and languages. It can help by withdrawing pupils and attending intervention groups like speech and language, read write ink, hands on literacy, alexia programs involving ICT these activities help to build lots of self-esteem by using lots of praise and encouragement. Children are encouraged to develop their skills Children are encouraged to develop Their language skills through singing, taking, asking questions and listening it includes 3 different languages Welsh is taught throughout the day and French and Spanish once a week Welsh is very important in the setting as it's a school with a Welsh curriculum. 
Wales has worse literacy and numeracy scores compared to the UK, according to the most recent PISA findings (2009). This research study includes evidence from the Millennium Cohort Study. At age seven, literacy levels in Wales are like those in England, but lower. Welsh students had worse GCSE performance in English Language and Mathematics compared to England. This raises questions about their literacy and numeracy ability, despite the limitations of these credentials as a means of assessment.
Since 2008 schools are more pressurized now than then as Government have more concerns in literacy the Welsh government has responded to these pressures as seen in curriculum changes in 2002, there is more demand arts, culture, physical activity, sports, ICT, computing and place of second language (Welsh) as well as focusing on literacy. Teachers have access to training more which helps the children. Wales has made progress in raising standards of literacy and more money has been invested (www.gov.wales, 2023)
The video I presented is a video of me reading a story called “We are going to find a monster” with children aged five- six years old, year 1. The time of day I read this story was 12.05pm on a Friday afternoon. We have half day on Fridays for well-being, and children were preparing to go home at 12.15 pm in-between listening to the story.
I love reading these kinds of stories with a bit of rhyme in them, I find it easier to read and using different tones of voices when using rhyming is easier. I was nervous making this video as I hate being filmed, I am pretty good in front of people but for some reason once that video starts my nerves are shot, my voice stutters a lot when I know I'm being filmed and feel under pressure.
As time went my I was feeling more at ease and was just getting on with it and really didn't think of being filmed in the end, the children on the carpet were keeping me more occupied, not to think of it.
Looking back at this video I noticed there were a lot of disruptions, getting the pupils' things ready for home in-between was not very appropriate as it was distracting the children and they was not really listening they were watching the teacher give children's things out, making it harder for them to focus on the story also they were excited to go home.
 Another teacher walking into the reading session not realizing I was reading a story, which made the children loose interest straight away you cannot see in the video but there were two girls that could not stop laughing about the teacher walking in like that, it made me repeat the same paragraph twice, didn't realize I already read it, she made me all muddled up. 
The boy in the red top was very distracted he would not sit nicely for the session, this child wears hearing aids, I did not think at the time but looking back at this video I should of sat him more at the front for him to hear better and try and blank out background noises , he was very distracted, this could of been because he could not hear me also the distraction's did not help..
As you have probably noticed in the video a child told me I missed some pages in the story “yes I did “ Hahhaah, I didn't think they would notice but yes, they noticed, really it was nice to know some of the children were actually listening and remembered when this story was read to them before, I had no choice to skip pages as time was ticking by it was nearly time to go home so I skipped a few pages, but didn't make it sound like I did by using some of my own words.
You cannot see my one-to one in the video, but he didn't join in with the story. I think he was upset that I was reading with the whole class and not just him as you can hear myself asking him if he is ok and my one-to-one pupil told me to go away he has (ADHD)Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder , he cannot focus for periods of time, definitely not sitting on the carpet listening to a story, on the other hand he did enjoy the follow-up activity searching for the monsters. This pupil helped me choose this book the day before, he loves talking about scary things, so together we planned an activity to follow on and together we chose to go on a monster hunt the day after, this activity the whole class really enjoyed , I printed off 19 monster masks and made a sentence up “class 1 loves monsters”, and wrote each  letter onto each mask to make the sentence up and attached them to some string and hid them around my outdoor learning environment, we then searched around and collected  these masks  in groups, went back and tried to make the sentence up they loved working as a group, they laughed and worked  together trying to work out what the sentence was they really enjoyed it. 
I think reading the story at that time of the day was not appropriate for this class as they were probably feeling tired, trying to get their things ready for home, but it was the only time I could do it as i am always with my one to one which i find hard to do activities that don't involve just him.

Conclusion
[bookmark: _Int_xTSmdGdF]In my research I have have found that literacy is a big part of a child's education without literacy it would be hard to succeed in later life the government is trying their hardest to focus on literacy and achieve higher targets but I'm finding that there is a lot of pressure on schools and teachers at moment money, pressure and  to many boxes to tick these days. Policies have changed dramatically to 30 years ago, but the standards have improved teachers get more training, more resources more money invested. Covid has hit schools and education hard in the past few year's children have lost out on a lot of education so it would be hard to compare really over the past few years, as children have lost a lot of years in school I can see in my setting the children's confidence is slowly getting betters hopefully education will soon get better over the years but with my findings i do find polices are improving but i do not agree with so much pressure i do believe in teachers should spend more time teaching children than worrying about book work and how times have changed 30 years ago this was not a worry.
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