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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 

What is the reasoning for the amount of  knife crime amongst young people in deprived areas of the UK? And is the government doing enough to tackle the issue?

Knife crime in the UK has become a serious issue, with the number of people killed with a knife in 2021/2022 being the highest on record for 76 years, according to a report by the Office for National Statistics (Ng, 2023). As well as this a nationwide study of 13,000 teenagers found that one in eleven males had carried or used a weapon by the age of 17 (Centre for Longitudinal Studies, 2021).  This highlights that young people are being highly exposed to knife crime in the UK and stresses the need for intervention to avoid the issues surrounding the crime.  The problems associated with  knife carrying include that it presents an important public health problem where young people are at risk of being in grave danger and that it puts additional strain on public health services, of which are already at full capacity (Coid et al, 2021).  I believe that this topic is worthy for an undergraduate dissertation as it is very relevant to my subject area and a prevalent issue in the UK at this time, as well as this, it is an area of which I am very interested with a wide range of information available to be accessed through extensive research.
 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 

Three key objectives:

Identify whether young people are more vulnerable to knife crime

Evidence provided by (Brennan, 2017) suggests that there are three main reasons people carry knives.  These are for self-protection, self-presentation and utility.  Self-protection refers to fear and the idea of having a defensive weapon to deter being a victim of crime.  It can be argued that younger people are less able to protect themselves and become more likely to carry a knife for this reason.  Self-presentation explains the idea of carrying a weapon to gain respect from others, this could be particularly common amongst younger people wanting to gain the respect of others and.  Utility describes the carrying of a knife for the use crime such as theft and assault.  Young people who are from deprived backgrounds may turn to such crimes as a method of financial gain (McNeill and Walker, 2019).  This objective aims to confirm if this is true. 

Analyse historical trends, and the impact of covid on knife crime

Police recorded crime figures published by the Office for National statistics show a 21% increase in the amount of knife and offensive weapon related cases between the year ending September 2021 and the year ending September 2022.  This information may highlight an increase in police activity following the pandemic or whether the pandemic had resulted in higher levels of the crime (Ministry of Justice, 2023).  This objective will discover whether more younger people are using knives following the pandemic due to cases of deprivation and financial struggles as a result of such.
 

Assess the success of UK government strategies and responses currently in place to tackle knife crime?

Over the last few years, there has been a general increase in law enforcement to tackle knife crime, although there have been major investments alongside this.  In the financial year 2022/2023. the UK government allocated £130 million to tackle issues of serious violence including knife crime (Home office, 2022).  As well as this, since 2018 funding for projects that deter young people from crime has increased allowing £35 million to be funded into 18 violent reduction units across England and Wales, in an attempt to replicate the success of the Scottish violence reduction unit.  There have also been developments in knife crime prevention orders and public health approaches (Ryan, Brown and Holland, 2021).  This objective will analyse such responses and conclude whether the UK governments plans are a success or a failure.


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from.

A range of relevant journals, articles, government reports and strategic plans from organisations such as the criminal justice system and the government.

Knife crime statistics – House of Commons library.

The London Knife Crime Strategy.

Knife crime offender characteristics and interventions – a systematic review. – Browne, Green, Jareno-Ripoll and Paddock.

Knife crime on rise due to teenagers made vulnerable by pandemic – Independent – Ellie Ng.

Injury by knife crime amongst children is associated with socioeconomic deprivation: an observational study – Joe Reilly, Naumann, Morris, Blackburn and Brooks.

Understanding the causes of knife crime – College of Policing.

Knife and offensive weapon sentencing statistics: July to September 2022 – Ministry of Justice.

Tackling knife crime – House of Commons library. 




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered.

Qualitative methods will include surveys and questionnaires. Made by myself or gathered from previous research.  Information from charities such as lives not knives.

Quantitative research will include statistics of crime, the demographic and socioeconomic status of offenders and victims, and the reasoning for the crime being committed.


 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 

I intend to gather the perspectives of members of the general public in the form of a questionnaire.
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