Discuss the significance of the temple within different Jewish denominations. In your discussion please include primary and secondary sources. 
In this essay I'm going to address three areas that make the synagogue significant within Orthodox and Reform Judaism. These are the importance of the community, the significance of the architecture and importance of education within the synagogue. I've decided to focus on these three areas as they provide a significance to the synagogue for both Reform and Orthodox Judaism. Furthermore, I'm only going to focus on Reform and Orthodox Judaism as they are the two most polarising denominations and therefore highlight that the synagogue is significant throughout Judaism. 
The synagogue is significant within Judaism as it has three main functions, these are the House of Assembly, the House of Prayer and House of Study[footnoteRef:1]. As a result, synagogue is primarily significant for these three reasons however they are also other, although arguably less significant, reasons why the synagogue is significant in different denominations within Judaism.  [1:  L. S. Weissbach, ‘Special issue on Synagogue Architecture in Context’, Jewish History, 25(1) (2011), pp. 1-11 (p.1)] 

The first reason that the synagogue is significant in different denominations is that it provides a permanent place where people can come together as the synagogue is considered a Beit Knesset or House of Assembly. Within Orthodox Judaism, the synagogue is significant as it allows a permanent place with a minyan can come together for communal worship. This is significant for Orthodox Judaism as it allows for all prayers such as the kaddish[footnoteRef:2] to be read out, which is one of the concluding prayers to the service in the synagogue. As a result, the synagogue has particular significance in Orthodox Judaism as it allows for a full service to be completed and it helps to pull the community together. The synagogue is also an important for the aspect of community with an Orthodox Judaism as it is a place where traditions of Judaism can be preserved and maintained. This is especially important within Orthodox Judaism as there is no central structure[footnoteRef:3]. As a result, the synagogue is significant to ensure that all members of the community understand the teachings of the Hebrew Bible. [2:  N. De Lange , An introduction to Judaism (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010) p.115]  [3:  E. Segal, Introducing Judaism (Routledge: Oxon, 2009), p.119] 

The synagogue is also important within Reform Judaism as again it helps to develop a sense of community. However, unlike Orthodox Judaism, the synagogue in reform Judaism is used as a community hub to help promote diversity within the Jewish community. For example, within reform synagogues members are more inclusive of women, such as by allowing female rabbis. For example, the first female rabbi, Regina Jonas, was ordained in 1935[footnoteRef:4]. As a result, the synagogue is important within reform Judaism is it both helps to an aspect of community as well as helping to highlight the differences in their teaching compared to Orthodox Judaism.  [4:  Jewish Women's Archive, Women Rabbis, 2019 https://jwa.org/rabbis [Accessed: 14 November 2019]] 

The second reason that the synagogue is significant within Judaism is as it considered the Beit midrash (house of assembly). As a result, the synagogue is considered as important as it helps to educate people on the teachings of the Torah as well as the history through the service of the synagogue. For example, that Talmud teaches that “study is worth as much as ritual sacrifice” (Menahot 110a). This highlights the importance of education within Judaism as sacrificed also has a significant role with an early Judaism. Furthermore, as education is a key element of the synagogue, the importance of the synagogue then puts further significance on the synagogue for different denominations. Within reform Judaism, education is also important as it is a crucial part of the confirmation ceremony which was created to supplement the bar mitzvah ceremony[footnoteRef:5].  [5:  Collage of Charleston, Life in synagogue, 2018 <https://lifeofthesynagogue.library.cofc.edu/?page_id=522> [accessed 14 November 2019]] 

The synagogue is also important for Orthodox Judaism as a result of education as the synagogue is the place of study of the Torah and Mishnah. Furthermore, education plays a vital role for all Jews, and puts emphasis on education after confirmation, as the bar mitzvah is only the start of full engagement with the Hebrew texts[footnoteRef:6]. The synagogue is therefore significant within Orthodox Judaism as it is where the continual engagement with the Torah and Talmud can take place by the teachings of Rabbis. [6:  D. Resnick, ‘Confirmation education from the Old World to the New: a 150 year follow up’, Modern Judaism, 31(2), (2011), 213-228 (p.216) ] 

The synagogue is also important with an Orthodox Judaism as it helps to remember the destruction of the temple in 70 CE. This is as the Ark in the synagogue recalls the Ark that was in the Holy of Holies in both Temple and the Tabernacle when Moses was travelling through the desert. This gives the synagogue significance as it provides a constant physical reminder of the Temple, which was such a significant centre of ancient Judaism, as it was considered the earthly residents of the Lord. This gives the synagogue significance within Orthodox Judaism as it provides a place where people can go to receive practical advice and teachings on what the laws of the halakha is other than from the Torah. Furthermore, the synagogue is significant as it is the place where ritual objects are stored and maintained[footnoteRef:7], therefore providing a space to remember the history and traditions of their religion. The importance of remembering traditions can clearly be seen in many aspects of Judaism, for example the Hebrew Bible states “only guard yourself and guard your soul carefully, lest you forget the things your eyes saw at lest these things depart your heart all the days of your life. And you shall make them known to your children and to your children's children” (Deuteronomy 4:9). This highlights the importance of the tradition of remembering events that happened such as the Shoah or the destruction of the temple. The synagogue then provides a space to allow this Remembrance to take place.  [7:  L. S. Weissbach, ‘Special issue on Synagogue Architecture in Context’, (p.1)] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion the synagogue is significant within both reform and Orthodox Judaism as a synagogue is considered the House of Assembly, study and prayer. This provides a space where Jews can learn, follow and abide the teachings of the Torah, which is a vital part of Judaism following the fall of the second temple in 70CE. Furthermore, the synagogue also has other significance alongside these three main factors, such as being a physical reminder of the second temple such as the representation of the Ark. This again highlights the significance of the synagogue as it is a place where Jews can congregate to remember their history as well as the space where they can learn. 
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