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Analysis of Results – Chapter 4

Introduction:
The previous chapter of the dissertation outlined each aspect of the methodology and approach that was going to be taken in respect to this research project. The purpose of that chapter aimed to achieve two objectives: to provide a background history into the increase of drug related driving offences and the second being: to show that the since the introduction of preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, the number of drug driving offences identified by police has increased in recent years.
The research question being investigated is whether, should all frontline police officers be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, given the increase in drug driving offences. Across Wales and England, it was estimated that more than a third of people admitted to using drugs on a regular basis (Hull, 2020). This chapter will focus on the results of the research following the dissemination and collection of the chosen primary research method. This will then lead to the data which has been collected from this research being analysed. This chapter will seek to explore the findings obtained from the questionnaires and observations to achieve a further objective of the dissertation which is: to identify the opinions of frontline officers who have to address the issue of drug driving and establish whether they believe that they are properly trained and equipped to address this question in their current job role. 
As previously stated in the last chapter, an unanswered and blank copy of the questionnaire which was disseminated has been attached and can be found in the appendix section. This technique referred to a collection of data from a quantitative approach whilst seeking to gain as much detail surrounding this topic in the short period of time available. The questionnaire document was printed and handed out to the chosen participants which was decided and outlined in the methodological approach chapter. A questionnaire was chosen as it is known as one of the more practical ways to gather data whereby a chosen group can be targeted, and the researcher can pick and choose the questions being asked. They can decide on the format in relation to open-ended or multiple-choice questions to gather a vast amount of data on specific subject (Debois, 2022).
There was a total of 43 responses as a result of these questionnaires and all of which were from frontline police officers within South Wales Police. The results from these completed questionnaires will be shown using visual aids such as graphs and charts to ensure that the results are clear and easily displayed to the reader. The feedback from specific questions relating to this objective will be explored and analysed to enable a more focused and detailed response. This will help to either answer or argue the points of this study and I will also refer back to the previous literature already discovered and compare the results and findings to this.

Data Analysis:
Data analysis is described as the process in which data is collected, analysed, and then displayed to extract an insight that can be used to support decision making and support or disprove theories (Calzon, 2022).  The data that has been collected in this study was formed by including a variety of questions, including multiple choice, tick boxes and short open-ended questions which allowed personal opinions of participants to be collected and analysed. This design and technique were chosen as the primary research method because it was wanted to ensure that the questionnaire was easy to understand by the participants and that they would engage with a non-complex series of long-winded questions. Prior to answering the questions, at the top of the questionnaire was a short paragraph which outlined the reason for the research, outlined the anonymous status and that this was a voluntary participation with no obligations to complete. The purpose of this was to not pressure the participants into mandatory filling in the questionnaire where they may not necessarily provide accurate answers and just aim to complete it in a short space of time without fully reading and understanding the questions. Therefore, it was aimed to engage with the participants and knowing that it was solely a voluntary basis whether they complete it or not, this would suggest that the participants who completed the questionnaire were interested in this specific topic, and this would hopefully lead to better and more truthful responses. Due to time restraints, it was decided that the use of a questionnaire would be better suited to collect and analyse data in the time frame available to the researcher.

Questionnaire:
This questionnaire was formatted to ensure all participants were able to complete the document whilst encouraging the best possible feedback and responses. There were 43 responses of which, all were serving frontline officers for South Wales Police (SWP) which is where this investigation was focusing on. Of the 43 participants, the following were made up from each of the following departments, Roads Policing Unit (RPU) (14), Response (22), Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT) (6) and Other (1). In this instance, the other participant was from the Firearms department (figure 1).









Figure 1 – Departments from participants

When studying the 43 answers in relation to this, it was important to see how the feedback from these participants relates to previous studies and literature that has been researched prior to handing out these questionnaires. From the data obtained, it was established that all participants except one were aware and familiar with the roadside drug testing equipment currently utilised by South Wales Police. Through observations and previous research, it was believed that all frontline officers in South Wales Police complete mandatory training on using the roadside alcohol breathalyser whereas only the specialist officers have the advanced training for using the roadside drug testing drug wipe. This theory has been proven from the data retrieved from the questionnaire and this is evident in figure 2. The graph shows that all frontline officers have been trained in the use of the breathalyser but only participants from the RPU and Other department are trained to use the drug wipe. The RPU department is classed as a specialist role and as previously mentioned, the other participant was from the firearms department, and this is also considered as a specialist role within South Wales Police. Therefore, the data backs this research up that only specialist frontline officers are being trained in this field of drug testing for driving offences.









Figure 2 – Number of frontline SWP officers trained to use the ‘breathalyser’ and ‘drug wipe’

When analysing the results from the data collected, it was interesting to see the response from participants and how they changed when asked how likely they would be to use the drug wipe if trained and equipped to use the roadside testing equipment. Out of all the participants, it was clear to see that all officers from RPU were ‘very likely’ to use the device however the other three departments show that the participants were mainly ‘likely’ to use the device than the alternative options (figure 3). Then when asked for their opinion on whether if they were trained and equipped with the device, it was interesting to see that both the RPU and Other participants stayed exactly the same, with the only change that was noticeable was contained within the answers provided by the Response and NPT officers (figure 4).

	 Figure 3 – Likelihood to need to use ‘drug wipe’
in current job role
	Figure 4 – Likelihood to use ‘drug wipe’ in current job role if trained and equipped



When studying the 43 answers, initially 37.2% of participants stated that they would ‘very likely’ need to use the drug wipe in their current job role and this number then increases to 51.2% of participants who chose that they would be ‘very likely’ to use the drug wipe if trained and equipped to use the device. This goes to show that the take from participants is a higher one and that they appear to be happy to use the device if trained and equipped to do so. This rise in numbers is from participants on the response and NPT departments and of which are not currently classified as a specialist role within the SWP organisation. This suggests that there is a potential need for other frontline officers not necessarily from specialist departments to be trained in this field of testing. Referring back to literature researched, within South Wales Police in 2019/2020, RPU officers only accounted for 3.8% of all frontline officers (Action Vision Zero, 2021).

Drug Driving compared to Drink Driving:
When asked about whether the participants believed that drug driving offences were becoming more frequent than drink driving offences, it was interesting to see that almost half of the 43 participants (46%) believed that in fact, both were equal (figure 5). This is both an important and interesting point as some statistics studied and researched in the literature chapter found that in some cases drug driving is becoming more prevalent than that of drink driving offences. Figures obtained from ITV News found that during, Cleveland and Durham drink drive campaign in December 2020, police arrested 97 drivers for suspected drink driving offences and a staggering 151 people on suspicion of drug driving offences (ITV News, 2021).  Although this figure does not fully support this research, the fact that 28% of participants believe that drug driving is more frequent now more than drink driving is an important aspect of this research and can link back to the figures obtained from Cleveland and Durham police. Looking further into these 28%, it was clear to see that these participants were all from the RPU department and these officers are the ones who from figure 3 shows, that they would be ‘very likely’ to need to use the drug wipe testing device. This suggests that these officers are the ones who are actually dealing with the persons committing these drug driving offences on the roads of South Wales. Of the 12% who stated that they don’t know, all of these participants were from the non-specialist roles with 3 from NPT and 2 were from response officers.









Figure 5 – Percentage of answers provided in relation to whether drug driving offences are becoming more frequent than drink driving offences
Whilst asking for views on whether drug driving offences are now overtaking drink driving offences (figure 5), it was decided to ask participants who completed the questionnaire to choose the number of arrests they believe there were in December 2020 across Wales, to gage their knowledge surrounding drug driving offences. Their responses are displayed in the below graph (figure 6). Figures released from Dyfed Powys Police show that there was a total of 469 drug wipes tests leading to 377 arrests across Wales during the annual drink/drug campaign in December 2020 (Dyfed Powys Police, 2021) and this is what the question was based around.









Figure 6 – Number of drug driving arrests estimated by participants during December 2020 across Wales

The above shows a wide range of answers supplied from the participants with 9 of the 43 participants (20.9%) choosing the correct answer. Similar to previous questions asked, of the 9 participants who chose the correct answer in figure 6, all of these were from the RPU department. This is becoming a similar theme whereby the RPU officers are tending to have more knowledge surrounding the figures surrounding drug driving offences and this is probable to do with the fact that from the figures collected during this questionnaire, the RPU department make up 93.3% of participating frontline officers who have already had the training and are equipped with the drug wipe device. Figures released between March 23rd and July 31st 2020 the first month of lockdown due to Covid-19 pandemic, arrests for drug driving offences in South Wales Police increased by almost 50% compared to the previous year during the same time period (Gupwell, 2020), it appears that all officers may not be fully aware of drug driving issues with South Wales Police. By analysing this data retrieved, this may be because it is just a small percentage of frontline officers who tend to deal with these drug driving offences and not all frontline officers. This therefore goes back to the main question being investigated here, whether all frontline police officers be trained and equipped with preliminary roadside drug testing equipment, given the increase in drug driving offences and this may then also increase officers’ awareness surrounding this specific topic.

Training and Equipping Frontline Officers:
When analysing the results, participants were asked whether they believed all frontline officers should be trained and equipped with the roadside drug testing equipment, with 36 of the 43 (83.7%), choosing yes as their answer. Of these who disagreed, they fell into the following departments, response (5) and NPT (2). Out of the number of participants in each of those departments, this meant that of the 22 response officers (22.7%) disagreed and of the 6 NPT officers who completed this questionnaire, (33.3%) disagreed and did not feel that all frontline officers should be equipped to deal with drug driving offences. Following on from this question, the questionnaire asked for participants to sum up in a couple of words their own personal thoughts and opinions on this. A common theme which was identified is that these frontline officers who did not believe that they should be trained in this area believe their departments are already strained enough and that the RPU are trained to deal with all traffic offences and therefore the responsibility should lie within their role. Their comments included the following:
Participant 1 – “Response have enough to do already, and traffic are specialised in all driving offences”
Participant 2 – “Traffic deal with driving offences so they should assist other departments with all driving matters, and not just drug driving”
Participant 3 – “We don’t have the breathalysers calibrated so this would just be the same with the drug wipe, there wouldn’t be any available when needed”

These comments seem to suggest that the opinions of some officers are that RPU, and other specialist departments are trained to use this advanced equipment. This is why they are considered as specialised roles and therefore the responsibility should lay within their department, potentially freeing up other officers to complete non-traffic related incidents.

Conclusion:
The purpose of this chapter was to assist and gather data from frontline officers in South Wales Police in relation to drug driving offences. The main aim of this chapter was to identify the opinions of frontline officers who have to address the issue of drug driving and establish whether they believe that they are properly trained and equipped to address this question in their current job role. As previously stated, there were a total of 43 participants who assisted in providing data which was then analysed and represented in graphs and charts to assist in understanding this topic. All participants were frontline officers for South Wales Police and were spread across four departments which is what the intended research was aimed at doing. The participants from these departments were a mixture of both specialised and non-specialised roles. This gave a much better understanding and more thorough data which was then scrutinised, and a common theme started to emerge. From the data collected, it was quickly established that it appeared that participants from the RPU department were all trained to use the drug wipe and all of which were very likely to need to use it in their job role. This resulted in them having a better knowledge surrounding figures relating to drug driving offences across Wales when asked. Also noted in the feedback was that 83.7% of participants agreed that all frontline officers should be trained and equipped with the roadside drug testing equipment, however of the 16.3% who disagreed with this statement, there appeared to be a common theme with their feedback. This surrounded the opinion of their particular department is already busy enough and that the specialised departments such as RPU, should deal with all traffic offences which included drug testing, and this is why they are classed as being specialised departments and therefore require the additional training.
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If not already trained and equipped, how likely would you be to use the roadside drug testing equipment?

Very Likely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	14	5	3	0	Likely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	0	15	2	1	Unlikely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	0	2	1	0	Very Unlikely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	0	0	0	0	



Do you feel that drug driving offences are becoming more frequent than drink driving offences?

Do you feel that drug driving offences are now more frequent than drink driving offences?	
Yes	No	Both Equal	Don't Know	12	6	20	5	

How many drug driving arrests were made across Wales in December 2020? (figures provided by DPP, 2021)

Number of drug driving arrests in December 2020	1 to 50	51 to 100	101 to 150	151 to 200	201 to 250	251 to 300	301 to 350	351 or more	1	5	6	4	9	4	5	9	



Please state which department you currently work in?

2. Please state which department you currently work in?	RPU	Response	NPT	Other	14	22	6	1	

Frotline officers trained to use roadside alcohol 'breathalyser' and roadside 'drug wipe'

Trained to use 'breathalyser'	RPU	Response	NPT	Other	14	22	6	1	Trained to use 'drug wipe'	RPU	Response	NPT	Other	14	0	0	1	



In your current job role, how likely are you to need to use the roadside drug testing equipment?

Very Likely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	14	2	0	0	Likely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	0	15	5	1	Unlikely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	0	4	1	0	Very Unlikely	
RPU	Response	NPT	Other	0	1	0	
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